
 

 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS  
FRANKLIN COUNTY, OHIO 

 
STATE OF OHIO, ex rel. ) 
ATTORNEY GENERAL ) Case No: 
MICHAEL DEWINE ) 
30 East Broad Street, 14th Floor ) 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 ) 
 )   
 PLAINTIFF, ) 
 ) Judge: 
v.  )  
 )   
BLISS ENTERPRISES, LLC )  
d/b/a ERIKA TAYLOR CONSULTING ) 
c/o registered agent  ) COMPLAINT, REQUEST FOR 
Anthony J. Anthony ) DECLARATORY AND 
382 N. Front St. LL ) INJUNCTIVE RELIEF, 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 ) CONSUMER DAMAGES, CIVIL 
 ) PENALTIES,  AND OTHER 
and ) APPROPRIATE RELIEF 
 )  
MINORITY CREDIT & FINANCE )  
COMMISSION )  
c/o registered agent ) 
Ohio Money Brokers Association ) 
175 S Third Street, Suite 200 ) 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 ) 
 )      
and ) 
 )  
ERIKA TAYLOR ) 
4855 Snowy Creek Dr. ) 
Grove City, OH 43123 ) 
 ) 
and ) 
 ) 
KURTIS TURNER ) 
5345 Ivyhurst Drive ) 
Columbus, Ohio 43232 ) 
 ) 
                                     DEFENDANTS. ) 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

1. Defendants marketed a program called “The Gift” that promised consumers that 

the consumers could apply for, and receive, a large monetary gift from a wealthy, 

anonymous benefactor. Participants paid Defendants several hundred dollars in 

fees to participate in the program. Numerous consumers paid Defendants to 

participate in the program, but none have ever received any money from the 

“benefactor.”   

 
JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

 
2. Plaintiff, State of Ohio, by and through counsel, the Attorney General of Ohio, 

Michael DeWine, having reasonable cause to believe that violations of Ohio’s 

consumer protection laws have occurred, brings this action in the public interest 

and on behalf of the State of Ohio under the authority vested in him by R.C. 

1345.07. 

3. The actions of Defendants, Erika Taylor, Kurtis Turner, Bliss Enterprises, LLC, 

and Minority Credit & Finance Commission (collectively “Defendants”), 

hereinafter described, have occurred in the State of Ohio, and as set forth below 

are in violation of the Consumer Sales Practices Act (“CSPA”), R.C. 1345.01 et 

seq. 

4. Jurisdiction over the subject matter lies with this Court pursuant to the CSPA, 

R.C. 1345.04. 

5. This Court has venue to hear this case pursuant to Ohio Civ. R. 3(B)(3), as 

Defendants conducted activity in this county that gives rise to the claims for 

relief. 
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DEFENDANTS 

6. Defendant Bliss Enterprises, LLC (“Erika Taylor Consulting”) is a limited 

liability company registered in the state of Ohio with a principal business address 

in Columbus, Ohio. Bliss Enterprises, LLC does business as Erika Taylor 

Consulting.  

7. Defendant Minority Credit & Finance Commission (“MCFC”) is a nonprofit 

corporation registered in the state of Ohio with a principal place of business in 

Columbus, Ohio. 

8. Defendant Erika Taylor (“Taylor”) is an adult Ohio resident who was and is an 

owner, employee, officer, or director of Bliss Enterprises, LLC.  

9. Upon information and belief, Defendant Taylor directed, supervised, approved, 

formulated, authorized, ratified, benefited from, and/or otherwise participated in 

the acts and practices hereinafter alleged. 

10. Defendant Kurtis Turner (“Turner”) is an adult Ohio resident who was and is an 

owner, employee, officer, or director of Minority Credit & Finance Commission. 

11. Upon information and belief, Defendant Turner directed, supervised, approved, 

formulated, authorized, ratified, benefited from, and/or otherwise participated in 

the acts and practices hereinafter alleged. 

12. Defendants are “suppliers” as defined in R.C. 1345.01(C) since Defendants at all 

times relevant hereto were engaged in the business of effecting consumer 

transactions either directly or indirectly by soliciting and selling goods or services 

to consumers in the State of Ohio for purposes that were primarily for personal, 

family or household use, within the meaning specified in R.C. 1345.01(A). 
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STATEMENT OF FACTS 

13.  Starting in 2016, Defendant Taylor, operating as a representative of Defendant 

Erika Taylor Consulting, gave presentations throughout central Ohio about a 

program called “The Gift.” Defendant Taylor stated that The Gift was a program 

through which a wealthy, anonymous benefactor gave gifts of up to $14,000 to 

worthy individuals. 

14.  Defendant Taylor stated that to apply for the program, consumers had to fill out 

an application containing personal information and describing how the consumer 

would use the gift. In addition, the consumer had to pay for a background check 

and pay a consulting fee.  

