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Investigative Activity: Review of Heather Duva’s Statement to ACSO
Involves: Heather Duva (W)

Activity Date: 07/24/2026

Activity Location: BCI - Richfield

Authoring Agent: SA Daniel P. Boerner #135

Narrative:

On Friday, June 26, 2026, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCl) Special Agent (SA)
Dan Boerner (SA Boerner) received three (3) digital recordings from Ashtabula County
Sheriff’s Office || GG < ativc to the officer-involved
critical incident which took place on Thursday, June 25, 2026. The recordings
consisted of an on-scene interview of Brandon Butts’ girlfriend, Heather Duva) (Duva).
Duva was reportedly in the basement during the beginning portion of the incident and
was “rescued” by members of law enforcement after pepper balls had been deployed
into the basement. The purpose of the interview was to obtain all relevant information
about the incident known or observed by this individual. In addition to the recorded
statement, a written statement was completed by Duva and a copy of the same was
attached to this report.

Duva’s interview with | I and written statement were consistent with Duva’s
recorded interview with SA Boerner on Friday, June 26, 2026. See Reference Item D -
Interview with family members > 2026-06-26 Interview with Heather Duva.

Additionally, Duva made the following statement in her interview with ||| Gz
(2625_0009.MP3, 09:19 mark):

| mean the, the, basically the, the basic point | think of the report is to
make sure you guys are did your job right. And he, | feel like with his
mental stuff that he was doing what his brain told him, and, and then
you guys were doing based on what your jobs, what your brain is
telling you. | think everyone did the right thing in the situation that
your brain is telling them. And, and

Gonna blame. They're gonna place blame because they don't want to
admit, not admit, but they don't want to take, accept that this was
Brandon's fault in any way. Uh, | dunno that it was his fault, but | don't

think you're not fault either.
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The interview was audio recorded. The recordings were uploaded to Axon Justic as

Reference Item G - Ashtabula Co SO Recordings > 2026-06-25 ACSO Interview Heather
Duva.

References:

e Reference Item D - Interview with family members > 2026-06-26 Interview with
Heather Duva

e Reference Iltem G - Ashtabula Co SO Recordings > 2026-06-25 ACSO Interview
Heather Duva

Attachments:

1. Heather_Duva_Statement
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Ashtabula County Sheriff’s Department
William R. Niemi — Sheriff Statement
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