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On August 30, 2022, BCI was requested by the Columbus Division of Police (CPD) to investigate
an Officer-Involved Critical Incident at 3295 Sullivant Avenue, Apartment H, in Columbus.
CPD officers were at the apartment attempting to serve an arrest warrant on the resident of
apartment H, Donovan Lewis (Lewis). During the incident, an officer fired a single shot, striking
Lewis. Lewis was transported to the hospital where he died.

On November 15, 2022, Special Agent Todd Fortner (SA Fortner) received a written statement
from CPD Officer Ricky Anderson (Ofc. Anderson) through his attorney, Mark Collins. Following
is a summary of the statement. The statement is attached to this report and should be referred
to for further details.

In his statement, Ofc. Anderson stated that he had been a CPD officer since 1991. He is
assigned to uniform patrol as a K-9 handler. On August 30, 2022, he said he was called on
the radio by officers at 3295 Sullivant Ave., to respond as they had an individual with a felony
warrant refusing to come out. He said it only took him 2-3 minutes to arrive.

Upon arriving, Ofc. Anderson said he was told the subject had warrants for domestic violence
and improper handling of a firearm. He and his K-9 partner joined officers on the second
floor balcony outside apartment H. Ofc. Anderson said he gave verbal commands to come out
or he would release the dog. He said he received no response and released the dog into the
apartment. He said the dog went out of view around the corner of the back wall twice and heard
someone yell something at the dog. He then heard a door shut.

Ofc. Anderson said he and Sgt. Knox entered the apartment and eventually made it to
the bedroom door which was closed. They gave further commands and warnings and Ofc.
Anderson put the dog back on his leash. Ofc. Anderson stated he was holding the dog leash
with his left hand and he opened the door with his right hand. He said he saw Lewis kneeling
on the bed and believed that he had a gun in his right hand and Lewis was raising it towards
him. He said he drew his weapon and fired one shot. He said other officers entered the room
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to secure Lewis and render aid while he took his dog back to his cruiser. He said he was then
escorted from the scene and had no further involvement.

Ofc. Anderson explained why he shot Lewis. He said he knew Lewis had a felony warrant for a
weapons violation. He said he saw what he thought was a gun in Lewis' hand and he thought
he was about to be shot. He said he shot from a foot or two outside the bedroom door and he
stated he no cover or concealment. Ofc. Anderson said he feared for his life and the lives of
other officers when he decided to fire his weapon. Ofc. Anderson stated, "I did not believe I had
any other choice."

Attorney Mark Collins said they would answer questions about the statement but Ofc. Anderson
would not consent to an interview at this time.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01: Anderson Statement
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