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home. Officers observed the male through a bay window at the front of the home. 

 recalled making eye contact with the male through the window on the 

front door. After numerous commands to exit the residence, the male failed to comply. 

Given the risk to the child, officers planned a forced entry. 

 

The front storm door handle snapped during the initial attempt, so officers moved to 

the south side door near the driveway. While standing at the side door,  

 recalled hearing one of the officers on scene mention something about a rifle.  

Officer Wolk used a ram to breach the door, and  entered the house 

first, followed by multiple other officers in a single stack formation.  

ascended a few stairs and entered the kitchen area with his rifle at a low ready and 

while announcing “police.”  

As  took several steps inside the kitchen, he saw the muzzle of a rifle 

appear from a hallway. While continuing to issue commands, he quickly realized the 

suspect was raising a rifle toward him.  described the moment, and 

stated,  

I just remember going, my, my memory went, I went muzzle, to his eyes, and 

then back to the gun. And I, like, I, I just remember bracing myself like, as hard 

as possible. 'cause I thought I was getting shot and I thought I was gonna die. 

And, um, that's when I just started shooting at him. And then I, as I fell off the 

ground and then I, I, I still saw his face and he looked like, he just looked so 

angry and determined and I'm, I, I thought I was gonna die right there in that 

kitchen [28:22]. 

 

Believing he was about to be shot,  fired several rounds while stepping 

back and stumbling over a garbage can, eventually falling to a kneeling position. From 

the ground, he fired additional rounds until he perceived the threat was stopped. He 

estimated firing 7–10 rounds total.  was unsure if the subject had fired 

his gun at the time.  

 

After the suspect fell to the ground, officers moved in, secured the rifle on the ground, 

and observed loose live rounds scattered in the kitchen. An officer who was also a 

registered nurse (Officer Cassie Mason) arrived on scene and immediately began 

rendering aid. 

Officers continued clearing the residence and located the three-year-old child 

unharmed in the back bedroom. 
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 then exited the home, removed his ballistic vest to check for injuries, 

and confirmed he had not been shot.  

At the time  fired, he was approximately 15 feet away from the subject 

and aimed at the subject’s center mass. He was unsure where his rounds hit but 

believed they likely hit where he aimed. He described how the subject looked and 

stated the following, 

I remember seeing his mouth was kind of open and his teeth were clenched 

shut. And I just remember something was weird with his, with his, uh, with his 

face. Like his teeth were, uh, I mean, no disrespect, his teeth just looked messed 

up. Um, and I just remember seeing that and I was like, this guy, is this guy 

gonna kill me? [33:27]. 

When asked if he feared for his safety,  expressed that he “genuinely 

thought [he] was gonna to die” [28:22]. He also feared for the safety of the other 

officers on scene and the juvenile who had remained inside the house. 

 believed he experienced auditory exclusion and did not recall hearing 

his own rifle. He also believed he likely experienced time distortion recalling the 

incident occurring over a longer period rather than the few seconds it actually occurred 

in.  

 believed his actions were consistent with his training. He did not 

believe he had any other options available to him other than using deadly force. He 

feared that if he did not shoot and engage the subject, he or other officers on scene 

would have been shot. He had no prior knowledge or contact with the subject involved 

in the shooting incident. 

 consented to the review of any reports he may complete in the future 

and any body camera footage where he may be speaking with a supervisor.  

The interview concluded at approximately 1042 hours. 

The interview was audio-recorded. The audio-recording was attached to this report. 

The signed BCI Criminal Investigation Notification form is also attached to this report. 

Please see the attachments for further details. 

 

References: 

 Reference Item G – Involved Officer Interview – Stored in Axon Justice 
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Attachments: 

1. 2026-02-25 - Criminal Investigation Notification  

 




