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Investigative Activity:     Interview with Sergeant Shane Gess 

Involves: Sergeant Shane Gess 

Activity Date: 11/01/2024 

Activity Location: Mansfield Police Department-30 N. Diamond Street, 

Mansfield, Ohio 

Authoring Agent: SA Cory Momchilov #64 

 

Narrative: 

On Friday, November 1, 2024, at 1122 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

(BCI) Special Agent (SA) Cory Momchilov (Momchilov) and SA Jon Lieber (Lieber) 

interviewed Sergeant Shane Gess who was accompanied by his attorneys, Robert Sauter 

(Attorney Sauter) and Lane Hagar (Attorney Hagar), from the Fraternal Order of Police. 

The interview took place at the Mansfield Police Department, located at 30 North 

Diamond Street, Mansfield. The interview was audio and video recorded. 

Sergeant Gess was identified as being a police officer who witnessed and/or had some 

level of involvement in the October 19, 2024 officer-involved shooting which occurred 

in the area of 200 Cline Avenue, Ohio. Reportedly, Sergeant discharged a less-lethal 

rubber baton during the incident. The purpose of the interview was to obtain all 

relevant information of the incident known or observed by this officer. 

Prior to the interview, agents were advised by Attorney Sauter that Sergeant Gess had 

prepared a typed statement, which a copy was provided to agents. It was decided that 

Sergeant Gess would read his typed statement to investigators, and afterward agents 

would ask any follow-up or clarification questions.  

Sergeant Gess’ typed statement is attached to this Investigative Report. The reader of 

this Investigative Report is strongly encouraged to read the typed statement in its 

entirety before reading the follow-up question section of this Investigative Report.  

Also, prior to the interview, Sergeant Gess read, understood and signed the BCI 

Criminal Investigation Notification form. 

 

Follow-Up Questions 
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SA Momchilov asked Sergeant Gess if he could describe what the “attack” position was.  

Sergeant Gess stated, “His hands raised above his head, knife in each hand, walking at 

us (Figure 1) and as he got closer his hands went from here (Figure 2) to here (Figure 

3), which allows you to come down with better force [6:47]. 

  

      Figure 1      Figure 2 

 

 

Figure 3 

 

SA Momchilov stated, “You were the less-lethal option in this.” 

Sergeant Gess replied, “I was.” 

SA Momchilov asked, “If, I guess if you had your rifle or firearm, would you have fired?” 

Sergeant Gess stated, “Yes, I would have.” 

Sergeant Gess further stated he did have his rifle slung across his chest but that the 

rifle was not in a raised position since he was using two hands to use the less-lethal 

launcher.   
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Sergeant Gess advised that after he fired the less-lethal rubber baton at the individual, 

the individual never stopped moving toward officers. Officer Guess stated that he is 

unsure if the rubber baton stuck the individual. 

Sergeant Gess’ typed statement, the audio recording of the interview and the Criminal 

Investigation Notification form are attached to this Investigative Report.  

The video recording of Sergeant Gess’ interview was placed onto a portable hard drive 

and placed into the item section of the physical case file, labeled as Reference Item E.  

 

References: 

1. Reference Item E-Video recording of Sergeant Gess’ interview 

Attachments: 

1. Sergeant Gess’ Typed Statement 

2. Audio Recording of Sergeant Gess’ Interview 

3. Criminal Investigation Notification form signed by Sergeant Gess 

 

 












