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Investigative Activity: Interview of Involved Officer 

Involves: Ohio State Highway Patrol (I) 

Activity Date: 05/20/2024 

Activity Location: 2454 East High Avenue, New Philadelphia, Ohio, 44663 

(Post 79) 

Authoring Agent: Special Agent Joseph Goudy #83 

 

On Monday, May 20, 2024, at 1300 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) 

Special Agent (SA) Joseph Goudy (Goudy) and SA Charlie Snyder (Snyder) interviewed 

Ohio State Highway Patrol (OSHP) , who was accompanied by 

his attorney, Lathan Lipperman, from the OSHP Trooper’s Association. The interview took 

place at OSHP Post #79 – 2454 East High Avenue, New Philadelphia, Ohio. The interview 

was audio recorded. 

read, understood, and signed the BCI Criminal Investigation Notification 

form.  

This report only summarizes the information deemed by the author to be of the most 

relevance to the investigation and does not purport to contain all questions and answers 

from the interview.  Further, this report was placed in a chronology to aid the reader’s 

overall understanding of the information elicited during the interview and may not be 

reflective of the actual sequencing of questions.  It is suggested that the full recording 

be reviewed to clarify any content or contextual questions regarding the information 

from the interview. 
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stated that he eventually retrieved the driver’s United States Passport and 

Ohio driver’s license. The driver was identified as Kendell Woodard (Woodard), and his 

license was suspended. stated after he checked Woodard’s license status, 

he went back up to the truck to try and convince Woodard to exit and to hand over the 

keys. Woodard refused to comply with both requests. At this point, 

arrived at scene and began to speak with Woodard. stated that Woodard 

asked them to step back. At this point, told and Trooper 

Day to move towards the rear of the truck. While was attempting to 

speak with Woodard, stated, “ the suspect also relayed that he had 

thoughts of harming himself.” At this time, stated they requested 

emergency medical service (EMS) to arrive on-scene for assistance.  

After EMS arrived at the scene, they parked ahead of where the truck was parked. Soon 

thereafter, EMS medics walked towards the truck to try and talk with Woodard. After the 

medics advised Woodard that they were there to help, Woodard still refused to exit his 

truck. stated they requested a trooper with crisis intervention training (CIT) 

to respond. Upon learning there was not a CIT trooper nearby, they requested a CIT 

deputy from the Tuscarawas County Sheriff’s Office (TCSO) to respond. After requesting 

a CIT deputy, TCSO  arrived at the scene and began speaking 

with Woodard. stated after some time had passed, told 

him and Trooper Day to “leave the scene and stage at the marathon gas station. He said 

he would call us if/when he needed us. I believed he likely wanted us to go to calm the 

suspect’s paranoia.”  

At approximately 0445 hours, stated, “ called and asked 

me to buy some coffee and donuts and bring them to the scene for the suspect. I bought 

those items from the gas station and got to the scene a short time later.” After buying 

the donuts and giving them to  he stayed back and hid to prevent 

Woodard from seeing him. While was hidden back behind his cruiser, OSHP 

 was also on scene staying hidden as well. At this time, 

stated that he learned that a family member was on the phone, also trying 

to convince Woodard to exit the truck, with which he still refused to comply. 

further stated that told him that, “ they were running out of 

options to avoid going hands-on. He also mentioned there was a spike strip by 

s cruiser we could deploy under the suspect’s truck.”  

stated, “A few minutes later, I peered around the back of s 

cruiser and saw the driver door of the suspect’s truck open several inches. A moment 

later, pulled the door all the way open and stood in the doorway. At that 

time, the Dover ambulance was pulled up next to the suspect’s truck, in the left lane of 
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the off-ramp. I could hear and telling the suspect to get 

out, but he would not do so.” After requested the additional units to the 

scene, per the order from  moved up to the truck and 

deployed the spike strip behind the truck’s back tires. At this point, stated 

that and were yelling for the suspect to “show his hands.” 

