


IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO

DAVE YOST,
OHIO ATTORNEY GENERAL
Charitable Law Section Case No.:
30 East Broad Street, 25" Floor
Columbus, Ohio 43215, Judge:

Plaintiff,

V.
COMPLAINT FOR INJUNCTIVE RELIEF

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH AND/OR DAMAGES OF OHIO
INSTITUTE OF RELIGION ATTORNEY GENERAL DAVE YOST
3101 Clifton Avenue
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220

Defendant.

Plaintiff Dave Yost, Attorney General of Ohio (“Attorney General”), hereby alleges as

follows:

L. INTRODUCTION

l. FBT Gibbons has been appointed Special Counsel to represent the Attorney
General in this matter.

2. This is an action to reform a charitable trust and/or impose a constructive trust on
certain charitable funds and assets held by Defendant Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of
Religion (“College” or “Defendant”) so that assets and donations may be used to permanently
maintain a rabbinical school in Cincinnati.

3. For its over 150 years of existence, the College has been the home of a rabbinical
school in Cincinnati, Ohio. This Cincinnati rabbinical school was to be “permanently

maintained” under the College’s 1950 Consolidation Agreement.
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4. A significant number and monetary amount of the charitable donations made to
the College were made, in whole or in part, due to the College’s commitment to a permanent
rabbinical school in Cincinnati. A significant amount of the College’s assets also relates to its
Cincinnati rabbinical school.

5. But the College violated Ohio law and breached its charitable trust when it
removed the language from its Consolidation Agreement that required the permanent
maintenance of a Cincinnati rabbinical school. And since that decision, the College has also
violated Ohio law and breached its charitable trust, and continues to do so, by failing to use its
donations and other assets in ways that honor this charitable purpose tied to the existence of a
Cincinnati rabbinical school.

6. The College’s Cincinnati rabbinical school is set to close at the end of the 2025-26
academic year.

7. Upon information and belief, the College is actively pursuing the sale or lease of
the land that it owns which houses its Cincinnati rabbinical school.

8. The Attorney General, having reasonable cause to believe that violations of
Ohio’s charitable laws are ongoing, imminent, and would cause irreparable injury, loss or
damage to charitable donors, beneficiaries, and others in the State of Ohio, brings this action in
the public interest and under the authority vested in the Attorney General by Ohio Revised Code
Section 109.23 et seq. (“Ohio Charitable Trust Act”), Ohio Revised Code Chapter 1716 (“Ohio
Charitable Organizations Act”), and the Attorney General’s common law authority.

IL. JURISDICTION AND VENUE
9. The Attorney General, pursuant to R.C. 109.24, R.C. 1716.16, and his common

law role as parens patriae, protects charitable trusts and their intended public beneficiaries.
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10. The College is an Ohio nonprofit corporation with a principal office at 3101
Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Hamilton County, Ohio 45220.

11. The College’s general purpose is “[t]o establish and maintain a Jewish
educational institution or institutions[.]” See College’s 1950 Consolidation Agreement at
Article 3(a), a copy of which is attached as Exhibit 1.

12. The College is an Internal Revenue Service (“IRS”) 501(c)(3) tax-exempt
organization.

13. The College solicits donations for charitable purposes, including in support of its
Cincinnati campus, and has solicited donations for charitable purposes, again including in
support of its Cincinnati campus, since its inception over 150 years ago.

14.  The College is a “charitable organization™ as that term is defined in
R.C. 1716.01(A) and the College, as well as its directors, officers, and others who solicit,
receive, or expend charitable donations, are considered fiduciaries and have been acting in a
fiduciary capacity as contemplated by R.C. 1716.17.!

15.  The College is also a “charitable trust” as that term is defined in R.C. 109.23,
which similarly subjects the College, as well as its directors, officers, and others to fiduciary
duties to deal with the College’s property.

16.  This Court has subject matter jurisdiction in this case pursuant to R.C. 109.24 and
2305.01.

17.  This Court may exercise personal jurisdiction over the College pursuant to

R.C. 2307.382 because the acts and omissions alleged in this Complaint occurred and are

! The College has acknowledged in prior litigation with the State that it is a charitable trust. See Defendant

Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion’s Answer, Case No. A2402430, 4 11 ( “. .. HUC admits that as
a 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization, it is a charitable organization and a charitable trust in Ohio by operation of law
and, as such has certain fiduciary obligations.”), a copy of which is attached as Exhibit 2.
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occurring in Ohio and/or because they involve or relate to the activities of Ohio residents and
Ohio corporations and entities.

