




from the magazine, one from the
chamber.) She was present for the round
count and watched the agent downloading
her pistol.
Right/Left-Handed Carry:Right/Left-Handed Carry: Right-Handed Ownership:Ownership: Department Owned
Last Qualification Date:Last Qualification Date: Within a year Type of Holster, if any:Type of Holster, if any: Level III Safariland

holster designed for weapon-mounted
light and red dot optic

Regarding the incident at issue,  advised the following:

 was dispatched to the police department with Officer Crystal Rankins for a
road rage complaint. While on that dispatch, a call of a domestic violence came in on 

. She said the call involved a male subject threatening his family with a knife. Once she
discovered that there was only one party involved in the road rage complaint, she activated
her lights and sirens and responded to  to assist . She stated
that she did not know the male subject and was unaware of any history involving him.

Upon  arrival, she ran up to the front door of the residence and joined
 She recalled seeing female family members outside the residence. Shortly after

her arrival,  arrived and came up to the door with a less-lethal shotgun.
 looked through the door glass and relayed that he could see the involved subject,

later identified as Jayden C. Stephenson, in the living room either standing or sitting with a
knife in his hand. She stated that she provided lethal cover while  and 

 had less-lethal options.

 advised that they opened the door. She was positioned behind 
 while  stood to  left. She recalled having an obstructed view

inside the residence. She could see Jayden sitting in the living room near the kitchen. She was
able to see that Jayden had the knife in his hand. At that point, she remembered 
trying to de-escalate the situation by asking what was wrong and what the officers could do
to calm him. She stated that she also tried to talk to Jayden and told him that the officers were
not there to hurt him, but they were there to help him. She stated that Jayden expressed that
he was upset about his car being impounded, and he wanted the officers to get his car. She
said that  gave repeated commands for Jayden to drop the knife; however, Jayden
responded by saying "no." She stated that as time went on, Jayden got more "ramped up" and
responded by saying, "Fuck you!" She recalled  asking Jayden if he wanted to hurt
himself or family members. She said Jayden answered by saying he did not want to hurt
himself, but Jayden followed up by saying, "But one of you guys is gonna find out." She said
she took that comment as a threat that Jayden wanted to hurt the officers.

 recalled the situation getting worse. She stated that the officers were
approximately 20 to 25 feet away from Jayden at this point. She said Jayden eventually stood
up and began walking, at which point  discharged a less-lethal round from his
shotgun. She said  also discharged his TASER. She advised that neither less-lethal
weapon had an effect on Jayden, as he was able to run up the stairs. She and the other officers
gave chase as Jayden ran into the master bedroom and closed the door.
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 stated that the officers regrouped outside the closed door. She recalled
maintaining lethal cover. She stated that  switched from the TASER to lethal cover,
and  drew his TASER to provide a less-lethal option. She stated that 

 also maintained less-lethal coverage with the beanbag shotgun. She stated that
 kicked the door open and ordered Jayden to drop the knife and exit the room.

She stated that  verbalized that he could see Jayden on the ground. As she
entered the room with the other officers, she could see Jayden's foot sticking out of a
bathroom off to the left of the room. She stated that 
approached the bathroom. She said her view was obstructed, but she heard 
instruct  to discharge his TASER. She said  did as instructed, and
immediately after, she heard  discharge the less-lethal shotgun.

 next remembered Jayden getting off the ground with the knife still in his
hand. She said he came toward the officers, at which point  began firing. He
remembered etreating backwards as Jayden was "sprinting" toward them with
the knife. She stated that she also fired her weapon, aiming it at Jayden's "center mass." She
estimated that Jayden got within two feet or less of  with the knife. She said she
fired because she feared she was going to get stabbed. She stated that after Jayden was shot,
the knife fell next to his body. She instructed one of the other officers to kick the knife away
to prevent Jayden from having access to it. She said  then handcuffed Jayden and
assessed for wounds. She described Jayden's right arm as "mangled" and opined that 

 rounds had caused that injury. She said she could see rounds near his "right lung side"
of the chest. She said officers grabbed towels and applied pressure to Jayden's wounds. She
said she could hear agonal breathing, and she requested officers remove the handcuffs to
administer CPR. She advised that Officer Rankins began chest compressions, and at that time,

 discovered gunshot wounds on the left side of Jayden's neck. She opined that
the neck wound was caused by her gunshot based on her position at the time. She stated that
she applied pressure to the neck wound while Officer Rankins continued with chest
compressions. She said  and she also performed CPR after Officer Rankins had
become exhausted. She stated that medics arrived and decided that further life-saving efforts
would be futile.

 stated that Assistant Chief James McCarty arrived and removed her from
the room. Eventually, she exited the residence and sat in a police cruiser. She was
photographed. She then got into a medic and was later transported to an emergency room to
be evaluated.

SA Seitzman asked  if she could have retreated to a position of cover or
concealment. She stated that the only cover would have been outside the bedroom, but there
was not enough time due to Jayden's speed in coming toward them and his intent to harm the
officers.

SA Ward asked  to describe Jayden's knife. She said it was a "folding
rectangular blade" and said it was approximately six inches long and two and a half inches
wide. When asked if she believed the knife was an instrument capable of causing serious
bodily injury or death, she answered in the affirmative.

SA Seitzman asked  if she believed officers did everything within their
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power to save Jayden's life. She answered in the affirmative.

SA Seitzman asked  if anyone had informed her that Jayden was alone
inside the house when she first arrived. She stated that  told her that. She stated
that she asked the family if Jayden had mental illness diagnoses. She believed the "grandma"
(Terry Bennett) told her that she did not know. She took Ms. Bennett's answer to mean Jayden
had not been diagnosed with any mental health issues.

The interview concluded at 1114 hours. The audio recording is attached to this investigative
report.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01: 2025-02-28 Interview of 
Attachment # 02: Notice of Criminal Investigation- 
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Exhibit 1

Included as a separate file.
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