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2013 Take Action Video Contest Overview 
Do you want an opportunity to showcase your creative talents and win scholarship money? This is your chance! Produce a video encouraging fellow Ohioans to be aware of and avoid scams. Help protect yourself, your friends, and your family members from scam artists who operate online, over the phone, or through the mail. Learn to recognize the signs of a scam and how to protect against identity theft. 
Scholarship Prizes

The top three winning individuals or teams of two will receive college scholarships of $2,500, $1,500, and $1,000, respectively. The winners also will have an opportunity to be featured on the Attorney General’s website.
How to Enter

The contest officially begins on September 16, 2013, when individuals or teams of up to two Ohio high school students (grades 9-12) may submit a 60-second video on one of the following topics:
· Identity theft

· Scholarship/grant scams

· Online marketplace scams

· Business or government imposter scams
The video must encourage viewers to report consumer fraud to the Ohio Attorney General’s Office by calling 800-282-0515 or visiting www.OhioAttorneyGeneral.gov.
The contest ends December 13, 2013. Video YouTube links must be submitted via email to Lindsey Coughlin at Lindsey.Coughlin@OhioAttorneyGeneral.gov  before 11:59 PM EST December 13, 2013.
The 2013 Take Action Video Contest is sponsored by the Ohio Attorney General's Office and the Ohio Council on Economic Education. This special partnership encourages Ohio high school students to build awareness of the importance of being a smart consumer.

Don’t delay your submission…Lights, Camera, Take Action!

Official Take Action Contest Rules and Guidelines
Rules and Requirements

All entries must be submitted via email to Lindsey.Coughlin@OhioAttorneyGeneral.gov by 11:59 PM EST, December 13, 2013 to be eligible.

Emailed entries must include all of the following:

· entrant’s name, school, mailing address, e-mail address, telephone number

· teacher/parent advisor’s name, mailing address, e-mail address, and telephone number

· title of the video

· YouTube link to “unlisted” video

The video must depict the importance of one topic. 
The video must be 60 seconds in length and must encourage viewers to report consumer fraud to the Ohio Attorney General's Office by calling 800-282-0515 or visiting www.OhioAttorneyGeneral.gov.

A teacher/parent must advise and be responsible for the supervision of the student(s) but must not participate in the production of the video. All communication will be sent to the teacher/parent advisor via U.S. mail and/or email.
Uploading and submitting videos:

· Visit www.YouTube.com to sign in and upload your video. 

· During the video uploading process, select “Unlisted” under “Privacy Settings.” 

· Videos submitted without the proper privacy settings will be disqualified.  
· Copy and paste a link to the “unlisted” video in your email entry. 
· Double check to make sure the link is correct. 
In January 2014, the Top 10 finalists will be notified and asked to submit the following materials within fourteen (14) days of being notified or the entrant will be disqualified. 
The following are required for Top 10 finalists:
· Video mailed in DVD format on a DVD to the address below.

· Application form– This must be signed by the submitters of the video and the advisor.

· Photo/video release form – This must be signed by each individual who appears in the video. If an individual is under 18, a parent/legal guardian must sign the form.

· Trademark/Copyright form– This must be signed by the submitters of the video and the advisor.
Only Top 10 finalists are required to submit these forms, which will be provided upon being informed of being in the Top 10. If you wish to see the forms prior to submission at any point in time, please contact Lindsey Coughlin.  
Top 10 finalists will be required to mail forms to the following address: 
Ohio Attorney General’s Office


Consumer Protection Section


Attn: Lindsey Coughlin
 
30 E. Broad St., 14th Floor


Columbus, Ohio 43215
The three finalists or teams of finalists will receive the following prizes: 

· 1st place team: $2,500 scholarship 

· 2nd place team: $1,500 scholarship 

· 3rd place team: $1,000 scholarship 

If a team of two wins, scholarship prizes will be divided among the two individuals. All prizes are subject to change at the sole discretion of the office of the Ohio Attorney General with or without notice. 
Take Action Timeline:
	September 16, 2013
	Take Action Contest begins!

	December 13, 2013
	Deadline to submit videos to the Ohio Attorney General’s Office.

	January 2014
	Top 10 finalists will be selected and notified. Additional forms will be provided and must be returned within fourteen (14) days of being notified or the entrant will be disqualified. 

	February 2014
	First, second, and third place winners will be selected and notified.

	March 2014
	Winning videos will be announced during National Consumer Protection Week and may be posted on the Attorney General’s website.


The video may only depict fictitious persons, businesses, entities, and firms. 
The video may NOT depict any trademarks, trade names, logos, brand names, or copyrighted materials, in the background, on costumes, clothing, equipment, props, audio/music, or anywhere else in the video. 

All entries become the property of the Ohio Attorney General’s Office and may be used in whole or in part at its discretion. Videos submitted by Top 10 finalists will not be returned. 