18. Venue is proper in Hamilton County because that is where the principal place of

business of the College is located.
III. FACTS GIVING RISE TO THIS COMPLAINT

A. The College was formed in Cincinnati and its founding documents

established a requirement to permanently maintain a rabbinical school in
Cincinnati, Ohio.

19. In 1875, Cincinnati Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise founded Hebrew Union College as a
rabbinical school in Cincinnati, Ohio, the first permanent rabbinical seminary in North America.
20.  In 1950, Hebrew Union College consolidated with the Jewish Institute of

Religion. The Jewish Institute of Religion was based in the New York area.

21.  Prior to 1950, the only campus of Hebrew Union College was the one located in
Cincinnati, Ohio.

22.  In 1948, when Hebrew Union College and the Jewish Institute of Religion
announced their proposed consolidation, the announcement included a statement that “the united
institution shall continue to maintain schools in Cincinnati and New York.”

23. In 1950, the Articles of Incorporation of Hebrew Union College were amended by
the terms of the Consolidation Agreement between Hebrew Union College and the Jewish
Institute of Religion that states, in relevant part:

Consolidated corporation shall be deemed incorporated and existing under the

laws of the State of Ohio, with a principal place of business at 3101 Clifton

Avenue, Cincinnati, County of Hamilton, State of Ohio. Consolidated corporation

shall maintain a place of business in the City and State of New York and may

transact business and conduct activities in other states, territories or possessions of

the United States or anywhere else in the world. Consolidated corporation shall

permanently maintain rabbinical schools in Cincinnati, Ohio and New York,
New York.
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See Exhibit 1 (emphasis added).
24. Shortly before the 1950 consolidation, Hebrew Union College founded a secular

Ph.D. program in Cincinnati. As part of this program, Ph.D. candidate students completed their
doctoral coursework with rabbinical students. The program’s Ph.D. graduates would then
frequently serve as ministers, pastors, and professors in seminaries and universities. The College
has also offered a Master’s program to graduate students in Cincinnati.

25. In the 1950s and 1960s, the College expanded further, adding campuses in Los
Angeles and in Jerusalem. No revisions were made to the Consolidation Agreement to reflect
these campus additions.

B. The College purports to eliminate the “permanent” Cincinnati-area
rabbinical school effective the end of the 2025-26 academic year.

26.  InApril 2022, in contravention of its founding documents, the College’s Board
voted to amend the Consolidation Agreement to delete the sentence in Article 2 requiring it to
“permanently maintain” rabbinical schools in Cincinnati and New York. See Exhibit 3 attached.

27.  The College’s resolution directed the closing of the Cincinnati rabbinical school
by the end of the 2025 academic year (i.e., May 2026).

28. The College’s resolution also directed the continuation of its North American
rabbinical schools in New York and Los Angeles.

29. Even before the April 2022 Board vote approving the resolution to close the
Cincinnati rabbinical school, the College had taken steps to wind down the Cincinnati campus,
including by eliminating a full-time recruiter from only Cincinnati, while full-time recruiters
remained in New York, Los Angeles, and Jerusalem.

30.  After the College directed the closing of the Cincinnati rabbinical school, the

graduate programs could not be continued in Cincinnati either. In October 2023, the College
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voted to close the graduate programs in Cincinnati. A copy of the article in the Jewish Telegraph
Agency announcing the closing of the graduate programs in Cincinnati is attached as Exhibit 4.
C. Many of the College’s donations were made due to the Cincinnati-area

rabbinical school; many of the College’s assets are also tied to the
Cincinnati-area rabbinical school.

32.  Historically since its founding, and continuing through the present, the College
has placed significant reliance on charitable donations from members of the public and from
foundations for its funding and support.

33. Some of the charitable donations received by the College were made with
restrictions. The types of restrictions that sometimes accompany charitable donations to the
College have included campus-specific restrictions (geography), program restrictions, and
amounts restricted by purpose.

34. As one example, the Jewish community in Cincinnati alone has donated millions
of dollars to support the rabbinical school and the graduate programs at the College’s Cincinnati
campus. This financial support would not have been given, in many cases, without the assurance
of a “permanent” rabbinical school in Cincinnati.

35.  As another example of restricted donations, in 2005 the College created a “Master
Plan for the Cincinnati Campus: Creation of an Unparalleled Center for Research, Teaching &
Learning.” A true and correct copy of a presentation relating to the Master Plan is attached as
Exhibit 5.

