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Rounds Remaining After Incident: 8 Number of Rounds Fired: 1 

Right/Left-Handed Carry: Right-Handed Ownership: Department Owned 

Last Qualification Date: Monthly Type of Holster, if any: N/A 

 

Narrative: 

provided and read aloud a five-page typed statement prepared by him prior 

to this interview. The statement is included below as read and written. included 

demographic information noted above and an account of the incident. For the 

purposes of brevity, the following is only the part which relates to the incident on 

November 11, 2024.  

“On the day of this incident, I was at home when I received a SRT call out at 8:25 

p.m. Earlier in the day there was an Amber Alert for a 7-year-old girl taking by a 

non-custodial parent in Jefferson County, Ohio. The call out notification stated 

that the Amber Alert suspect was southbound on I-71 at milepost 219. According 

to the notification, the suspect had called 911 and advised that he had the child 

and that it’s not going to end well. During the pursuit, the tires were down to 

nothing, so it was going at a slow speed. It gave the location as 5050 Eastpoint 

Drive, Medina, 71/SR18 southbound.  

I put on my tactical gear and grabbed my heavy tactical vest and drove in my 

unmarked OSHP Durango, with my lights and sirens activated, to the location. As I 

was driving there, I learned that the little girl had been taken by force and the 

suspect had pointed the gun at her and had threatened to kill her. I was also in 

contact with the OSP helicopter (which was already overhead) to locate a good 

tactical position.  

I arrived in the area a little before 9:00 p.m. I took the Medina Road exit from I-71-

S. I stopped my Durango on the exit ramp, approximately 70 yards from Arby’s 

(5081 Eastpoint Drive). It was dark outside but the Arby’s and surrounding 

businesses had their lights on and there were numerous cruisers, forming a 

perimeter around the suspect, with their headlights on and pointed toward the U-

Haul. The U-Haul was in Arby’s parking lot. It was parked east, with the front 

towards I-71S and the driver’s side door was to the north. Prior to my arrival, law 

enforcement officers had evacuated the Arby’s and surrounding businesses. The 

OSP helicopter stated that the little girl was on or near the suspect’s right thigh 

and possibly sitting on his lap. I believe they also stated that the gun was in his 

hand or on his lap. I exited my vehicle and grabbed my rifle. I got on the roof of 

my SUV and rested the stock of my rifle on a sandbag and used the bipod to 
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stabilize the front. I got off the roof and took off my heavy tactical vest because I 

was going to need to lay flat against the roof, in a prone position.  

Another officer, I believe it was Medina SWAT Officer Eckstine, came to my 

location. I asked him to shine his spotlight towards the U-Haul. I believe he also 

had another officer, who was on the south side of the suspect, point their 

spotlight onto the U-Haul. I got back onto the roof of my SUV. I put my body 

camera next to me, as well as the radio. I took a prone position and I looked 

through my scope. The exit ramp was elevated in comparison to the suspect’s 

location. I had a good view of the suspect’s silhouette in the driver’s seat, as well 

as the little girl’s head to his right. The driver’s side window was broken, I believe 

due to the rounds he had fired at officers prior to my arrival. I asked Officer 

Eckstine to check my distance and I believe he stated I was 69 yards from the 

suspect. I watched the suspect through my scope for a couple of minutes to 

familiarize myself with his movements.  

The suspect would lean his head back into the seat and then move it forward. 

When he would move, there would be times I would have a full view of his head 

and then it would be blocked by the A pillar as he moved. After about 3-4 minutes, 

the suspect leaned his head back and left it there for a second or two. While his 

head was back, I saw the little girl’s head and she was not behind his head. I put 

my target directly towards his left eye so that if the round penetrated all the way 

through, it would go into the cab of the U-Haul and I pulled the trigger. I saw the 

round strike the suspect. As soon as I fired, I tried to air “shots fired” but I could 

not get the ready. I heard someone, I believe the helicopter, erroneously air that it 

was self-inflicted. I was yelling from my SUV for the assault team to go get the 

little girl as I could hear her crying. After several seconds, officers ran up to the U-

Haul and took the little girl to safety. There were numerous law enforcement 

officers on scene and they assessed the suspect.  

I left my rifle at the scene, on top of my SUV in the custody of other law 

enforcement, and I left the scene. I returned to the OSHP Medina Post and waited 

for BCI agents to arrive. This ended my involvement in this incident.  

I fired one round at the suspect. I fired from a prone position, on top of the roof of 

my SUV. I utilized my sights, and I had my sights magnification amplified so that I 

my view was of the driver’s side window and suspect’s head. I did not have any 

cover or concealment but the spotlight next to me would have made it somewhat 

difficult for the suspect to see me. The direction of my shot was south, at a 

slightly downward angle due to the differing elevation. I angled my shot so my 
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target was around the suspect’s left eye. This had to be my target to ensure that 

the little girl’s head was not in the path of the round, should it penetrate all the 

way through. My backdrop was the U-Haul cab. I only fired one round because I 

saw it entered the suspect’s face/head and his head jerk and blood splatter. I did 

not want to fire any more rounds than absolutely necessary with the little girl in 

the vehicle.  

At the time I fired my weapon at the suspect, I did not believe I had any other 

reasonable alternative to protect the life of the little girl, who I now know to be 

Oaklynn Alexander. The suspect had kidnapped his daughter, lead police on a 

pursuit, fired at officers and repeatedly made threats to kill himself and his 

daughter. While on the phone with dispatch he repeatedly told his daughter she 

was going to go to heaven. He was given multiple opportunities to surrender and 

refused. I believe that had I not shot the suspect, he would have shot and 

seriously injured or killed his daughter. I do not believe I had any other choice to 

protect her life at the time I fired my weapon.  

I know the suspect’s name is Charles Alexander. I do not believe that I ever had 

any prior encounters, personal or professional, with the suspect.  

This concludes my statement, and I am now prepared to answer any additional 

questions you may have.” 

After the statement was read by , SA Bynum and SA Momchilov asked 

follow-up questions to fill in missing items from the demographics sections and to 

clarify his statement.   

When asked what the call or text was that received, he was able to 

locate the text message and read it aloud. He recited “Amber Alert suspect 71 

southbound milepost 219. The suspect called 911 during the pursuit, tires were down 

to nothing, so it’s slow speed. He advised he has the child and it’s not going to end 

well.” Through additional information obtained from dispatch, 

stated he believed that Oaklynn Alexander’s life was in jeopardy and the only way to 

end the situation peacefully was for him to fire the shot at Charles.  

explained that his rifle was zeroed at 100 yards and Montville 

Township Police Officer Joel Eckstine was a sniper who was attempting to get into 

position, but instead ended up assisting  as a spotter. He further explained 

that Eckstine told him the distance in yards.  

The interview concluded at approximately 1126 hours. 
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The interview was audio recorded. The audio recording was attached to this report. 

The signed BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form is also attached to this report. 

Please see the attachments for further details. 
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1. 2024-11-25 Criminal Investigation Notification 

2. 2024-11-25_110034_Interview_  
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