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judgment in determining whether or not it is his legal duty to 
issue his warrant in any given case. II e may properly refuse 
to issue his warrant if it appears that by mistake or fraud an 
amount has been allowed in excess of the sum lawfully clue, 
or if the order was wholly unauthorized, or \ras based on an 
illegal contract, ot· if the officet· making it acted \\·ithout author
ity, or exceeded the legal bounds of his discretion." 

I know oi no provision requiring that the auditor conduct private 
investigations as to all the warrants presented to him. If he has iacts 
\\·ithin his knowledge which shm\· that the payment of the claim \\'ottld 

be illegal, it is his duty to reiuse to issue the war:·ant therefor. !low
ever, in the absence oi any such knowledge and without any circumstances 
\\·hich might apprise him oi the likelihood that the claim is illegal, it is 
my opinion that the county auditor docs not have the duty to make ex·
ll'nsi vc investigations as to each warrant issued. 

Your last question also concerns the duty of the county auditor in 
ronnection with the payment of claims rcrtified by the Child \Velfare 
1\oarcl, hut .I believe my answer to the third question is dispositive oi 
the iourth question as well. 

]{cspect fully, 
HERilERT S. Dl'FFY, 

/Ill orncy General. 

---------

2<i67 . 

. \I'I'I{OVAL-LEASL. STAT!·~ OF C)l-110, THROUGII DIRL~C

TOI{, DI~I'Al\Tl\II·~~T OF I'UHLIC WORKS, WITH RAVE:\
~A AERIE ~o. 2164 FIV\TI·:R~AL Ol{DER OF EAGLES. 
TERl\1 SIX i\IO~THS, l\-10:--.JTHLY REYft\L $25.00, TIII{EI~ 
ROOMS, GROUND FL001{, EAGLES 1\UI LDING, 145 ~OIZ'fll 
CHESTNUT STREET, RAVENNA, OHIO, FOR USE, Dl
\'lSJON OF AlD FOR Till~ AGED, DIO:PAH.T\11~:--.:T OF PUI\
I.TC WELFARE. 

CoLul\fnus, 01110, July 6, 1938. 

line\. CARL G. WAIIL, Dircrtor, Department of l:'ublic fForlts, Columbus, 
Ohio. 
DEAR SIR: You have submitted for my examination and approval a 

rcrtain lease executed by Havenna Aerie ?\o. 2164 of the Fraternal Order 
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of Eagles, Ravenna, Ohio, in and by which there are leased and demised 
to the State of Ohio, acting- through you as Director oi the Department 
of Public vVorks, certain premises for the use of the Division of Aid for 
the Aged of the Department of Public \Velfare. 

lly this lease, which is one for a term of six months commetJCing
on the first day of July, 1938, and ending- on the 31st clay of De~·cmher, 
1938, and which provides for the rental of $25.00 per month, there are 
leased and demised to the State for the use of the Division of Aiel for the 
1\g-cd of the Department of Public Welfare three rooms on the g-round 
lloor in the rear of the Eagles Building at 145 North Chestnut Street, 
1\"ith iree ingress and egress to and irom said premises irom Cedar 
Street in the city of Ravenna, Ohio. 

This lease has been properly executed by 1\avenna Aerie 1\o. 2164 of 
the Fraternal Order of Eagles, Ravenna, 0., the lessor, by the hands of 
iis President, Secretary and Board of Trustees, 1 likell"ise find that this 
lease and the provisions thereof arc in proper iorm. 

The lease is accompanied by contract encumbrance Record N" o. 29 
\\"hich has been executed in proper iorm and which shows that there arc 
unencumbered balances in the appropt·iation account sufficient in amount 
to pay the monthly rentals under this lease for July and Aug-ust, 1938. 
This is a sufficient compliance ll"ith the provisions of Section 2288-2. 
( ;eneral Code. This lease is accordingly approved by me and the same 
is here1\"ith returned to you. 

2668. 

Respectfully, 
HERBERT S. DL"FFY, 

/lttomcy G'cncml. 

APPROVAL-CO:--JTRACT A:\'D BO.\'D, STATE OF 01110, 
THROUGH DIRECTOR, DEPAHTlVlENT OF PUDLlC 
WORKS, WITH THE H. & T. FLOOR COlVIPA.NY, COLUM
nus, OH 10, ASPHALT TILE FLOOR COVERING, HOW
AHD HALL, OHIO UXIVERSlTY, ATHE:\TS, OHIO, TOTAL 
I•:XPENDTTURE. $2,754.42. 

Cou.::~rBus, Omo, July 6, 1938. 

I rON. CA ]{L G. vV All L, Director, De partmcnt of P.nblic vVorl?s, c olnmlnts, 
Ohio. 
DEAR SJR: You have submitted for my appmval a contract by and 

between The B. & T. :Floor Company, Columbus, Ohio, and the State of 