36. Among the statements made in the College’s Master Plan from 2005 are the
following:

e p.2. The Master Plan refers to “A Permanent Address on Clifton Avenue[.]”

e p.3. “However, the Master Plan will transform more than buildings. Its

completion will dramatically expand the College-Institute’s ability to innovate
and to expand educational opportunities for graduate students and adult
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learners alike. The result will be an unparalleled, dynamic national center
for research, teaching, and learning for the Jewish and larger community
located in the heart of Cincinnati.” (emphasis added)

e p. 3. “The creation of the Master Plan and its adoption by the Governors of
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion:

o Express the commitment of the College-Institute to strengthening the
quality and vitality of Jewish life in Cincinnati, the birthplace of
Reform Judaism;

o Provide new opportunities for cooperative programming and learning
for religious, educational, and communal institutions and organizations
in Cincinnati and throughout Ohio’s tri-state area.

o Infuse new energy into the intellectual and cultural life of Cincinnati
and its strategies to expand economic development and tourism on the
local and regional levels.”

e p. 8. “The expansion and refurbishing of Mayerson Hall as well as the
transformation of the Freiberg Gymnasium into a conference center and
auditorium, will support the work of our professional and public education

initiatives that already draw tens of thousands to the Cincinnati campus and
which benefit from partnerships with a variety of local agencies.”

See Exhibit 5.

37.  As part of the College’s Master Plan in 2005 for its Cincinnati campus, donors
gave millions of dollars to the College for that project alone.

38. The College also held fundraising dinners called Cincinnati Associates Tribute
Dinners approximately annually from the 1980s until 2019, for the benefit of the College’s

Cincinnati campus. Hundreds of individuals attended these dinners. A video from one of these

dinners — in 2010 - can be found at the following link: https://youtu.be/rAH4MINm_Y4.
39. There are numerous other donors who have provided financial support to the

College due to the existence of a rabbinical school in Cincinnati.
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40. The College has substantial assets. Those assets include, without limitation, the
land that it owns at 3101 Clifton Avenue, the buildings on that land, the contents of the buildings
on the College’s Cincinnati campus, and other physical and intangible assets.

41.  In addition to the above-described assets of the College, the College has a
significant endowment, estimated to be in the hundreds of millions of dollars.

D. The College has redirected, and there is a threat that it will continue
to redirect, donations and other assets that were donated for or
otherwise relate to the Cincinnati-area rabbinical school.

42. The College is, upon information and belief, actively pursuing a sale or a lease of
the land that it owns at 3101 Clifton Avenue.

43. Since the College’s decision to close the Cincinnati rabbinical school by the end
of the 2025-26 academic year, and its decision to close the Cincinnati-based graduate school
programs, the College has redirected restricted assets outside of Cincinnati and outside of the
State of Ohio to benefit the College’s New York, Los Angeles and/or Jerusalem campuses. These
redirected assets include assets that were donated for the “permanent” Cincinnati campus of the
College.

44. During this same time period, the College has also redirected assets outside of
Cincinnati and outside of the State of Ohio to exclusively benefit the College’s New York, Los
Angeles and/or Jerusalem campuses, despite the fact that at least some portion of these redirected
assets include assets that were donated for the “permanent” Cincinnati campus of the College.

45.  As a charitable trust, the College does not have the right to divert or redirect
assets that were donated for the purpose of a “permanent” Cincinnati rabbinical school or for

Cincinnati-based graduate programs.
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46. The College, including its directors, officers, and employees who solicit, collect,
or expend donations, owes fiduciary duties to donors and to beneficiaries including, without
limitation, the duties of care, of loyalty, of obedience to the College’s stated purpose, and to
comply with the law, as well as other duties not to waste charitable trust assets and to act in the
best interest of the charity.

47. This action is being initiated against the College due to its actual and imminent
violations of law and the applicable fiduciary duties as set forth in this Complaint.

IV. ATTORNEY GENERAL’S CLAIMS

COUNT ONE: UNJUST ENRICHMENT

48. Plaintiff Attorney General incorporates the preceding paragraphs of this
Complaint as if fully rewritten herein.

49.  Asalleged in this Complaint, individuals and organizations conferred a variety of
benefits on the College through donations intended to honor the College’s charitable purpose tied
to the permanent existence of a Cincinnati rabbinical school.

50. Despite this intention, the College diverted these donations and other assets for
purposes outside of Ohio and unrelated to the existence of a Cincinnati rabbinical school.

51.  The College had knowledge of the benefits conferred and/or received these
benefits under circumstances that have resulted in the College being unjustly enriched at the
expense of the intended charitable beneficiaries of the College.

52. The Attorney General, by statute and in his role as parens patriae, protects
charitable trusts and the beneficiaries who should have benefitted from the operation of

charitable trusts.
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53.  The Attorney General is entitled to an order from this Court for an accounting of
and a constructive trust on all donations or assets unjustly retained by the College.