15. Defendant Taylor distributed flyers about the program. A copy of the flyer is 

attached as Exhibit A. Among other things, the flyer states that:  

a. “Erika Taylor Consulting is proud to be part of THE GIFT, a philanthropic 

project that gives individuals up to $14,000 annually with no repayment.”  

b. “The benefactor is a self-made individual who has built and sustained an 

11-figures per year income.”  

c.  “[Qualifications include] Pay for and pass a background check! This is a 

full FBI check done by the Benefactors Attorney. The 6 offenses that will 

disqualify you from the project are: human trafficking, murder, rape, child 

pornography or molestation, terrorist activities, or king pin drug 

activities[,]” “[p]rovide W2s, 1099s, or recent tax returns, and a photo ID” 

and “[f]ill out the application truthfully, correctly, legibly, and in BLUE 

ink only!”  
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d. “Once background is complete, the benefactor will determine amounts 

based on the information provided in the application. This can take from 

8-12 weeks. 

e.  Once amounts are determined and money dispersed, recipients will be 

called and scheduled to come to the gifting table. At that time Erika Taylor 

Consulting will be paid a fee of $299.”  

16. Although the documents advertising The Gift program imply that the consumer 

will only be considered for a gift, Defendant Taylor told many consumers that 

they would receive a gift so long as the consumer passed their background check.  

17. Many of the statements in Exhibit A or other statements made by Defendants 

Taylor and Erika Taylor Consulting are false.  

18. After the presentation, many consumers paid several hundred dollars to 

participate in the program. Taylor told the consumers that the payments were for 

consulting fees and a background check. The fees paid were often greater than 

$150 for a background check or $299 for a consulting fee. Checks or credit card 

payments were made to Erika Taylor or Erika Taylor Consulting. Some checks 

contained “MCFC” in the memo line. 

19. Some consumers signed a form stating that they “expressly grant permission to 

The Minority Credit & Finance Commission, its representatives, agents and 

affiliates to discuss my application and any information related to said application 

with Erika Taylor Consulting, LLC, its representatives, agents and affiliates.” 
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20. After eight to twelve weeks consumers did not receive any follow-up regarding 

their application. When they contacted Defendant Taylor, she told them that there 

had been delays and that the money was still coming. 

21. Eventually, many of the consumers were contacted by Defendant Turner or 

Defendant MCFC. Defendants Turner and MCFC told the consumers that they 

were involved with The Gift program that the consumers had to fill out a new 

application. 

22. A copy of the application from MCFC is attached as Exhibit B. Among other 

statements, the application states that: 

a. “The terms and conditions in which you previously signed up are listed 

below. We have taken the time to provide a complete breakdown with 

clarification from the previous benefactor as to how they should be 

understood.” 

b. “Funds are available to individuals, families and businesses up to twenty-

five thousand dollars ($25,000.00) in the form of various gives, cash or 

financial assistance. All applications are accepted on a first come first 

served basis and will be funded as funds are available and in the order they 

are received.” 

c. “After applying you may not submit support ticket emails or phone calls to 

anyone asking the status of the application. You will be contacted. If you 

violate this your application will be denied immediately.  

d. “Normal processing time is 8-12 weeks but may vary depending on the 

number of applicants.” 
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e. “Terms and conditions subject to change without notice.” 

f. “Funds are available up to $25,000 in the form of Gifts, Cash, or Financial 

Assistance.” 

23. Many of the statements in Exhibit B or other statements made by Defendants 

Turner and MCFC are false.  

24. Many consumers filled out the application from MCFC and returned it 

Defendants MCFC or Turner. 

25. Defendant Turner told at least one consumer that Defendant Turner was the 

benefactor. 

26. Consumers did not receive any gifts or other money from any of the Defendants, 

or from any benefactor or other source. 

27. Many consumers contacted Defendants to receive refunds of the fees they paid. 

The consumers have not received refunds. 

28. Upon information and belief, the benefactor or anonymous donor referenced by 

Defendants does not exist. 

29. The Attorney General of Ohio has received numerous complaints from consumers 

about Defendants. To date, the Attorney General’s office has received complaints 

from 34 consumers who paid a total of at least $9,500. 

PLAINTIFF’S FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION: VIOLATIONS OF THE CSPA 
 

COUNT I- FAILURE TO DELIVER 

30. Plaintiff incorporates by reference, as if completely rewritten herein, the 

allegations set forth in paragraphs 1-29 of this Complaint. 
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31. Defendants committed unfair or deceptive acts or practices in violation of the 

Failure to Deliver Rule, O.A.C. 109:4-3-09(A) and the CSPA, R.C. 1345.02(A), , 

by accepting money from consumers for goods and services and then permitting 

eight weeks to elapse without making shipment or delivery of the goods and 

services ordered, making a full refund, advising the consumer of the duration of 

an extended delay and offering to send a refund within two weeks if so requested, 

or furnishing similar goods or services of equal or greater value as a good faith 

substitute. 