The suspect remained inside the truck.  

stated that had his taser out and aimed at the suspect 

while was still within the door of the truck. Both and 

were yelling for the suspect to show his hands. It was at this time when 

told to move up to see where Woodard’s hands were from 

the passenger side. stated, “I believed the suspect might have a weapon, 

so I unholstered my weapon. I shined my gun’s light into the cabin and immediately saw 

the suspect’s right hand was at his back waistband grasping a handgun. Specifically, I 

could see his hand was wrapped around the butt/grip of the gun. I could tell the butt 

was wooden and that the gun was a revolver. I immediately yelled “61” (OSP’s code for 

“gun”) followed by “gun, gun gun-He’s got a gun in his right hand.”  

After alerted the other troopers and deputy to the gun, he quickly stepped 

back to avoid any potential crossfire. As got back to the rear of the truck, 

“multiple gunshots rang out in rapid succession. I believed the suspect had pulled his 

weapon and was attempting to shoot and/or  I also 

believed there was a threat the suspect could shoot me and  and it was 

at that moment I fired my weapon. I stopped firing a moment later when the shots 

stopped, and I believed the suspect was no longer a deadly threat.”  

stated that he fired six rounds in rapid succession in what he believed to 

be less than two seconds. stated he fired in a “Southerly direction using a 

two-handed (right strong) grip. My backdrop was the off-ramp and intersection south of 

the suspect’s truck. I did not see any person or vehicle in my backdrop at the times I 

fired. I do not recall whether I used my gun’s sites. My target was what I believed to be 

the suspect’s upper torso. I shot through the back window of the pickup. I would estimate 

that I was about fifteen feet from the suspect when I fired. I was standing, and I do not  

believe I was moving. It was dark out when this incident occurred; but there was some 

light from s headlights, and I believe my gun’s light may have been on.” 

continued, “ and were also standing in the 

open immediately before this incident, within feet of the suspect, and I do not believe 

either of them had any cover or concealment.” 

After fired his last shot, he, along with   

and  took cover behind s cruiser. At this point, 
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did not know whether or not Woodard posed a deadly threat, so he retrieved his 

rifle from his OSHP cruiser. As  along with other troopers and deputies 

approached the truck, he observed Woodard, “Slumped into his seat not moving. The gun 

was in the suspect’s right hand, resting on his lap, with the barrel of the gun pointed out 

of the open driver’s door.” While and were providing lethal 

cover, another deputy moved in to retrieve the handgun from Woodard’s hand to secure 

it. At this point, stated that TCSO deputies removed Woodard from the 

truck and secured him while he was on the ground. During that time, also 

mentioned that the deputies were assessing Woodard for his injuries. Moments later, 

stated the medics, who were already on-scene, moved up to check on 

Woodard.  

In conclusion, stated, “Based on my observations, I believed he was 

undergoing a mental health episode and/or was under the influence of drugs. I also 

believed, based on my training and experience, that he might pose a danger, especially 

since I thought he might have a weapon. reiterated that after he saw 

Woodard holding a handgun while inside the truck, it led him to “believe the suspect had 

pulled and was firing his weapon or had leveled it towards the officers standing outside 

his door.” continued, “I believed the suspect intended to shoot them and 

possibly me and  and that one or more of us would be struck and 

possibly killed. It was at that moment I fired my weapon. I did not think I had any other 

reasonable alternative to protect the lives of   

 or myself from the deadly threat presented by the suspect’s actions.” 

When was asked about the condition of the revolver that was removed 

from Woodards’ hand, he stated that, “I don’t recall if it was a five-shot or a six-shot 

revolver. That’s the only reason I said I believe so. I for sure saw, when we dumped the 

ammo into the bag, I for sure saw one spent casing.” (0:25:40 mark of the audio 

interview). 

The interview concluded at approximately 1327 hours. 

The interview was audio recorded. The audio recording was attached to this report. The 

signed BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form is also attached to this report. Please 

see the attachments for further details. 
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Attachments: 

1. Criminal Investigation Notification Form – OSP 

2. Statement of OSP 

3. 2024-05-20 – Audio interview of




