COUNT TWO: REFORMATION OF CHARITABLE TRUST

54. Plaintiff Attorney General incorporates the preceding paragraphs of this
Complaint as if fully rewritten herein.

55. Ohio courts recognize the doctrine of cy pres, and courts will apply the doctrine
when: (A) there is a viable charitable trust; (B) the donor evidenced a general charitable intent
on promoting the trust; and (C) it has become impossible or impractical to carry out the specific
purposes or terms of the trust.

56. Ohio case law recognizes the equitable doctrine of deviation. Courts may apply
the doctrine when deemed necessary or highly desirable in order to enable the trustee to perform
the purposes of the trust. Courts may deviate from the terms of the trust if the provisions have
become so restrictive as to impair accomplishment of the trust purposes.

57.  The College was formed as a charitable trust under Ohio law and was required to
operate for the benefit of its charitable beneficiaries. As such, the assets of the College may be
used only for the charitable purposes set forth in the terms of the trust. All charitable proceeds
unjustly or illegally retained by the College are subject to the same charitable trust.

58. The College’s abandonment and rejection of its promise to “permanently
maintain” rabbinical schools in Cincinnati and New York was invalid and violated the College’s
charitable trust.

59.  The College’s votes to close the “permanent” rabbinical school in Cincinnati and

close the Cincinnati graduate programs were invalid because they changed one of the central
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purposes and a fundamental premise of the College, i.e., a permanent rabbinical school in
Cincinnati. These actions by the College, without limitation, violated its charitable trust.

60.  The College has solicited and received donations based on one of its central
purposes, i.e., the existence of a permanent rabbinical school in Cincinnati.

61.  Donors contributed funds to the College to further and accomplish one of the
College’s central purposes, i.e., the existence of a permanent rabbinical school in Cincinnati.

62.  Indeed, a significant number and monetary amount of the donations made to the
College prior to April 2022 were made due, in whole or in part, to the College’s commitment to a
permanent rabbinical school in Cincinnati.

63.  As acharitable trust, one of the College’s obligations is to use assets and
donations only for the purposes for which they were received in trust, which included and
includes the permanent maintenance of a Cincinnati rabbinical campus.

64.  Donations raised by the College and other assets that relate to one of the College’s
central purposes — the existence of a rabbinical school in Cincinnati — must be and remain
devoted to that central purpose.

65. The College has a duty, among others, to hold and administer assets in accordance
with the intentions of donors.

66. The College’s assets as of April 2022, or at least a portion of them, must be used
or directed towards the College’s purpose at the time, which included a rabbinical school in
Cincinnati, and cannot be used or directed to fund other College operations or purposes.

67. To fulfill the College’s stated purposes as described in its Consolidation
Agreement, all Cincinnati-related assets, restricted funds, and an equitable portion of other

College assets must be devoted to a rabbinical school in Cincinnati.
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68.  The College has failed to use its donations and other assets in ways that honor its
charitable purposes, which included and includes a permanent Cincinnati rabbinical school.

69. The specific purposes and/or terms of the charitable trust have been frustrated
and/or become impossible or impractical to perform due to the actions or inactions of the
College.

70.  The Ohio Attorney General is entitled to an order reforming the terms of the
charitable trust to most nearly fulfill the purpose of the charitable trust to maintain a permanent
rabbinical school in Cincinnati in accordance with the doctrines of ¢y pres and/or deviation.

COUNT THREE: BREACH OF FIDUCIARY DUTIES, COMMON LAW

71. Plaintiff Attorney General incorporates the preceding paragraphs of this
Complaint as if fully rewritten herein.

72.  Defendant the College owed and owes fiduciary duties to administer charitable
assets according to donor intent and for the benefit of intended charitable beneficiaries, including
without limitation the duty of care, the duty of loyalty, the duty of obedience to the College’s
stated purpose, the duty to comply with the law, the duty not to waste charitable trust assets, and
the duty to act in the best interest of the charity. The College’s fiduciary duties also include the
duty to hold and administer assets in accordance with the intentions of donors.

73. By the acts, omissions, and imminent acts identified in this Complaint, Defendant
the College has breached and/or is breaching its fiduciary duties. The College’s acts, omissions,
and imminent acts include, without limitation, deleting the provision in the Consolidation
Agreement that required the College to permanently maintain a rabbinical school in Cincinnati,

closing the Cincinnati rabbinical school, ending the graduate programs in Cincinnati, and
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diverting and/or selling donations and other assets that were received due to the existence of a
“permanent” Cincinnati rabbinical school.

74.  Defendant the College’s breaches of fiduciary duties as alleged in this Complaint
have and/or will directly and proximately cause injury, loss or damage to charitable assets and/or
damages to in an amount not yet known but exceeding $25,000.