COUNT II - MISREPRESENTATIONS 

32. Plaintiff incorporates by reference, as if completely rewritten herein, the 

allegations set forth in paragraphs 1-29 of this Complaint. 

33. Defendants have engaged in unfair and deceptive acts and practices in violation of 

R.C. 1345.02(B)(1) by representing that the subject of a consumer transaction has 

sponsorship, approval, performance characteristics, accessories, uses, or benefits 

that it does not have. 

34. The acts or practices described above have been previously determined by Ohio 

courts to violate the CSPA, R.C. 1345.01 et seq.  Defendants committed said 

violations after such decisions were available for public inspection pursuant to 

R.C. 1345.05(A)(3). 

COUNT III – ENTERING INTO TRANSACTIONS THAT DO NOT PROVIDE A 
SUBSTANTIAL BENEFIT TO THE CONSUMER 

 
1. Plaintiff incorporates by reference, as if completely rewritten herein, the 

allegations set forth in paragraphs 1-29 of this Complaint. 
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2. Defendants have engaged in unconscionable acts and practices in violation of 

R.C. 1345.03, as set forth in R.C. 1345.03(B)(3) by entering into transactions or 

providing services that the Defendants knew did not provide a substantial benefit 

to the consumer. 

3. The acts or practices described above have been previously determined by Ohio 

courts to violate the CSPA, R.C. 1345.01 et seq.  Defendants committed said 

violations after such decisions were available for public inspection pursuant to 

R.C. 1345.05(A)(3). 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

 Wherefore, Plaintiff respectfully requests that this Court: 

1. ISSUE A DECLARATORY JUDGMENT, pursuant to R.C. 1345.07(A)(1) 

declaring that each act or practice described above violates the CSPA, R.C. 

1345.01 et seq. in the manner set forth therein. 

2. ISSUE A PERMANENT INJUNCTION, pursuant to R.C. 1345.07(A)(2), 

enjoining Defendants Erika Taylor, Bliss Enterprises LLC, Kurtis Turner, and 

Minority Finance & Credit Commission, their agents, servants, representatives, 

salespeople, employees, successors or assigns and all persons acting in concert or 

participating with them, directly or indirectly, from engaging in the acts or 

practices of which Plaintiff complains, from further violation of the CSPA, R.C. 

1345.01 et seq, and from engaging in further consumer transactions until all 

consumer restitution awarded under this action has been paid.  

3. ORDER Defendants Erika Taylor, Bliss Enterprises LLC, Kurtis Turner, and 

Minority Finance & Credit Commission, pursuant to R.C. 1345.07(B) and R.C. 
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1345.07(B), to reimburse all consumers damaged by their unfair, deceptive, 

and/or unconscionable acts or practices, including non-economic damages. 

4. ASSESS, FINE, AND IMPOSE upon Erika Taylor, Bliss Enterprises LLC, 

Kurtis Turner, and Minority Finance & Credit Commission, a civil penalty of 

Twenty Five Thousand Dollars ($25,000) for each appropriate violation described 

herein pursuant to R.C. 1345.07(D).  

5. ORDER, as a means of insuring compliance with this Court’s Order and with the 

consumer protection laws of Ohio, that Erika Taylor, Bliss Enterprises LLC, 

Kurtis Turner, and Minority Finance & Credit Commission maintain in their 

possession and control for a period of five (5) years all business records relating 

to Bliss Enterprises LLC, Minority Finance & Credit Commission, and The Gift 

program, and to permit the Ohio Attorney General or his representative, upon 

reasonable twenty-four (24) notice to inspect and/or copy any and all such 

records. 

6. GRANT the Ohio Attorney General its costs in bringing this action. 

7. ORDER Defendants Erika Taylor, Bliss Enterprises LLC, Kurtis Turner, and 

Minority Finance & Credit Commission to pay all court costs. 
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8. GRANT such other relief as the Court deems to be just, equitable, and 

appropriate. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 MICHAEL DEWINE 
 Ohio Attorney General 
  
  
 /s/ Jeffrey R. Loeser 
 Jeffrey R. Loeser (0082144) 
 Assistant Attorney General 
 Consumer Protection Section 
 30 East Broad Street, 14th Floor 
 Columbus, Ohio 43215 
 614-644-9618 (telephone) 
 877-650-4712 (fax) 
 jeff.loeser@ohioattorneygeneral.gov 
 
 Counsel for Plaintiff, 
 Ohio Attorney General 
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