




chamber):chamber): 17 + 1
Extra Magazines:Extra Magazines: 2 Number of Rounds in Extra Magazines:Number of Rounds in Extra Magazines: 17
Discharged During Incident?Discharged During Incident? No Primary or Backup Weapon:Primary or Backup Weapon: Primary
Rounds Remaining After Incident:Rounds Remaining After Incident: 18 Number of Rounds Fired:Number of Rounds Fired: 0 (with primary

weapon)
Right/Left-Handed Carry:Right/Left-Handed Carry: Right-Handed Ownership:Ownership: Department Owned
Last Qualification Date:Last Qualification Date: Within the past 12
months

Type of Holster, if any:Type of Holster, if any: Issued holster

Modifications/accessories:Modifications/accessories: Weapon-
mounted light

Weapon #2

Make:Make: Smith & Wesson Model:Model: M&P Sport
Caliber/Gauge:Caliber/Gauge: .223/556 caliber Serial:Serial: As photographed
Type:Type: Rifle; 16" barrel Method of Carry:Method of Carry: Rifle rack in the

passenger compartment area
Magazine Capacity:Magazine Capacity: Believed 30 but filled
to 25

Total Rounds as Carried (includingTotal Rounds as Carried (including
chamber):chamber): 25

Extra Magazines:Extra Magazines: Not on person. Number of Rounds in Extra Magazines:Number of Rounds in Extra Magazines:
N/AN/A

Discharged During Incident?Discharged During Incident? Yes Primary or Backup Weapon:Primary or Backup Weapon: Primary

Rounds Remaining After Incident:Rounds Remaining After Incident: 20

(The BCI Crime Scene Unit noted that the
involved magazine contained 19 rounds.
One round was chambered in the
weapon.)

Number of Rounds Fired:Number of Rounds Fired: 5

Right/Left-Handed Carry:Right/Left-Handed Carry: Right-Handed Ownership:Ownership: Personally-owned
Last Qualification Date:Last Qualification Date: Within the past 12
months

Type of Holster, if any:Type of Holster, if any: N/A

Modifications/accessories:Modifications/accessories: Red dot optic
but not used during the incident (used
iron sights)

Regarding the OICI,   advised that he responded to an officer needs assistance
call on Rosedale Drive. He knew that he was responding to a person with a gun. He responded
from Montgomery County Sheriff's Office District 7 (555 Infirmary Road, Dayton, OH 45427).
He estimated that it took him 5 to 10 minutes to arrive.

  advised that he parked on Rosedale Drive and walked up to the scene with his
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patrol rifle. He ended up positioning himself at the rear of a marked Dayton Police Dodge
Charger. He advised that he could see the involved subject, Taylor Coleman Anthony Cotton,
inside his vehicle, with his left foot sticking out. He could also see that Cotton had a long gun
resting on his leg. He described the long gun as having a wooden stock and forend.

  advised that Dayton police officers talked to Cotton throughout the encounter,
often calling him by name. He recalled the Dayton police officers pleading with Cotton to drop
the gun. He further remembered hearing them tell Cotton things to the effect of "If you just
throw the gun down, we're not gonna come up. We're not gonna rush you," "We want to talk,"
"Nobody wants this."   stated that he did not hear or see any sort of response
from Cotton.

  advised that he heard some of Cotton's family members yelling throughout the
encounter. He heard someone, whom he believed to be Cotton's brother, yell that the gun was
unloaded. SA Seitzman asked   if he could tell from his position whether the gun
was unloaded, to which he responded that he could not. He further stated that he would never
assume a gun to be unloaded. He also recalled hearing an unknown female yelling that she
had hoped the police would shoot Cotton.

  said he was at his position for approximately 20 minutes, if not longer, at which
point Cotton hopped out of the car and lowered the gun in the direction of Dayton police
officers who were taking cover behind a blue car parked on Rosedale Drive. He remembered
thinking that one Dayton police officer had a less lethal Pepper Ball launcher and a Dayton
police sergeant, who was helping with negotiations, did not have a gun out. He felt that
Cotton was going to shoot the officers. He said, "He obviously has enough rationale to lower
the gun at officers with intention to obviously do physical harm, if not kill them." He said he
fired his weapon at Cotton to save the lives of the police officers whom Cotton pointed his
gun at. He said he also felt that he and the civilians who were present were endangered by
Cotton's actions. He recalled thinking that if the shotgun was loaded with buckshot, the
pellets could spray and hit people in the area. He remembered firing three to five rounds, but
after he watched his body-worn camera footage, he learned that he likely fired five rounds. He
said he put his iron sights on the center mass of Cotton's body. While he stated that he could
not confirm whether his rounds struck Cotton, he said he had a good sight picture and sight
alignment. He stated that he knew other officers fired. He believed some of the officers
behind the blue car fired, as did the Moraine police officer  who was next to
him.

  advised that he stopped firing once he saw that Cotton was down and the gun
was out of his hands. He observed Dayton police officers move up to Cotton to render medical
aid.   recalled checking the car to ensure no one else was inside of it. He was
aware that a medic had already been called to the scene. He recalled seeing the shotgun on
the ground, and even at that point when he was closer to it, he could not tell whether the gun
was loaded. He then notified his supervisor, Sergeant Joshua Walters, that he fired his weapon.
He then secured his patrol rifle in the back of Sergeant Walters' vehicle. He later retrieved the
rifle to take to the Dayton Safety Building for processing by the BCI Crime Scene Unit.

  stated that he believed he acted within the policies and procedures of the
Montgomery County Sheriff's Office.
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The interview was concluded at 1022 hours. The BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form
and audio recording of the interview are attached below.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01: 2024-11-07 Interview of Montgomery County Sheriff's  

Attachment # 02: BCI Criminal Investigation Notification- MCSO   
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Exhibit 1

Included as a separate file.



Exhibit 2




