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On June 25, 2025, at approximately 1346 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation Special
Agents Kenneth Smith and Lauren Frazier interviewed Middletown Police Officer John Harris
(Officer Harris). The interview took place at the Middletown Police Department. Also present
for the interview was Attorney Rob Stokar. The interview was audio recorded.

The following summary of the recorded interview highlights the key points that the author
deemed most relevant, although it does not provide a verbatim account. Additionally, this
report was placed in a chronology to enhance the reader’s understanding of the information
obtained during the interview. However, it is important to note that this may not reflect the
actual order of the questions posed. Therefore, it is suggested that the full audio recording be
reviewed.

Officer Harris was identified as being an officer who witnessed and/or had some level of
involvement in the officer-involved critical incident that occurred on June 13, 2025, in the City
of Middletown, Butler County, Ohio. Officer Harris did not discharge his firearm during this
incident. The primary objective of the interview was to gather all pertinent information known
or observed. He confirmed that he was providing his statement voluntarily.

Officer Harris has been employed as a police officer at Middletown Police Department since
. He stated that he works second shift from  hours. He

was wearing the standard Middletown police uniform. He said that his supervisor that day was
Sgt. Jason Wargo. Officer Harris was wearing a body-worn camera (BWC), which was activated
and recording at the time of this incident.

On July 13, 2025, Officer Harris said that he was in the jail with a subject he had arrested from
a traffic stop. He heard someone mention a signal 28, stating that someone just got shot.
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Officer Harris began towards the incident location and heard someone air via radio that the
subject had a firearm. Officer Harris arrived on scene 5-10 minutes later and parked on the
southwest side of the residence. He was armed with his department-approved rifle and took a
position at the back of his cruiser. Officer Harris said that Officer Patterson and Officer Kessler
were northwest of his location and were trying to make contact with the subject via PA.

At the front of the residence, Officer Harris saw the subject’s arm shut the front door. Officers
said that there could be a hostage inside and Sgt. Wargo stated that they needed to go in.
Officers developed a plan to approach and Officer Harris placed his rifle in the front of a
cruiser. Sgt. Wargo had a shield which Officer Harris obtained.

Officers began approaching the residence and noticed a wheelchair ramp in the front. Officers
decided to go to the back of the house because they were told that the back door was
unlocked. Officer Harris stated that he was able to open the door and had the shield posted
up against the house. Officer Harris said he made an initial announcement, stating
"Middletown Police". Shortly after, Officer Harris said that the subject stated that he would
shoot and that he didn't want to hurt them. At one point, Officer Harris heard what sounded
like the charging of a handgun or racking of a slide, then what sounded like a gunshot fired,
presumably by the subject.

Officer Harris said that he did not know where the subject was. Other officers called for
Officer Kessler to come to the back. Officer Kessler tried to speak with the subject. Officer
Harris recalled the subject saying that he was a pervert. Officer Harris said that the way the
shield was positioned, he had a slight angle near the window, giving him a view inside the
residence. Officer Harris said that he observed a fridge or freezer door open and then heard
what sounded like a carbonated beverage or pop can open.

 asked Officer Harris if there was a gun pointed at him and Officer Harris said,
"No." Officer Harris and  moved over and Officer Harris placed the shield near
the center of the door.  went to the left side of the door, where he was able to
see and engage the subject. He said that  gave some type of verbal
commands, just prior to  firing shots. Officer Harris said that he partially
retreated and took cover but could recall  shooting.

Officer Harris asked  if the subject was down. He said that his body-worn
camera fell off, he dropped the shield and drew his department-issued firearm. Officer Harris
said he was the first one to make entry into the residence. He said that he saw a male subject
on the ground with blood on his lower forehead. Officer Harris observed the subject's firearm
near the subject. He described the gun as possibly a Glock with a turquoise lower frame and
silver slide. Officer Harris said that he was going to move the firearm, but other officers told
him not to. Another officer then kicked the firearm away from the subject.

Officer Harris assisted with clearing the residence, and officers located a female victim lying
on the ground in the living room area. Officer Harris said that he tried to get a response from
the female, but she did not respond. He did not provide any medical intervention. Officers
exited the residence and Officer Harris said that he briefly spoke to the son and another
family member on scene. Officer Harris arrived back at the Middletown Police Department,
where he was processed by the BCI Crime Scene Unit.
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Officer Harris stated that he was not sure if the subject had shot, when  fired.
Officer Harris later learned that  had also fired.

The interview concluded at 1401 hours. Officer Harris prepared a typed statement, which was
provided to investigators. The statement was signed and dated at the conclusion of the
interview. Officer Harris' typed statement, and a copy of the audio recorded interview are
attached to this report.
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