75. The imposition of the remedy of a constructive trust is also warranted due to
Defendant the College’s breaches of fiduciary duty.

COUNT FOUR: BREACH OF FIDUCIARY DUTIES, STATUTORY

81. Plaintiff Attorney General incorporates the preceding paragraphs of this
Complaint as if fully rewritten herein.

82. R.C. 1716.17 provides: “Every person who solicits, collects or expends
contributions on behalf of a charitable organization or for a charitable purpose or who conducts a
charitable sales promotion, and every officer, director, trustee, or employee of that person who is
concerned with the solicitation, collection, or expenditure of those contributions shall be
considered a fiduciary and as acting in a fiduciary capacity.”

83. The duty under R.C. 1716.17 requires fiduciaries to perform their duties in good
faith, in a manner reasonably believed to be in or not opposed to the best interests of the
organization, and with the care that an ordinarily prudent person in a like position would use
under similar circumstances.

&4. R.C. 1716.14(A)(12) provides that it is unlawful to operate “in violation of, or

fail[] to comply with, any of the requirements” in R.C. Chapter 1716.
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85. Defendant, by its actions, omissions, and imminent acts as alleged above in this
Complaint, has breached and is breaching its fiduciary duties in violation of R.C. 1716.17 and/or
1716.14(A)(12).

86.  The imposition of the remedy of a constructive trust is also warranted due to
Defendant’s breaches of fiduciary duty.

COUNT FIVE: ABUSE OF CHARITABLE TRUST. R.C. 109.24

87.  Plaintiff Attorney General incorporates by reference, as if completely rewritten
herein, all prior paragraphs of this Complaint.

88.  R.C. 109.24 provides that the Attorney General “shall institute and prosecute a
proper action to enforce the performance of any charitable trust, and to restrain the abuse of it
whenever he considers such action advisable.”

89. Defendant’s acts, omissions, and imminent additional acts identified in this
Complaint constitute an abuse of a charitable trust, in violation of R.C. 109.24.

90.  The imposition of the remedy of a constructive trust is also warranted due to
Defendant’s acts, omissions, and imminent additional acts.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, pursuant to his statutory and common law authority, Plaintiff Attorney
General respectfully requests this Court grant the following relief:

A. Order and direct Defendant, as trustee, to provide an accounting of all assets
held as of April 15, 2022, including specifically restricted assets and assets held,
used, given, and/or received in Ohio.

B. Declare the terms of a charitable and/or constructive trust, including that
Defendant’s assets held, used, given, and/or received in Ohio be distributed to

the Ohio Attorney General to be redistributed for support of a permanent
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campus and school in the Cincinnati, Ohio area for research, education, and
preparation of rabbis and leaders of Reform Judaism.

C. Reform the charitable trust of the College in accordance with the doctrines of
cy pres and/or deviation, including that Defendant’s assets held, used, given,
and/or received in Ohio be distributed to the Ohio Attorney General to be
redistributed for support of a permanent campus and school in the Cincinnati,
Ohio area for research, education, and preparation of rabbis and leaders of
Reform Judaism.

D. Prohibit and permanently enjoin Defendant from selling, transferring, removing
from Ohio, or otherwise diverting donations and other assets in ways that are
contrary to its charitable purposes, including without limitation selling the
Cincinnati campus.

E. Prohibit and permanently enjoin Defendant from otherwise violating its
obligations as a charitable trust;

F. Impose the remedy of a constructive trust;

G. Award compensatory damages and/or restitution of funds to the Attorney
General to be redistributed for support of a permanent campus and school in the
Cincinnati, Ohio area for research, education, and preparation of rabbis and
leaders of Reform Judaism; and

H. Grant the Attorney General all other relief, legal and equitable, as the Court

deems proper and necessary.
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Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Robert D. Shank

Robert D. Shank (0069229)
Ariel M. Fox (0100904)

FBT Gibbons LLP

3300 Great American Tower
301 E. Fourth Street
Cincinnati, OH 45202
Phone: (513) 651-6800

Fax: (513) 651-6981

Email: rshank@fbtgibbons.com
Email: afox@fbtgibbons.com

Counsel for Plaintiff Dave Yost, Attorney General
of Ohio

0126311.0817028 4896-7717-5198v6
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Exhibit 1
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FaRSE AT zede 85 of the =5t iy af Jenuery, 12350
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. Uniou') ead JEVIEH L¥GTITUTE OF 7 Llobl, an esucauonu eor-
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O'cnqul Code, and by Chapter £4> Kundred Thirty of the levs:
of Hineteen Eundred Forty-nine of the Stite of dev Yorky vnd
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be 28 followsy

() Yo establish and maintain a Jerish educa-
tional institution or ipstitutions, which shsll be open to

all pefséns upon equal torns, e0d shich ahill'opeyato under
the batrénige'ot The Union of Anerican ﬂebéov cOngre(atldns;
to. propan studeats to becoze Rabbls, Jevllh Peliglous
Tcaeheu and Boefal: rorkeuj to pronote ths study or the

"

‘ Jovish Roligiou, history and literature, and othorvlsc to
'l‘oster ard perpetuite Judsisa and to dlsse%‘*’f},e knorledu

oome

thereot.

