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JUNE MEETING MINUTES 

VERN RIFFE CENTER FOR GOVERNMENT AND THE ARTS 
77 SOUTH HIGH STREET, 31ST FLOOR 

WEST B & C CONFERENCE ROOM 
MONDAY, JUNE 22, 2009 

9:30 AM – 12:00 PM 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
 

NAME     REPRESENTING 
Pat Berarducci    Ohio Association of Chiefs of Police 
Judith Brachman   Interests of Older Persons 
Andrew Capehart   Ohio Coalition for Adult Protective Services 
Kristen Castle    Ohio Department of Public Safety 
Carol Dayton    Ohio Coalition for Adult Protective Services 
Tomi Dorris    Ohio Department of Insurance 
Dustin Ellinger    Ohio Department of Health 
Cindy Farson    Ohio Association of Area Agencies on Aging 
Frank Fleischer    Ohio Association of County Behavioral Health Authorities 
Dana Ramos-Reardon    Supreme Court of Ohio  
Roland Hornbostel   Ohio Department of Aging 
Cindy Kuhr    Ohio Victim Witness Association 
Beverley Laubert   State Long Term Care Ombudsman 
Leslie McGee    Ohio Department of Job and Family Services 
Nancy Neylon    Ohio Domestic Violence Network 
Barbara Riley    Ohio Department of Aging 
Tom Swift    Ohio Association of Probate Judges 
John Thatcher    Ohio Prosecuting Attorneys Association 
 
Erin Cummins    Ohio Attorney General's Office 
Ginger Kauble    Ohio Attorney General's Office 
Ursel McElroy    Ohio Attorney General's Office 
 
WELCOME – Ursel McElroy
 Opened the meeting by welcoming members.  
 Agenda and housekeeping items reviewed. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS - Varied 
B. Laubert  
 The National Council on Aging is working with WITNESS, a human rights organization that uses 

video as an advocacy tool, to pass the Elder Justice Act.  
 Ohio Department of Aging (ODA) has become involved with the project.  ODA staff has been trained 

on how to interview and tape older individuals that have been abused and others who have firsthand 
knowledge about the abuse.  Videos will later be sent to members of Congress and made accessible to 
the public.  

 Anyone interested or aware of prospective interviewees should contact B. Laubert.  Prefer to film in 
July with a particular interest in individuals from U.S. Congressman John Boehner’s district - 8. 
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T. Swift 
 The Supreme Court of Ohio hosted a planning meeting on June 8th at Sawmill Creek Resort and 

Conference Center for the Ohio Summit on Aging. 
 The meeting was a success and once meeting minutes are available they will be shared with 

Commission.   
 
U. McElroy 
 The Attorney General’s Office was awarded a grant from the Office on Violence Against Women, 

U.S. Department of Justice to support systemic change in the justice system response to elder abuse 
victims.     

 A grant adjustment was prepared, seeking permission to expand grant activities to include the 
Commission’s work (i.e. payment for lunch, consultants).  To date there has been no response. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT - Commission  
 Reviewed May meeting minutes for accuracy on public comment.  There were no concerns voiced.  
 Attorney General staff will consult with attorneys that have expertise on open meetings, open records, 

and public comment before final release of public comment procedure. 
 Removing certain aspects of public comment that may place a victim at greater risk of harm was 

discussed:       
o T. Swift explained that the courts maintain a separate file to store personal identifiers.  

There is a redaction of social security numbers, bank account numbers, etc.     
o P. Berarducci suggested Attorney General staff screen all individuals interested in 

making public comment to determine appropriateness. 
o J. Brachman suggested providing information upon request only instead of posting all 

comments on the Commission website. 
o There was consensus that any direction around public comment should be made very 

clear and published in advance - particularly victim-sensitive information.  
o There will be a demonstration of the Commission website at the next meeting.  

 
QUARTERLY REPORT – Ursel McElroy 
 Quarterly report detailing the Commission’s progress is due at end of June to the Attorney General.  

An annual report will be published at a later date.        
 Information to be included in report:  progress on Elder Abuse Task Force 2005 recommendations, 

public comment guidelines with meeting minutes attached.  The Commission will not review the 
report before submission to Attorney General.   

 
ISSUES FOR FULL COMMISSION CONSIDERATION – Commission 
 The full Commission will examine recommendations not assigned to subcommittees as well as 

“Issues for Future Consideration” identified in the 2005 Ohio Elder Abuse Task Force Report.  There 
was discussion and consensus of the following:  

o Population limits – Although an important issue, there are existing systems in place 
to address protection concerns:  Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities and 
Ohio Legal Rights Services are examples.  The issue would be more appropriately 
handled by a separate committee or effort. 

o Funding - is a big issue that requires the attention of the full Commission.  Position 
the Commission will take on funding is to be determined. 
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o Elder Justice Act – Important for Commission to follow.  It may be the impetus for 
states to enhance services to address elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation. 

o Services to Perpetrators – An issue that requires further research before the 
Commission can take a position.  Suggested Georgia Anetzberger address the group 
on research findings. 

o Mandatory Training of APS Workers – The issue will be addressed by Policy and 
Justice subcommittees. 

o Permanent Administrative Location of APS – Will not be addressed.  With minimal 
funding currently dedicated to program there are no plans to relocate APS.   

 
ACTION STEPS 
 Attorney General staff to present a demonstration of Commission webpage at next meeting. 
 Attorney General staff to arrange a presentation/update on the Elder Justice Act.  
 Attorney General staff to circulate the “Abuse, Neglect, and Misappropriation” report provided by D. 

Ellinger of the Ohio Department of Health.   
     
ADJOURN 
 In lieu of subcommittee meetings, Commission observed a presentation on the research findings of 

the Ohio Family Violence Prevention Project.  Kenneth Steinman, Ph.D, Clinical Assistant Professor 
of the Ohio State University, College of Public Health presented.   
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