devices, medical and autopsy information, Ohio State Highway Patrol Crash
Reconstruction reports and other items.

After an extensive review of the case file, Prosecutor Watkins authorized First
Assistant Becker to take this matter directly to the Trumbull County Grand Jury to
have it independently consider the evidence and witnesses and determine whether
criminal charges were justified.

The Trumbull County Grand Jury heard two (2) days of testimony and
evidence in this case. They were presented with thirteen (13) witnesses regarding this
matter. The Grand Jury was instructed on the applicable law of Murder, Reckless
Homicide, Negligent Homicide and the defenses of defense of others and the defense
of Necessity as well as applicable law regarding police officers and their use of deadly
force in the discharge of their duties.

After hearing all of the available witnesses and being instructed on the relevant
law, the Trumbull County Grand Jury has declined to indict any police officer or
officers for the death of Jason Cain.

While no one but the Grand Jurors are permitted to be present while they
deliberate and vote, it is important for the purpose of this release to review the
applicable law and current state of law regarding the use of deadly force under both

Ohio and Federal law.

Legal



The Ohio Supreme Court has reiterated the common law privilege to use force
in the discharge of a police officer's official duties. In State v. White, (2015), 142
Ohio St. 3d 277, 29 N.E.2d 939, the Court quoted the Supreme court of
Iowa in State v. Smith, (1905), 127 lowa 534, 103 N.W. 944: "An officer, in the
performance of his duty as such, stands on an entirely different footing from an
individual. He is a minister of justice, and entitled to the peculiar protection of the
law. Without submission to his authority there is no security, and anarchy reigns
supreme. He must of necessity, be the aggressor, and the law affords him special
protection."

Excessive force claims are evaluated under a Fourth Amendment
reasonableness standard. See Graham v. Connor, 490 U.S. 386, 395, 109 S.Ct. 1865,
104 L.Ed.2d 443 (1989). Proper application of this standard "requires careful
attention to the facts and circumstances of each particular case, including the severity
of the crime at issue, whether the suspect poses an immediate threat to the safety of
the officers or others, and whether he is actively resisting arrest or attempting to evade
arrest by flight." Id at 396 (citing Tennessee v. Garner, 471 U.S. 1, 8—9, 105
S.Ct. 1694, 85 L.Ed.2d 1 (1985)).

The United States Supreme Court has stated, "[w]here the officer has probable
cause to believe that the suspect poses a threat of serious physical harm to the officer
or others, it is not constitutionally unreasonable to prevent escape by using deadly

force." Tennessee v. Garner 471 U.S. I at 11, 105 S.Ct. 1694, 85 L.ed.2d 1 (1985).



Further, the United States Court has stated, "the 'reasonableness' of a particular
use of force must be judged from the perspective of a reasonable officer on the scene,
rather than with the 20/20 vision of hindsight. The calculus of reasonableness must
embody allowance for the fact that police officers are Often forced to make split-
second judgements-in circumstances that are tense, uncertain, and rapidly evolving-
about the amount of force that is necessary in a particular situation." Graham v.
Connor, (1989), 490 U.S. 386 at 396-397, 109 S.Ct. 1865, 104

L.Ed.2d 443.

It should be further noted that it is well-established in Ohio that a motor vehicle
can be a deadly weapon.

The statutory definition of "deadly weapon" is set forth in R. C. 2923.11 (A):

"Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device, or
thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used
as a weapon.

Ohio courts have consistently and over a lengthy period of time recognized
that when an automobile is used in a manner likely to produce death or grave bodily
harm, it can be classified as a deadly weapon under R.C. 2923.11. State v. Tortarella,
1 Dist. No. 2002-L-147, 2004-Ohio-1175, at §64; State v. Allsup, 3 Dist. Nos. 610-
06, 6-10-07, 2011-Ohio-405, at 423, "When determining whether an automobile is
deadly weapon, a court should consider the intent of the user, the nature of the
weapon, the manner of its use, the actions of the user and the capability of the

instrument to inflict death or serious bodily injury." State v. Evans, 10" Dist. No.01-



AP-112, 2002-Ohio-3322, citing state v. Gimenez, (Sept. 4, 1997), 8" Dist. No.
71190, state v. Upham, (May 12, 1997), 12" Dist. No. CA-96-08-157.

