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Investigative Activity: Interview of Paramedic Andrew Schmidt 

Involves: Akeem Holtz 

Activity Date: 04/16/2024 

Activity Location: Norwood Fire Department 

Authoring Agent: SA Kenneth J. Smith 

 

   
Narrative: 

On Wednesday, April 16, 2025, at 1533 hours, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation 

(BCI) Special Agent (SA) Kenneth Smith interviewed Andrew Schmidt (Schmidt), of the 

Norwood Fire Department (NFD), relative to the officer-involved critical incident which 

took place on Wednesday, April 16, 2025. The interview took place at Norwood Fire 

Department 4725 Montgomery Rd, Norwood OH 45212 . Also present during the 

interview were  Norwood Assistant Chief Brodie Cianciolo and Norwood Firefighter Dan 

Siciliano. The purpose of the interview was to obtain all relevant information of the 

incident known or observed by this individual regarding their response to the incident 

scene. 

Schmidt has been a Paramedic since 2011. Schmidt stated that they were dispatched to 

a psych emergency at 411 Montgomery Road. Schmidt confirmed en route that the 

police department had also been dispatched. They were dispatched by the Hamilton 

County Communications Center. Schmidt and Paramedic Mark Porter (Porter) 

responded in the Medic Unit. Porter was driving. Only the Medic Unit was dispatched, 

they eventually called for an Engine to respond later in the run. The Medic arrived on 

the scene and staged in the front parking lot. They were staged there for 15 to 20 

minutes and were requested to come around to the back side of the building. A police 

officer got the Medics attention from the second floor of the parking garage and asked 

them to move the Medic Unit to the area behind the Ohio Media School. A police officer 

came out and explained that there was a situation on the second floor and 

that they were dealing with numerous dogs. Schmidt and Porter got the cot out and got 

out the drug bag and the first in bag and stood in the parking lot waiting for further 

instructions. A second officer came down who had a bite wound on the right arm. 

Schmidt  The wounded 

officer then went back upstairs with other arriving officers from other agencies. A third 

officer came down and advised the Medics that they would need to sedate the subject 

on the second floor. Schmidt drew up 5mg of Versed in a 1mL syringe.  Schmidt and 
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Porter then responded to the second floor with their aid bags and the syringe. There 

was a lingering pepper spray odor in the hallway and Schmidt described that the police 

were fighting with the subject on the ground. There were two or three officers involved 

with restraining the subject. SA Smith asked Schmidt to further explain what fighting 

with the police meant to him. Schmidt responded with “He was trying to get up and 

they didn’t want him to.” Schmidt approached the subject and went between two of the 

police officers so that he could access his left posterior thigh area that was exposed 

and administered the Versed intramuscularly. Schmidt stated that 5mg of Versed 

intramuscular is the NFD protocol. Schmidt advised the police that this (Versed) will 

affect the subject’s respiratory drive, and he needs to be rolled over as soon as 

possible. Schmidt estimates that within a minute, the subject was rolled over and put 

in a seated position against the wall. Schmidt and another officer from an agency other 

than Norwood, supported the subject against the wall. The subject had a pulse and was 

breathing at that time. Schmidt then sent Porter down to get the green oxygen bag. 

The subject was placed on high flow oxygen as soon as Porter returned with it. When 

the Versed was administered they had called for an Engine company to respond to the 

scene. Schmidt called for the additional manpower for assistance moving the subject 

and for the additional paramedic for the ride to the hospital.  Schmidt kept the subject 

in the seated position and maintained his airway while waiting for the additional 

manpower. The subject was unconscious. Schmidt saw that the subject’s respirations 

were slowing and they began to . The Engine 

company brought the cot up and had to walk it up the parking garage.  The subject 

was placed on the cot in a semi-sitting position and they continued to assist his 

breathing to the squad.  The subject was loaded in the squad and placed on a cardiac 

monitor. They left for the hospital. Schmidt called University Medical Center (UCMC) 

and advised that they were en route and what they had done to that point as well as 

the condition of the patient at that time. The subject’s heart rate was  during the 

first part of the transport and  on the monitor, Schmidt felt for 

a pulse    

 Schmidt 

and Porter were in the rear treating the subject with Paramedic Reed driving.  Upon 

arrival at UCMC there were a number of staff waiting for their arrival.  The subject was 

taken straight inside and care was transferred to UCMC staff.  UCMC staff immediately 

put  on the subject and that was all that Porter observed. They gathered 

their equipment and returned to Norwood FD.   

The interview concluded at approximately 1546 hours. 
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The interview was audio recorded. The recording was attached to this report. Please 

see the attachment for further details. 

The Norwood Fire Department was served with a Hamilton County Grand Jury 

Subpoena for records associated with the response on April 16, 2025. 

See attached records for details. 

References: 

None 

Attachments: 

2025-04-16 Paramedic Andrew Schmidt Interview 

NFD HamCo Subpoena 

Norwood Treatment Records 

ECG 4.16.25 No 1 

ECG 4.16.25 No 2 

ECG 4.16.25 No 3 

ECG 4.16.25 No 4 

ECG 4.16.25 No 5 

ECG 4.16.25 No 6 

 



Exhibit 1

Included as a separate file.
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