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registration returned to the subject (David Septer).  stated that an Ohio State 

Highway Patrol trooper (Sergeant Gasser) was heading to work and saw  at the 

high school. Sergeant Gasser stopped and  asked him to stay at the school while 

 went to back up .  

 then drove down Silvercreek to locate  and the subject vehicle.  located 

them on Silvercreek just south of Johnson Road. At that time, radioed Sergeant 

King for permission to make a traffic stop on the vehicle. Permission was granted. 

 then stated that they would be doing a high risk stop.  activated his 

emergency lights and siren.  activated his emergency lights. The subject 

continued to drive south on Silvercreek for approximately ¼ mile.  then activated 

his siren and the subject pulled over.  

 pulled his cruiser behind the subject vehicle while  pulled his vehicle 

alongside  but in the northbound lane.  aimed his spotlight at the driver side 

door and window of the subject vehicle. The subject put his left leg out of the vehicle 

at which point  and  had their handguns drawn.  began to give verbal 

commands for the subject to show his hands.  stated “I heard a very distinct click 

noise which I assumed could possibly be a safety for a firearm and I heard a very 

distinct racking noise of a firearm. At which point I vocalized ‘He’s racking something’ 

um, hoping that my partner would hear that. Um, he stepped out of the vehicle, faced 

us with the rifle across his chest in a downward position at which point he started to 

raise that rifle up. I feared for both my life and my partner’s life, and any public that 

could be behind us or other responding units. At which point I discharged my firearm 

until the threat was down. Um, He fell, the gun fell.  Sergeant King and Sergeant Gasser 

I guess were right behind us when this occurred um, running up to us. Sergeant King 

vocalized, er,  vocalized ‘Shots fired’ to dispatch and then Sergeant King 

also told dispatch “shots fired, standby” [13:39]. After verifying that there were no 

other occupants in the subject vehicle, Sergeant King and Sergeant Gasser kicked the 

gun away from the subject.  then retrieved a medical kit from his vehicle and 

began to render aid to the subject.  stated that he and Sergeant Gasser put 3 

chest seals on the subject. EMS arrived on scene 2 to 3 minutes later and worked on 

the subject for approximately 30 minutes until he was pronounced dead.   and 

 were separated and taken back to the MCSO.  

SA Lieber asked  if he could recall any description that he received of the subject 

and subject vehicle.  stated that dispatch informed them that it was a gray 2014 

Ford F-150.  stated that they were also informed of the license plate.  then 

searched this information to locate a photo of the subject as well as his height and 
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body weight.  did not recall receiving a physical description of the subject from 

dispatch.  

SA Lieber asked  if he had watched his dash and/or body-worn camera (BWC). 

 confirmed that he had watched both videos a total of approximately 30 times.  

 stated that he never heard the subject say anything during the incident. 

The interview concluded at approximately 1016 hours. 

The interview was audio and video recorded. The audio recording was attached to this 

report. The signed BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form is also attached to this 

report. The audio and video recording has been added to the case file as reference 

item A. Please see the attachments for further details. 

 

References: 

Item A – Audio/video recording – interviews of MCSO  and  

Attachments:  

1. 2024-10-21 MCSO  interview 

2. 2024-10-21 Criminal Invest. Notification -  