(b) Q0 establlsh end naintain schools to train

VT e (|

AR 1n 1iberal spirit, ‘men end womsn for- the :.-1sn afafstry,

T

A research and comity servlce; to shu!y,soientiﬂcally

' Je:lsh 1 aratuu, history and .eligious expérienoc, and t.o

‘ mske availablo t_o the ¢enera1 pnblic a cOnstmctin k.no:rledgo

N of Judainl, 1es 3pir1tnal and social 1deall, lts hlatory and

. eatlook alﬂ 1ts ¢antributien to the -orld's progress; to .a-
va.neo Jerish ncholarship; to establish and naintam a library

f.'.

end bo oduoate and trai.n Rabbis, Cantors and reaehers.i

‘ (c) ro grant i cOnrer the dcgrees of Rabbi,
"lastnr.of Bcbrer Ltterature, Bachelor of Bobrcr Literature,"
_noctor of Bobrct Litorature, Doetor of Jewish rheology, [
Doctor of deinlty, noetar of Bebrew Lé%te#s, Dootor ‘of ﬁo—
braic Btndios and’ such ethor dogrees, diplonas and cortiti-”
»utﬂ as ecnport with ﬁu foro&ohu pnrpOns of the consoudated

eorporutian.

- sol w "L »

ke Tho huuber of rrusteos ot consolidatod corpotn-
ticn -hqll bs pot losu than tvcnty-raur (24), nor norc than
: 'ritgyptoqr (54) and the Presi:ent ex ofr}oﬁo.~ Initislly
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by the Seqretsry of State of Ohdo in the office of the Re-
' corder of Hamilton bé\nli, Ohlo,"'ﬂ'i the 'ruh'ta, privileges,
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* e
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< ; . [ ]
& o -
e HEAE T MRS
. < ‘AFFIDAVIZ OF PRESIDENT ".\sn STCRETARX
5 OF EEBRES WIION COLLIGE — JEVISH ISSTITUTZ OF
[ - ] . RLIGION
% o sn."aor L

o 2 = e £, | -
Bl "'“”cm':rnr-\ku.m.»\m ; R . "

Srrsor ..mc.(uc mmm MIELIINER, telng Suly
- and mu-ny svorn, each for M:uon‘ dapo:u ud uyss

me h', the md s&z.sox crm:t, 18- m' President,
a:nl m: m:ummm mm 15 e -.am:::s' ot
Torrev m c;no&.:qm. nm_mn‘. of Mdm,
"onto cmctnuon m e ES ﬁ%"m@ﬁl& agrecceat and.

mt 'shcy :ne~cnek bm Mﬁm to e:emte and 2130 the

_ forezomg lacmcat ct mn}z%u - “tho Yotes of more than
.-'-‘_' ? 2/3::: «mmwamecmormmuu . B
dncbwﬁo&uﬂ ﬂut. M vote, m cast ‘at & Trustecs?

R “peeting ‘.m.g—m stﬁm otl'nmv, 1950, nmnoﬁ% I™
’ muuu\dthmhv: armSuu of Ohtos

Joou R
g

4

G

#w‘m ,vo m e m- ‘ .
K, obs ~aa“ "tny of hn‘ur, 1950

R

m'na\x
Nwrgwh Juate of Qblo
% u,q...u..w-,mm.m

Pora T

THE STATE of OHIO,

Lan
COUNTY of HAMILTON ™

i 1, ELMER F. HUNSICKER, Clerk of the Common Pleas Court,
the snmne being a court of vecord of the aforewnid eounty, having by lnw a sen! dv hereby certify that

Martha Betty Semmons Exq., Whose name ix nubkeribed to the nttached cortifiente of

acknowliedement, proof or fddavis, wie nl thiy time of Wiking nald acknowlmignunt, proof or aflldavit n
NOTARY PUBLIC duly commissioned nnd aworn nnd realdlidy in safd county, and was, e such, an olllcer
ofwdsmte. du)ymmonudbythelnws thereof to tnake and certify the same, as well an to take and

cortify the proof and acknowledgment of doeds and other instruments in writing to be recorded in uaid
atate, and that-full faith and credit are nnd ought to be given to his official acta; and T further certify
that I am woll nequainted with hix handwriting, and vorily beliove that the signuture t0 the attached
certifleate is his sennine signatore, { further cortify that the fling of the improsion of e notry neal is

not required in thin stute,
- IN WITNISS WILERRO, T hinve hervunto net my lind stid sftixed ny

