




Officer’s Firearm(s):Officer’s Firearm(s):

Weapon #1

Make:Make: Glock Model:Model: 17
Caliber/Gauge:Caliber/Gauge: 9 mm Serial number:Serial number: N/A
Type:Type: Semi-Auto Handgun Method of Carry:Method of Carry: Holster
Magazine Capacity:Magazine Capacity: 17 Total Rounds as Carried (includingTotal Rounds as Carried (including

chamber):chamber): 17 + 1
Extra Magazines:Extra Magazines: 2 Number of Rounds in Extra Magazines:Number of Rounds in Extra Magazines: 17
Discharged During Incident?Discharged During Incident? No Primary or Backup Weapon:Primary or Backup Weapon: Primary
Rounds Remaining After Incident:Rounds Remaining After Incident: 18 Number of Rounds Fired:Number of Rounds Fired: 0
Right/Left-Handed Carry:Right/Left-Handed Carry: Right-Handed Ownership:Ownership: Department Owned
Last Qualification Date:Last Qualification Date: Within the past 12
months

Type of Holster, if any:Type of Holster, if any: Issued holster

Modifications/accessories:Modifications/accessories: None noted

Weapon #2

Make:Make: LWRC Model:Model: DI
Caliber/Gauge:Caliber/Gauge: .223 Serial number:Serial number: N/A
Type:Type: Rifle; 16" barrel Method of Carry:Method of Carry: Gun rack in passenger

compartment
Magazine Capacity:Magazine Capacity: 30 Total Rounds as Carried (includingTotal Rounds as Carried (including

chamber):chamber): 28
Extra Magazines:Extra Magazines: 2 Number of Rounds in Extra Magazines:Number of Rounds in Extra Magazines: 28
Discharged During Incident?Discharged During Incident? Yes Primary or Backup Weapon:Primary or Backup Weapon: Primary

Rounds Remaining After Incident:Rounds Remaining After Incident: Stated
unknown

(The BCI Crime Scene Unit noted that the
involved magazine contained 17 rounds
plus one round chambered in the
weapon.)

Number of Rounds Fired:Number of Rounds Fired: Believed 4 or 5
rounds

Right/Left-Handed Carry:Right/Left-Handed Carry: Right-Handed Ownership:Ownership: Department Owned
Last Qualification Date:Last Qualification Date: Within the past 12
months

Type of Holster, if any:Type of Holster, if any: N/A

Modifications/accessories:Modifications/accessories: Red dot optic
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  confirmed that he prepared a typed statement prior to the interview. He
reviewed the statement and confirmed it was his. He then signed the statement.

  read his statement into the record. He explained that he responded to the
scene after a county-wide call for an officer needing assistance was broadcast. While traveling
to the scene, he learned that the involved subject, later identified as Taylor Coleman Anthony
Cotton, had a firearm. Regarding the critical moments of the incident, he wrote:

"I parked my vehicle about half a block from the scene. I observed 
 and Kloos behind a vehicle. They had their weapons pointed at the

suspect and were engaging in a dialogue. I could not hear exactly what was
being said at the time. I observed that the suspect was in a tan Buick and had a
long gun pointed up in the air.

I had my rifle in my hand. I placed my weapon on the hood of a cruiser and
maintained cover on the suspect.   spoke to the suspect in an
effort to diffuse the situation. He, along with others, gave the suspect verbal
commands to drop the weapon and leave his vehicle.

After a bit of time, the suspect exited his vehicle and pointed his long gun in
the direction of other officers. I believed that I was in imminent danger of death
or great bodily harm and the only means of escape from danger was the use of
deadly force. I did not believe that I could safely withdraw from the location and
adequately protect myself, other officers, or other possibly innocent persons in
the area. I remained behind the car and fired at the suspect. I believed that I
had a clear line of sight on the suspect.

Other officers fired on the suspect as well. I observed the suspect fall to the
ground. I took a step back to assure the scene was safe. I put my weapon on
safety and approached the suspect along with other officers. I observed a
shotgun near the suspect. The suspect was searched and no other weapons
were found. Other officers began life saving measures and a medic was called
to the scene. The suspect was transported to a hospital. "

  stated that once he arrived at the scene, he learned that the issue possibly
involved a mother and son. He stated that he worked his way up to the scene and positioned
himself near the hood of a parked Dayton Police Ford Explorer, which was south of the
involved tan Buick. He saw Cotton in the vehicle with his left leg out of the car. He further said
that Cotton had a long gun resting on his left leg with the barrel pointed straight up. He
recalled hearing someone, whom he believed to be Cotton's brother, yelling that the police
needed to leave and that he would "go over to his brother and kick his ass." He also
remembered hearing an unknown female subject "taunting the brother and stating that she
hoped something bad happened [to Cotton]."

SA Seitzman asked   if he could hear what   said to Cotton.
He stated that he did not hear the specific words; however, he understood that Officer
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 was making efforts to de-escalate the situation. He did not hear or observe Cotton
respond to  .

  advised that Cotton eventually exited his vehicle. He recalled Cotton's body
initially faced in his direction. He then said Cotton pointed the barrel of the long gun in the
direction of several officers beside a parked blue car on Rosedale Drive. He remembered
thinking that he had to act, particularly because he knew that Sergeant Jeffery Spires, who was
with the group of officers beside the blue car, did not have his firearm out. He said he was
"thinking of protecting other officers and myself, because I didn't know what the gentleman
was capable of, or if he was intending on firing or not. I just knew that there was a gun being
pointed at officers and their safety was paramount to me." At that point, he made the decision
to discharge his weapon. He said he aimed with his red dot optic. He said his red dot was
initially in the center of Cotton's chest area; however, when Cotton exited his vehicle, the red
dot shifted slightly lower toward the center of his torso area.

  said that he recalled firing four rounds; however, he learned that he likely
fired ten rounds after the BCI Crime Scene Unit performed a round count.

  stated that he believed his actions were consistent with his training and the
policies and procedures of the Dayton Police Department. He also stated that he believed the
other law enforcement officers acted appropriately.

The interview concluded at 1651 hours.  's signed statement, signed BCI
Criminal Investigation Notification form, and the interview audio recording are attached
below.

References:References:

No references.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01: 2024-11-04 Interview of Dayton Police   
Attachment # 02: Typed Statement of   
Attachment # 03: Criminal Investigation Notification-   
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Exhibit 1

Included as a separate file.
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