By entering the contest, all entrants agree to permit the use of their picture, name, and other personal information for publicity by the Ohio Attorney General’s Office and its designees. 

All entrants agree that the Ohio Attorney General’s Office is the exclusive owner of the submitted material, including but not limited to the submitted video. In the event the Attorney General’s Office shall not be deemed the owner, the entrants and their legal guardians convey a universal, irrevocable, and exclusive license to reproduce, prepare derivative works of, distribute, display, exhibit, transmit, and/or broadcast the videos without payment or further consent. 

Winners additionally grant to the Ohio Attorney General’s Office all rights, title, and interest, including, without limitation, all copyrights and exploitation rights in any media of their video without payment or further consent. 

By submitting the video, all entrants and their legal guardians hereby agree that they may be required to enter into additional agreements with the Ohio Attorney General’s Office and its designees. 

By submitting the video, the entrant and the entrant’s team represent and warrant that: 1) all submitted material, including but not limited to the video and everything depicted in the video, is wholly original and does not infringe upon or otherwise violate any right of any person, firm, or entity; 2) he/she has all rights, licenses, permissions, and consents necessary to submit the video in the contest in accordance with these terms and conditions; and 3) no person/entity other than the entrant and his or her team has any right, title, interest, or arrangement to the video, including but not limited to, music publishing agreement, recording agreement, production agreement, or any similar agreement. 

By entering the contest, the entrant agrees that the Ohio Attorney General's Office may post his/her video, or any part thereof, on its website or other websites and submit it for television and/or other broadcast. 
The entrant agrees that the Ohio Attorney General's Office has the right to modify, edit, and/or adapt the video as necessary as well as to reproduce it, and/or distribute it in whole or in part, without compensation or further notice to the entrant. 

The opinions expressed in the video submissions are solely the opinions of the entrants and not those of the Ohio Attorney General's Office. The Ohio Attorney General's Office is not responsible for any videos provided by entrants that are deemed harmful or offensive to others. 

The contest is subject to all federal, state, and local laws. 

Void where prohibited by law. 

Eligibility

The video contest is open to all high school students, grades 9-12, in Ohio. 

Individual students or teams (up to two students per team) may submit a video, though additional students may appear in the video. 

Only one video may be submitted per team. 

Video must be original student work. 

A teacher/parent must advise and be responsible for the supervision of the student(s) but must not participate in the production of the video. All communication will be sent to the teacher/parent advisor via U.S. mail and/or e-mail. 

The winning teams will be notified through mail and/or e-mail. Each team must submit a letter of acceptance within fourteen (14) days of being notified or the team’s prize will be forfeited. 

Individuals who have previously won the Take Action Video Contest may not participate.

Employees and immediate children or dependents of employees of the Ohio Attorney General’s Office or Ohio Council on Economic Education may not participate in the 2013 Take Action Video Contest.
Selection Process and Scoring

Finalists will be selected by a selection committee using the following rubric: 

Call to Action (25 points)

· Is the video motivating?
· Does it incorporate a message?
· Does it tell viewers to contact the Attorney General’s Office (at www.OhioAttorneyGeneral.gov or 800-282-0515) if they suspect unfair consumer practices, frauds, or scams?
Content (25 points)

· Is it appropriate and meaningful?
· Does it incorporate a theme or story?
· Is it original and creative?
Presentation (25 points)

· Does the video flow?
· Is it entertaining?
Duration (25 points)

· Is the video 60 seconds in length? (Every 2 seconds over or under will deduct ¼ of the possible 25 points in this section.)
The following will be automatically disqualified: 

· Videos that have ANY trademarked or copyrighted materials. In past years, many videos were automatically disqualified for displaying: logos on computers; names of search engines; names of online marketplaces; movie posters in the back of a room; logos on shirts, shorts, pants, shoes, or hats (even in the background); music that students did not create themselves; etc.

· Any Top 10 Finalist videos without the appropriate signed documentation.
Announcement and Presentation of Winning Video

The top finalists will receive a certificate of recognition from the Ohio Attorney General's Office and Ohio Council on Economic Education. The winning video may be shown during a press conference at the first place winner’s school or another location to kick off National Consumer Protection Week (NCPW) in March 2014. The top ten videos may be posted on the Ohio Attorney General's website. 
Video Topics and Descriptions

· Identity theft

· Identity theft occurs when someone obtains and uses your personal information such as a credit card number, bank account number, or Social Security number without your permission to commit a fraud. To avoid identity theft, consumers should obtain free credit reports from www.annualcreditreport.com; use complex passwords; shred important documents before disposing; and use secure websites when shopping or banking online. Victims of identity theft should contact the Ohio Attorney General’s Identity Theft Unit for more information. 
· Scholarship/grant scams 
· Some “companies” claim that they can award scholarships and grants in exchange for advanced fees or personal information. In reality, students should never have to pay to receive a scholarship. Furthermore, students should never volunteer personal information unless the source is trusted. Beware if a company “guarantees” a scholarship or claims that you have “won a scholarship contest” you never entered. Students should visit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid website for more information about scholarships: www.fafsa.edu.gov. 
· Online marketplace scams