7. oflielal senl 27th__ day of Januapy — - oo 19 50,

R of Cammen Thoge Zmnrt, Hamilion Sountr, (he
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ton ne’ porlonany c&no IB.SOR OLM and Bumm KIELZINER,
L 1] m hown a.nd lmo'ln to :e.to be tho Pﬂlidlnt u:d. aoeﬂulv
Anlmuv.ly of. Robrow Mon collue - Iuilh Insutnto of
F . Religion, an cm.to ‘corporation described 'in and who executed
: the foroxom: urnxnnt ot eonuuauon 206 thoy unnny
, :d::l.y _a:e.l_morlod_xfd‘ “to n, thgt tn_cy»-uoqntq& the saze.
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" THE STATE of OBIO.

x s
. COUNTY of HAMILTO!

*) 1. ELMER F. HUNSICKER, Clerk of the Common Pleas Cours,
the same being a court of record of the aforesald county, having by law a senl do hereby cortify that !

Martha Betty Sewmons __ Esq. whose name iy subscribed to the attached certificate of l‘
owledgment, proof or afidavit, was at the time of taking anid nelmowled t, proof or aft

‘XOTARY PUBLIC duly commissioned and sworn and residing in snid county, and was, aa such, an omoer F
of aaid state, duly wghlym by the laws thereof to take and certify the same, as well as to te and .
m!y the preof and scknowledgment of deeds and other instruments in writing to be recorded in waid |
state, and that fn“ {aith 'uxd eredit are and ought o be given to hix officinl acte; and [ further ocrti{y- .
that I am woll acquainted with his handwriting, and verily believe that the signature to the attached .
certificate ix his geauine signature, | further corsity that the filing of the impreasion of the notary wenl in

not fred in this state. -
TR — IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 have hereunto set my hand and affixed my, s
. T oficiat se:\%f_._lth_dny ot Javvary 1990 %

. & »
o M s
o i - T TG/ et Comrana Plans Comet. Hamitng Caniy, (Wim

B i

e
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INSTITUTE
WA OFRELIGION

Resolution

The Board of Governors of HUC-JIR hereby adopts the following resolution at a duly authorized meeting
of the Board of Governors:

Whereas, we have identified five strategic goals to guide our strategic decision making, which can be
summarized as (i) Strengthen educational exceilence, (ii) Strengthen the student experience, (iii) Grow
our impact throughout the Jewish world, (iv) Achieve financial sustainability, and (v} Ensure a sacred and
respectful culture; and

Whereas, the Board of Governors seeks to find effective ways to achieve these goals and address various
challenges facing the College-Institute, which challenges include declining enrollment in our residential
rabbinical programs, caused by such factors as waning interest in attending liberal seminaries, less
denominational affiliation within the Jewish world, and more seminary choices for potential rabbinical
students; declining financial support from Reform congregations; and the operational complexity,
difficulty of ensuring consistent safe and respectful cultures, and added costs of operating similar
programs across three North American campuses; and

Whereas, the administration of HUC-JIR has made recommendations it believes will address these and
other challenges and move the College-Institute toward the achievement of the Board of Governors’ five
strategic goals; and

Whereas, the administration of HUC-JIR has committed, regardless of the campus configuration of the
residential rabbinical program, to address the need for student pulpits and internships across the whole
of the United States and Canada; and

Whereas, the administration recommends we operate our North American residential rabbinical
programs in Los Angeles and New York and cease operating a residential rabbinical program in
Cincinnati no later than the end of the 2026 academic year, until such time as further changes may be
recommended by the Provost in consultation with the faculty, and approved by the Board of Governors;
and

Whereas, the administration also recommends we design and implement an academically rigorous, low-
residency clergy program that includes in-residence learning in Cincinnati to attract students in North
America unable or unwilling to enroll in our residential clergy program and to increase our ability to
serve more of Jewish North America, to commence operations no later than academic year 2025; and

Whereas, all operational changes made by the College-Institute will comply with all applicable laws,
administrative rules, and regulations of the State of Ohio.

