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Narrative:Narrative:

On June 18, 2023, the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) was requested by the
Lebanon Police Department and the Warren County Sheriff's Office to investigate an Officer-
Involved Critical Incident (OICI) that occurred at 439 E. Mulberry, Lebanon, Ohio (Warren
County), between Lebanon Police Department and the Warren County Sheriff's Office and Dione
Kellum.

On June 18, 2023 at approximately 0258 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI)
Special Agent Ken Smith interviewed Brandon Ruffner (Brandon) in regard to an Officer-Involved
Critical Incident that occurred in Lebanon, Ohio.

The interview was recorded on a handheld digital recording device. This report is a summary
only. The entire interview can be reviewed on the recording.

(Agent's Note:Agent's Note: Special Agent Dave Hornyak joined the interview approximately halfway
through.)

Brandon Ruffner provided the following information:

Mr. Ruffner lives at 437 E. Mulberry, Lebanon, Ohio, along with his mother, Jane Ruffner, his
fiancé, Shalya Simmons, and their young child. Dione Kellum is Jane Ruffner's ex-boyfriend
whom she had a protection order against, which was put into place after Kellum threatened to
kill her.

A few weeks ago Dione Kellum was hired to do some work at the residence. He began to
move property into the garage/shed at the back of the property. Dione Kellum was arrested
approximately a week ago and came right back. According to Brandon, Dione had been sending
messages to Brandon talking about wanting to kill himself and threatening Brandon and his
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family.

Earlier in the evening at approximately 11p.m., Dione texted a picture of the front porch to
Brandon. Brandon stated that he called 911 after that. Brandon spoke to Dione earlier in the
evening, several hours before calling the police. Brandon stated that he told Dione that he
needed to get his stuff and get out. Dione told Brandon that he had nothing left. Brandon
explained that Dione had threatened to harm/kill himself many times over the long time period
that they've known each other, and that the restraining order stemmed from Dione threatening
to kill Brandon's mother, Jane and himself. Brandon explained that Dione was always on some
kind of drug since he's known him.

Brandon stated that during the earlier conversation on the phone, Dione told him that "Your
mom better not call the law because he had two guns and was ready to have a shootout with
the police". Dione kept calling Brandon all afternoon.

After the police came this evening, Brandon, Shayla, and Jane went to the bathroom at the
rear of the house. Brandon stated that he heard the police tell Dione to put the gun down "a
hundred thousand times". Brandon stated that he went to the back window and saw Dione fire
off a round from his gun and tell the police that he wasn't playing around and that he'd do
it again. Brandon then went back to the bathroom and heard two louder shots and knew the
shots were not from Dione's gun because they were louder. Brandon went back to the window
a few minutes later and saw the ambulance pulling away.

The interview was concluded at 0313 hours.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01: 2023-06-18 / Interview of Brandon Ruffner
Attachment # 02: Combined text messages and screenshots - Brandon Ruffner phone
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Exhibit 1

Included as a separate file.
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