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 continued in his statement, “Several minutes passed and the suspect opened 

the storm door and came to the window area of the screen door and waved his hand 

out the window. A second or so later he put his gun out the window and waved it 

around. Someone yelled at him to ‘drop the gun!’. He did this for a second or so and 

then retreated into the apartment. About a minute later he did it again. From my 

position, I did not see him ever directly point the gun at any officers or start to level 

the gun, so I did not fire. However, about a minute or two later, I heard gunshots from 

inside the apartment”. At this point, SWAT Lt. Hargus gave a Delta order.  

 wrote, “Approximately another five minutes went by and the suspect turned 

the porch light on. A couple more minutes passed, and the suspect briefly came to the 

door and then went back inside the apartment. Command Post aired that the suspect 

was coming to the door with his gun in his hand. A second or so later, the suspect 

came back to the door. I did not see the female hostage. Initially he waved his hand 

out the window of the screen door. Then, suddenly, he pointed his gun out the window 

and leveled it directly towards the Bearcat-where I knew multiple officers were 

positioned. I squeezed the trigger of my rifle and fired one round at the suspect. The 

suspect went down. I did not see the female hostage even after the suspect went to the 

ground”.  

 then wrote about how the female hostage exited the residence and 

commands were given for Smith to exit the residence. Eventually, SWAT officers made 

entry and found Smith on the ground in the apartment. 

 wrote, “I fired one round at the suspect during this incident. I believe I was 

approximately 50-60 feet from the suspect when I fired”. Later he wrote, “At the 

moment I fired at the suspect, I was in fear for the lives of the SWAT officers around 

the Bearcat. The suspect had previously fired at officers and had fired several rounds 

while I was on scene, including one that officers aired struck the Bearcat. Immediately 

before I fired, Command Post aired that the suspect was coming out with the gun and 

the suspect leveled his gun out the window, directly towards officers located at the 

Bearcat. I believed he was going to shoot and seriously injure or kill one of the officers 

around the Bearcat. I do not believe I had any other reasonable alternative to protect 

the lives of those SWAT officers, as well as the life of the female hostage in the 

apartment with him from the deadly threat that presented by the suspect’s actions”. 

Agents also asked  additional follow-up questions.  
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SA Holcomb asked  about not wearing his glasses during the shooting.  

 said that his eyesight was “excellent” and that he can see better through the 

optic without his glasses on.  said the magnifier on his optic is set at 3x.  

SA Holcomb asked  about how Smith was holding the gun from his statement 

on page four first paragraph.  was holding the gun “whimsical” and was waving it 

around and not pointing it at anyone. 

SA Holcomb asked  to explain a Delta order. He said that the Delta order is 

something that the mission commander can give to neutralize the suspect on sight. SA 

Holcomb asked  if he is allowed to use lethal force without a Delta order; he 

stated yes.  

SA Holcomb asked that when he discharged his rifle if he heard any other gunshots at 

that time; he stated no.  stated that he followed all CPD policies and 

procedures that day. SA Holcomb asked if he had reviewed his body camera; he stated 

yes. He was asked after he reviewed his body camera if anything had changed based 

on his statement; he stated no. 

The interview concluded at approximately 1026 hours. 

The interview was audio recorded. The audio recording was attached to this report. 

The signed BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form is also attached to this report. 

Please see the attachments for further details. 
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