CINCINNATI JERUSALEM LOS ANGELES NEW YORK
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Therefore, be it resolved, thay, by the ¢ rabive vote of at 1east two-thirds of the Governors present,
paragraph 2 of the Agreement of Cunsoiddation between Hebraw Unlon College — Jewisn Institute of
Religion and Jewish Instizute of Religion, dated January 25, 1850, a5 amended Augast 13, 1992 (the
“Consclidation Agreement”), be amended to read as follows:

“Consollcated corporation shall be deamed Incorporzzed and existing under the .2ws of the State
of Ohlo, with a principai piace of hminm«; located at 3101 Cifton Avenue, Cincinnat], County of
Hamiiltan, State of Ohln. Consu.ianted corparation may transact business and conduet actividias In
other states, terriiories, or possessions of the United States or anywhete clse in the world.”

With edits shown:

{:onsniida'ed corporation shall be setmed Incorporater end existing under the laws of the Siale

Chio, with a princigai pace of business located at 3101 f: Ton Avenue, Cinginhatl, Ccsu. tf of
marnilton, State of Onlo, Consolidated corporetivn-saah - — '
B e RE R S TR B [ RR e SRR RS SE b Ul O cthe' states, tertitories,
or possessions of the Unl tee St hes or mwwhe = el:.e ini the world, < -

fResoived, Further, that HUC-iR shall pperate our North American resicential ranbinlezl progeams in Los
Angeles and Naw York and cease aperating a residentizl rabsinical program In Clncinnati no later than
the end uf the 2026 azademic year, until such time as further changes may be recommended by the
Provest in consultation with the faculty, 2nd approved by the Board of Governors; and

Resolved, Further, that the Beard of Governors Instructs the HUCJIR admipistration o pursus,
Judiciously and expeditiously, (3) the dmlgr— of an acadamically rigorous, \ow-residency cergy program
that includos in-residence lnarning in Cincinneti To sttract students In North America unable or unwilling
to anra!l in our residentlal clergy program and to Increase our ability to serve more of Jewlsn North
America, 10 commense oparstions no later than academic veer 2025, and (o) a plan to maintaln and
gxpard the impact of our Clincivnati-stusted academic resourcas (the Kiau Library, the American Jawish
Arzhives, anc the Skirbah Museumn) and the fadlities on cur Cincinnatl carmpus o expand educaticnz|
prograrming and rossarch apportunitias for all HULJIR students and faeulty, as well 25 scholars and
Jewish communities arcund the worlZ, diligently pertnering with cther Jawish and scademic institutions
as possible; with racognition that tho success of 2ll new srojecis depends on néw financlal suppors; and

esolved, Further, that the oFcers of HUCJIR snall be, and hiereby wie, authorized and empowerad 1o
execute and deliver asy gnd all Instrurnants, to take sny and all agiions, @ad to do any and all trings, as
they may desm 1o be necessary or appropliate to effectuata tae intont and parposes of the foregoing
raselution,
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or do not war:i 1o commit to a five-year course of study in New York or
Los Angeles.

Rehfeld said the educational leadersnip master’s degree program
would admit its final class in 2024 and cease operations by 2026,
while the schoo: would be “su pg(,mng all current stucents in these
programs through the completion of their degree*s ” A pari-time, non-
residents df.:(.:()l‘ of Hebrew letters course for ordamea rabbis that
has been based in Clneinnati is not being discontinued. A master’s
degree program for Jewish day school educators and an array of
cerfcate programs ')_ teachers and zzonpro_*.: professiona’s who wish
to enhance their training also remain

“We are commitied to supporting both our current stedernisin
completing their programs and our accornplished alumni — their
dedication to IIUC-JIR and to adva nen.g J GWHJ learning is an
inspiration to all of us,” Reafeld wrote in nhis email. Ee a'so said the
institution would hire an executive director Lo oversee the remaining
elemsents of the Cineinnati caripus — the American Jewish Archives, a
[ibrary anc a museune — which Tae scaool eollectively dubs its
“Research Center.”

A spokesperson for IZUC-JTR did not immmediately return a Jewish
Telegraphic Agency request for comment. But the board’s decision last
year to stop training rabbis at IITUC’s 148-year-old flagship Cincinnali
campus, in Tavor of Investiments ‘n 'ts New York and [.os Angees
outposts, opened up fault lines in the Refonn community and some
olitical opposiZon from Okio officials. Rehfeld’s own "acu'lty openly
rebelled against him, zs did a large network of HTUC alurni, rany of
whom said the Reform movement was abandoning the ,der;le of the
country and ‘ts own nistory with s plan.

Proponents of the plan argued at the time that HUC's declining
enro_men: 2o the Reform moverment’s overzl: chalienges mth
financing its prograrcs necessitated a changes. The campus’s graduate
programs had limited enrollrment as well, with Rehifeld telling JTA last
yeex that only 13 siudents were enrolled th“e : The time. Reafeld had
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