With the foregoing law in mind, a review of the case file is in order.

Summary

As previously stated, at approximately 2:30 p.m. on December 16, 2024,
Liberty Township Police became aware of a vehicle with a stolen license plate
traveling in their jurisdiction.

They had received a FLOCK' alert for the license plate on a white Jeep
Cherokee that indicated that the Ohio license plate on that vehicle had been stolen
from a Walmart Parking lot in Hermitage, Pennsylvania. The license plate was
reported stolen on December 14, 2024.

After receiving the FLOCK alert Liberty Township Police Officers were able
to locate the vehicle in the parking lot of Harbor Freight located at 3487 Belmont
Ave., Liberty Township, Trumbull County, Ohio.

After locating the vehicle, two unmarked LTPD vehicles, driven by Captain
Ray Buhala and Detective Robert Altier, arrived in the parking lot to confirm that the
vehicle was in the lot. After confirmation was made, Captain Buhala, who was

driving an unmarked black 2024 GMC Yukon, made the decision to box in the Jeep

' AFlock camera is an automatic license plate recognition (ALPR) camera system developed by the company
Flock Safety. The cameras are not speed or traffic cameras but are used to capture license plate information and
then compare that information to help deter and solve crimes by comparing the information to local, state and
national police databases. Flock cameras store the information in a database for future use and can also provide
real-time alerts.
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That employee stated she was on her phone talking when she suddenly noticed
a bunch of police cars pull up and surrounded the car next to hers. She stated she saw
some of the officers get out of their cars with their guns drawn. She then crouched
down in her car and heard five to six gunshots. She then waited a few minutes and
saw that the vehicle that was beside her had crashed into the front of the store.

The four other employees of Harbor Freight were inside the store when they
noticed the police outside of the store. Some of the employees heard the gunshots and
some did not hear them. They all stated that when the Jeep struck the first police
vehicle they began to run to the back of the store. None of the employees could

provide any great detail as to what happened.

Hanna Tillery
Jeep Front Seat Passenger

Hanna Tillery was the front seat passenger of the Jeep at the time of the incident.
Hanna was interviewed by BCI Agents on December 16, 2025. The interview was
recorded.

Hanna told agents in the days leading up to this incident that she and Jason Cain
had walked approximately 30 miles from Hartford to Brookfield and ultimately to
the home of Bill Ball (Bill) in Vienna. Once there, Bill gave Hanna and Jason a ride
to Sharpsville and dropped Jason off in an alley near the home of Jason’s ex-girlfriend

Sally (whose last name was unknown to Hanna).



Hanna walked to a nearby church and loitered there while Jason was at Sally’s
home. Eventually, Jason appeared with the white Jeep which Hanna knew to be
Sally’s vehicle. Hanna believed Jason had permission from Sally to use the vehicle.

Hanna told investigators that Jason had previously borrowed Sally’s vehicle
and would obtain the keys to start the car from her rather than having his own set of
keys, as far as Hanna was aware.

Hanna stated that earlier on the day of the officer-involved shooting she and
Jason had taken apart junk metal pieces at a friend’s house and had scraped the metal
at U-Pull-It to make some money. After leaving U-Pull-It, the pair stopped at a gas
station, purchased gas, cigarettes, and snacks. The pair then pulled into the parking
lot of Harbor Freight. Jason was going to buy Hanna some new clothes from the Citi
Trends clothing store located in the same plaza as Harbor Freight.

After parking, Jason and Hanna remained seated in the car for approximately
ten minutes while they discussed what outfit she would buy and talked about their
plans to get a hotel room for the night. Hanna stated that she and Jason had spent the
previous couple nights sleeping in the car. Hanna stated, “And then outta nowhere a
big truck pulled in, and nose to nose with us, and all the sudden the next thing I
remember, they just said ‘Put your hands up.’ I was confused. I didn’t know what
was happening. I just kept asking, ‘What’s going on?” And then they shot him in the
head right in front of me. He didn’t have no weapons. He didn’t have nothing. I don’t,
I don’t know. I think when the bullet hit him [unintelligible/crying] I think he, I don’t

know, it just flew into the building. I don’t know. I don’t know.”



