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 immediately went to his unmarked  vehicle parked at the 

MPD and began responding to the incident location.  also received a 

page on his phone for the “full team activation” for Canton SWAT. Minimal details 

about the incident were provided, and the page simply stated there was a barricaded 

subject with shots fired at the Rodeway Inn motel.  

While was driving, he turned his radio on and changed the channel 

from the MPD main channel to the Canton SWAT SPEC OPS channel. He listened to the 

officers who were already on scene in an effort to gain more information about how 

the incident was unfolding. heard someone on the radio say there was 

an officer down (officer who was shot) and he also heard gunfire in the background 

over his radio.  

 arrived at the Rodeway Inn motel approximately midday (unknown 

time). When he arrived, he parked on the northwest side of the Cracker Barrel 

restaurant. He observed a large crowd of people standing on the north side of the 

restaurant, and police units in the area beginning to shut down roadways.  

 gathered his equipment and approached the Canton SWAT armored 

vehicle. The vehicle was parked in front of the involved subject’s motel room, Room 

#220. He approached multiple team members from the Canton SWAT team who were 

positioned at the rear of the armored vehicle.  asked where he was 

needed and eventually took a position at the rear of the vehicle on the driver’s side 

next to another officer. To his left, he observed a black SUV that he believed was a U.S. 

Marshal vehicle and a small pool of blood where had been 

shot.  

 also learned some additional information about the involved subject 

including the subject’s identifying information, the motel room number, that the 

subject had a gun, and that the original call for service was the U.S. Marshals 

attempting to arrest the subject on a warrant.  

 recalled hearing commands coming through the PA system of the 

armored vehicle he was standing behind. He could not recall the actual commands 

given.  

While still positioned at the rear of the armored vehicle,  heard gunfire 

coming from the motel room. He said he knew the gunfire was coming from Room 

#220 based upon the sound of the bullets impacting behind him and also statements 

made over the radio by the SWAT who stated 

he was being shot at by the subject.  
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 was still standing next to another SWAT officer at the rear of the 

vehicle. The officer stated he was unable to see inside the room.  

offered to switch positions with him because he had a magnifying scope on his gun, 

and it would likely allow him to see more clearly.  

 switched positions with the officer, and as he began to move from 

cover to look into Room #220, he heard additional gunfire coming from the motel 

room. He also heard  state he was being shot at again.  

 then leaned around the side of the armored vehicle where he could observe 

muzzle flash(es), a bed, and a mound of pillows. Based on the knowledge given to him 

by other officers on scene,  knew the subject was behind the bed in 

between the bed and wall. He also could narrow down the location of the subject based 

on the muzzle flashes. 

 asked other officers around him if they wanted him to shoot since he 

had a clear shot on the subject. He was given permission. 

At that moment,  fired multiple rounds from his firearm. He aimed at 

the area he believed the subject was based on all the factors previously mentioned. 

 returned to cover. He then went on to describe the scenario, stating, 

“so the first time I had fired, um I popped back behind cover, started listening for more 

(gunfire) and at that point I could actually hear him reloading his firearm” [25:49]. 

 then fired his gun a second time at the same general area where the 

subject was believed to be hiding.   

 fired his gun because he feared for the safety of  who 

had clearly stated on the radio that he was being shot at.  believed he 

fired his gun approximately 28 times due to the fact that his magazine became empty, 

and he was required to reload his gun with an additional magazine.  

 feared for his safety and the safety of the other officers on scene. He 

also was concerned about the safety of the general public. He explained behind the 

area where was positioned was a major highway and beyond 

that there were multiple businesses. He was concerned that the subject was firing in 

that direction.  

As for less-lethal munitions used,  observed an OSHP “operator” fire 

multiple breaching rounds from a less-lethal firearm into the subject’s room. He could 

not recall how many rounds the OSHP operator fired.  

The interview concluded at approximately 1159 hours. 
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The interview was audio recorded. The audio recording was attached to this report. 

The signed BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form is also attached to this report. 

Please see the attachments for further details. 
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