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Narrative: 

 authored a five (5) page written statement, which he signed and dated on 

the last page. His statement provided general information which was specifically 

detailed in the tables above.   is a assigned to  and 

was on his way to a substation to retrieve equipment, specifically body-worn camera 

(BWC).   indicated that while he was enroute to the substation, a burglary 

in progress was aired over the radio.   

 indicated that he was approximately two (2) miles from the burglary 

victim’s address.  also indicated that dispatch aired that the subject was 

in possession of a firearm.   

In reference to the shooting and the events immediately surrounding the shooting, 

 wrote the following: 

“If there is an active, high priority call as we are headed into the station, protocol and 

training dictates that you respond to the high priority call. I turned my cruiser lights 

on but did not turn my sirens on because there was no traffic which is also protocol. I 

aired that I would be enroute to the call, and also aired that I did not have my body 

cam yet. Again, this is not uncommon. 

I was on Pleasant Valley Road, and there is a fork in it where you can stay straight to 

go to 104 or go right to stay on Pleasant Valley Road when dispatch came over the 

radio and informed us that the subject left the house and was walking towards 104 so I 

made the decision to stay straight onto 104. Dispatch then informed us that he crossed 

104 and was walking toward the church. I knew the location of the church dispatch 

was talking about and knew that I was about a quarter mile away from that location, 

so I headed there. Dispatch gave a description of a camo jacket and dark pants. I 

would estimate that the call went out at or around 4:50 pm, so it was still light enough 

to see outside. 

While driving on 104, I drove around a corner and saw a man with a camo jacket and 

dark pants headed up the driveway toward the church. I pulled up the drive and 

stopped maybe 50 feet from him. I believe I radioed that I was out with him, meaning I 

am in the process of making contact with the subject. 

The subject approaches me with his left hand in his camo coat pocket. I got out of my 

vehicle with my gun drawn because of the admonition I received earlier about the 

subject having a weapon on his person. I identified myself as a Ross County Deputy, 
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and I yelled at him to get his hand out of his pocket immediately. He complied. I 

continued to yell commands telling him to get on the ground and to show me his 

hands. He did not get on the ground. He tried to divert my attention and kept telling 

me something happened at the house “over there.” He was behaving erratically and not 

making sense as he continued to mumble about something about a guy just running 

past him who burglarized the house. I suspected he was on drugs, as he was talking a 

million miles a minute, sweating, and not making sense. I could see the house as it was 

an open field and had a clear view, and could tell he was telling me this as a 

distraction because I knew it not to be true. There was nobody else out there near the 

church and the home. I wanted him to get on the ground for everyone’s safety, but he 

refused to get on the ground despite my shouting repeated commands. After some 

more rambling and ignoring my commands for him to get on the ground, he said, out 

loud “flick it, I’m not getting on the ground. 

At this point, the suspect turned to walk away from me, and as I was trying to make 

sure my decision on my use of force continuum was commensurate with the suspect’s 

actions — I thought how a taser would be ineffective due to the thick clothing he was 

wearing and ultimately decided on a physical takedown of the suspect. I took two steps 

towards him, and I was still screaming for him to get on the ground. As I was 

screaming, the suspect then turned toward me, realized I was approaching him, he put 

his left hand in his left pocket at which point I saw a gun in his left hand. I yelled, 

“DON’T DO IT, DROP IT” but he started to turn clockwise towards me to which the gun 

was then pointed at me at which point I fired two rounds while stationary because I 

thought he was going to shoot me. 

I could see the gun at his left side. Deputy Ramsey, my back up, then arrived. I 

explained he is down, but he has a gun lying right next to him. He pulled his cruiser 

behind mine and approached the subject with his firearm out. Deputy Ramsey 

approached head-on while I approached from the side. Deputy Ramsey put his firearm 

away because he was going to handcuff the subject. I was going to assist so I put my 

firearm away. The subject was rolled over to his stomach to look for blood, and then he 

was handcuffed and returned him to his original position. He was not talking, and I 

checked for a pulse, but did not feel one. When I did not see blood, I began chest 

compressions, and Deputy Ramsey pulled me away and said he would do it and for me 

to leave the area.”  

 wrote the following about his reasonings for discharging his pistol: 

“I fired the two rounds because I thought I was going to die when I saw the gun being 

barreled in my direction. I fired two rounds because right after I fired two rounds, the 
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suspect went down to the ground on his back, and he dropped the gun. At this point, 

he was no longer an immediate threat, and I reacted as my training mandates- I shot 

until the threat was over, which took two rounds. I aimed at center mass. I immediately 

aired that shots were fired, and the subject was down. I aired for an ambulance. I 

relocated myself because he knew where I was standing when I fired the shots, and I 

did not know where or if I hit him. I still had him at gun point as I did not know if the 

subject was ambulatory or not. 

When I fired my weapon, I was in fear for my life, as I saw the gun be pointed at me, so 

I fired two shots. I had no other alternative to protect my life. The suspect took away 

my other alternatives and took away my ability to physically take him down when he 

turned and pointed the firearm at me.” 

The reader is encouraged to read  written statement in its entirety for 

contextual question(s) that may have arisen from this report.  
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