Hanna later explained that at the moment the black truck pulled up in front of
their vehicle, Jason had just put the vehicle in reverse because he was going to move
to a parking space closer to the entrance of Citi Trends so they would not have to
walk as far to get to that store.

Hanna stated that she knew the vehicle Jason was driving, and that the pair had
been living out of the vehicle for the past few days, was owned by Sally because
Jason told her that. Hanna believed she and Jason had the car for approximately four
days. Hanna told agents that the police told her the car was reportedly stolen. Hanna
now believes Sally reported the vehicle stolen after learning she was using/living in
the car with Jason. Hanna stated she did not believe Jason was aware the car they
were using was reported as a stolen vehicle.

When asked how the car went from the parking space it was parked in to being
crashed into the front of the store, Hanna stated, “I think he slammed on the gas when
they shot him. It’s the only thing that makes sense to me. I don’t know.”

When asked about whether or not Jason would have had to back up prior to
driving forward into the store, Hanna responded, “I think so. Yeah, because it was in
reverse when they pulled in.” Hanna explained the vehicle had a rotary dial gear shift
and the dial was already moved into position to reverse the car when the police
arrived. Hanna described their vehicle backing up as “flying back™, and faster than
one would purposefully and normally back out of a parking space. Hanna recalled

feeling a rocking sensation between the car backing up and moving forward. Hanna
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did not say anything indicative of her being aware Jason struck a vehicle while
backing up before accelerating into the storefront.

When asked if Jason said anything as he backed up, Hanna replied, “He just
said ‘What the hell’. Jason did not say anything else during the incident. Hanna said
she did not think Jason understood what was happening at the time. Hanna stated that
she believed she heard the officers tell Jason to show them his hands but could not
recall the police giving him any other commands. Hanna said Jason’s hands were
visible on the steering wheel when police gave him the command to show his hands.

Hanna next stated, “And I honestly don’t even know. I’m pretty sure they said
like, ‘Liberty Police’ or something like that.” I don’t know. I wasn’t. I really can’t
remember.”

Hanna believed that Jason drove straight back but did not turn the car as you
would normally when reversing out of a parking space. Hanna told agents when they
arrived in the parking lot Jason pulled into the parking space in the normal fashion
and did not back into the space.

Hanna stated she did not know, but believed more than one person was in the
truck that pulled up nose to nose with the vehicle she was sitting in. She believed she
saw doors on both sides of the truck open up and people getting out pointing guns in
her direction. She recalled that one person got out from the driver’s seat of the truck
that approached them head on. That person then pointed a gun at her. Hanna recalled
the black truck that pulled up in front of her was not a marked police vehicle but did

have some sort of police-style red and blue light inside the vehicle behind the
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windshield that was turned on when the vehicle turned to pull in towards them.
Someone from the vehicle then stated “Liberty PD” or something similar to this
aloud. When asked if the people who got out of the truck said anything else to her,
Hanna said she could not remember.

When asked if the people who got out of the truck were wearing police
uniforms, Hanna stated she did not remember. When asked where she believed
Jason’s car was at the time she heard the first gunshot, Hanna stated they were still
parked in the parking space. Hanna stated Jason had not yet backed out of the spot
when she heard the first gunshot. Hanna stated she believed the subject had not yet
moved their car when the first shot was fired. Hanna stated the car had begun to move
when the second and subsequent shots were fired. Hanna thought Jason hit the
accelerator because he was scared. Hanna stated she could hear the bullets flying past
her head and believed police continued to fire as the car accelerated towards the
storefront.

When asked about hearing gunshots, Hanna stated “Yeah. There were so many.
It sounded like three or more guns, and they unloaded at least half of a clip, I think.
It was a lot.” Hanna stated she did not know how many people were shooting. When
later asked how many shots she heard, Hanna said “At least five. At least.” When
asked if she felt the car hitting anything when Jason backed the car up, Hanna stated
she could not recall. When asked if she felt a jolt or something similar at that time,
Hanna said “Yeah, I think so, but I don’t know.” Hanna stated it was possible they

hit something while backing up because her head and neck hurt really bad. When
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asked to estimate the speed, she believed the car was traveling when Jason backed up
Hanna said, “It was probably only around 15 miles per hour max, I think ...and then
forwards, I would say it was more like 25. Like it just seemed like a brick dropped
on the gas. I don’t know. It was weird.”

Hanna stated that during the incident a marked Liberty Police car did pull up
and parked on the driver’s side of the vehicle she was in. Hanna later recalled seeing
the marked police vehicle pull up to the passenger side of the vehicle she was in rather
than the driver’s side. Hanna recalled seeing the marked police car pulling up to her
location as Jason was accelerating forward towards the storefront.

Hanna stated she did not recall seeing any police officers or civilians on foot in
the parking lot at the time Jason accelerated towards the store. Hanna stated it was
daylight out at the time of the incident. When asked if she could see what was going
on outside at the time, Hanna replied, “yeah.” Hanna explained that Jason previously
lived in the garage of his girlfriend’s home and was keeping his possessions in the
garage with her permission.

Hanna further stated that Jason had mental health issues, including being bi-
polar and suffering from depression. Hanna did recall Jason making statements in the
past indicative of potentially using the police as a means of committing suicide.
Hannah did not believe Jason intended to cause a situation where the police would
shoot him as a means of committing suicide in this event. Hanna believed Jason was

sober at the time of the officer-involved shooting.
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Numerous attempts were made to serve a Grand Jury Subpoena on Hanna. All
attempts were unsuccessful including trying to call the phone number she had

provided to investigators.

Witness Officers

Officer Brandon Rice

Officer Rice had been employed by the LTPD for about one and a half years at
the time of this incident and he had been a police officer for a total of twenty-one and
a half years.

On the date of the incident, Officer Rice was working a security side job at
Premier Bank which was located at 3500 Belmont Avenue in Youngstown, Ohio.
Premier Bank was located just a short distance down the road from where the shooting
incident later occurred. Officer Rice wore his standard police uniform with a metal
police badge affixed to it. He also wore an external ballistic vest and duty belt. He
drove LTPD unit #10, a Ford Explorer, marked with LTPD emblems and emergency
lights.

Officer Rice’s vehicle had a camera, and he was wearing a body worn camera
as well. Both were on and recorded the incident.

While at the bank, Officer Rice received a notification on his personal phone
for a Flock Camera hit on a stolen license plate. The notification indicated the vehicle
was northbound on Belmont Avenue travelling towards Officer Rice’s location.
Officer Rice began looking out the front window of the bank and observed a white
Jeep Grand Cherokee that matched the description of the Flock Camera hit. The
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Officer Ryan had been employed by the LTPD for approximately 2 years and
11 months at the time of this incident. He had not worked at another law enforcement
agency prior to working at the LTPD.

During the incident, Officer Ryan wore his standard police uniform which
included an external ballistic vest carrier and a duty belt. He drove a marked police
cruiser, which was a Ford Explorer marked with Liberty Police decals and emergency
lights. He was wearing a body camera mounted to the right side of his chest. His body
camera and his cruiser dash camera were on during the incident. He did not know
Jason Cain and had no previous encounters with him.

Earlier that day, a BOLO (be on the lookout) was issued for a vehicle with a
stolen license plate. Prior to the incident, officers received a Flock alert indicating the
vehicle from the BOLO had entered the township. Officer Rice believed he had
located the vehicle and Detective Altier confirmed the involved vehicle’s location.

Officers then set up in the area but out of view of the suspect vehicle. The plan
was to converge on the vehicle and box it in, so it had nowhere to go.

Once everyone was in place, Captain Buhala gave the call to “take down” the
vehicle. Ryan drove to the vehicle which was located in the parking lot in front of
Harbor Freight.

Det. Altier was in front of Officer Ryan in an unmarked vehicle. Det. Altier
parked directly in front of the subject vehicle. Officer Ryan drove around Det. Altier
with his emergency lights on and parked near the front driver side area of the subject

vehicle.
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Since this was a high-risk felony stop, his first goal was to get to a position of
cover. Officer Ryan exited his cruiser and moved to the rear portion of his cruiser.
He could hear another officer giving commands. Once there, he realized he was in a
crossfire situation with officers positioned at the rear portion of the subject vehicle.
He then ran past the driver’s side of the subject vehicle to the driver’s side area of
Officer Christian Thoma’s vehicle. As he did so, he could see the male driver of the
subject vehicle was a white male.

The subject then puts the vehicle in reverse. He could hear the engine revving
and saw the subject vehicle back up and strike Captain Buhala’s vehicle. At that point,
he heard a gunshot. There was a brief pause, then the subject vehicle began driving
away, and he heard another shot. The subject vehicle took the same path Officer Ryan
had just come from. He did not see the subject vehicle strike his cruiser, but after it
passed his cruiser, he could see damage on the front of his cruiser. The subject vehicle
then crashed into the front of Harbor Freight.

When he heard the gunshots, he did not know who was firing. He feared for his
safety throughout the incident and explained that when the subject vehicle reversed
into Captain Buhala’s vehicle, they were all outside of their vehicles. He believed the
subject was trying to flee and he feared for the safety of the other officers because he
did not know where they were.

After the vehicle crashed into Harbor Freight, the female passenger was given
commands. He saw her exit the passenger’s side of the vehicle. However, he was

focused on the driver’s side and was not involved in securing the female passenger.
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Officer Thoma had been employed by the LTPD for approximately 2 years at
the time of this incident. He had been a law enforcement officer for a total of 17%
years. During the incident, Officer Thoma wore his standard police uniform. It
included an external ballistic vest carrier and a duty belt. He drove marked police
cruiser and had the emergency lights activated during the incident.

At the time of the incident, Officer Thoma wore a body camera mounted to the
left side of his chest. It along with his cruiser dash camera were recording during the
incident.

He did not know Jason Cain and had no previous encounters with him.

Earlier that morning, he had received a flyer for a stolen license plate that had been
placed on a stolen vehicle. Then, that afternoon, they received an alert from the Flock
system for a white Jeep with stolen license plates which was traveling north on
Belmont Ave. Upon viewing the photograph from the Flock alert, he realized the alert
was related to the information he had received earlier in the day.

Officer Brandon Rice was working a side job in the area and informed the
officers that the Jeep was parked in front of Harbor Freight.

Captain Buhala and Detective Altier were in unmarked vehicles. Det. Altier
confirmed the plate on the Jeep was correct. Since the vehicle had two occupants,
Captain Buhala directed officers to “take down” the vehicle in the parking lot to
prevent it from going out on the roadway. He explained the “take down” involved
surrounding the stationary vehicle to prevent it and the occupants from escaping.

Captain Buhala approached the vehicle and parked less than 5 feet from its rear
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When Officer Thoma first heard the gunshots, he did not know who was firing.
He reiterated that he thought the subject was firing at him because the subject had his
hands up before reaching down.

He estimated 20 seconds elapsed from the time they converged on the vehicle
until it began moving in reverse. He did not hear the occupants of the vehicle say
anything during that time.

During the incident, other officers also gave commands, but he was not sure
which officers. He did not remember if sirens were used during the accident.

Before the incident occurred, other officers mentioned the subject involved with
the stolen vehicle might be armed.

Officer Thoma did not discharge his firearm during the incident.

Captain Ray Buhala

Captain Buhala had been employed by LTPD for about 19 years at the time of
the incident. He has been a police officer for a total of approximately 21 years. During
the incident, Captain Buhala was not wearing a patrol duty uniform. He was,
however, wearing a long-sleeved shirt with a small LTPD patch on the left center of
the garment that was covered by an exterior police vest with a police patch and badge
visibly displayed on the front of the vest. Captain Buhala was also wearing 5.11
branded cargo pants and had his duty pistol in an outside-the waistband holster.
Captain Buhala did not exit his vehicle prior to the shooting and only his upper body

would have been visible to the subject during the incident.
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