· Many online marketplace scams are designed to steal identities or money. When selling something online and a check is received for more than the asking price, it is likely a scam. When purchasing something online, don’t send payment before you are sure it’s not a scam. Don’t wire-transfer money to a stranger. It’s always best to shop locally in online market places, meet the person in a public area, and bring someone with you. 
· Business or government imposter scams

· Scammers often use technology called Voice Over Internet Protocol or “spoofing” to disguise the number that appears on caller ID. For example, a consumer may receive a call from a “business” or “government agency,” requesting personal information to “verify” an account. Since the consumer’s caller ID lists the name of the business or government agency, the request may seem legitimate. In reality, these entities will never contact consumers unexpectedly and request personal information. Consumers that receive a similar phone call should hang up immediately. 

Resources
Students are encouraged to use any of the resources listed below to learn more about consumer topics. Students also are encouraged to do additional research. 

· The Ohio Attorney General Office’s Consumer Protection Section protects consumers from predatory or illegal business practices: www.OhioAttorneyGeneral.gov 
· The Federal Trade Commission is the nation’s consumer protection agency: www.ftc.gov 
· The National Endowment for Financial Education is a nonprofit foundation dedicated to providing financial education: www.nefe.org 
· Consumer literacy for young adults: www.consumerjungle.org 
· Consumer information on hundreds of topics can be found in the Consumer Action Handbook: www.consumeraction.gov 
· The Internet Crime Complaint Center (IC3) is a partnership between the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the National White Collar Crime Center, and the Bureau of Justice Assistance: www.ic3.gov 
· The U.S. government's website dedicated to teaching all Americans the basics of financial education is: www.mymoney.gov 
· Consumer Reports is a nonprofit organization whose mission is “to work for a fair, just, and safe marketplace for all consumers and to empower consumers to protect themselves”: www.consumerreports.org 
· The Consumer Federation of America is a nonprofit organization to advance consumer interest through research, education, and advocacy: www.consumerfed.org 
· The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau is a federal government bureau whose mission is “to make markets for consumer financial products and services work for Americans”: www.consumerfinance.gov 
· The Identity Theft Resource Center is a nonprofit national organization whose mission is “to serve as a relevant national resource on consumer issues related to cybersecurity, data breaches, social media, fraud, scams and other issues”: www.idtheftcenter.org 
Sample videos: 

· www.OhioAttorneyGeneral.gov/Videos
· http://www.fakechecks.org
· http://www.ftc.gov/multimedia/video/index.shtml
The above list is strictly informational and does not imply endorsement by the Ohio Attorney General’s Office; these websites are provided for educational purposes only. 

FAQs
1. Who can participate in the 2013 Take Action Video Contest? All Ohio high school students grades 9–12, who have not previously won the Take Action Video contest and who are not immediate family members of the Ohio Attorney General’s Office or the Ohio Council on Economic Education, may participate. Only team members may receive prizes.
2. How many teams can enter from a school? There are no limits to how many teams may enter per school. Each student may only compete on one team.
3. How many members can be on a team? A maximum of two members may be on a team; however, more people may appear in the video.
4. Do we need a parent or teacher advisor? Each team must have one parent or teacher advisor. The advisors can give direction, but may not contribute to the development or creation of the video. Be sure to include your advisor’s name and contact information in your email entry.
5. How can we use the resources listed? The purpose of this competition is to help students enhance their knowledge of consumer rights while learning to recognize scams. Teams are encouraged to seek out and utilize any of the resources listed on the resource page. Students are not limited to these resources and are encouraged to do additional research.
6. Do we have to use the topics listed? Yes, students are required to choose one of the topics listed under “Video Topics and Descriptions.” Any videos off topic will be disqualified.
7. How are the winning teams chosen? Ten finalists will be selected by a group of panelists using the scoring rubric. The top three finalists are selected by a larger committee using similar guidelines.
8. What can we win? The first-place team will receive a $2,500 scholarship; second-place will receive a $1,500 scholarship; and the third-place team will receive a $1,000 scholarship. Scholarships will be divided among team members. (Example: If the first-place team has two members, each team member will receive a $1,250 scholarship.)

The winning videos may be aired on the Attorney General’s website and/or throughout Ohio. A special event may be held to recognize the winners. Winners and finalists also may be recognized during National Consumer Protection Week in March 2014.
9. How do I submit my video? You must submit your video via an “unlisted” video posting on YouTube. To do this, log in to YouTube.com*, click “upload,” select “unlisted” under “privacy settings,” and upload your video. Include the video link provided in the email to Lindsey Coughlin. Double-check the link to be sure it’s functioning properly. Make sure to use “unlisted” rather than “private.”  *You can use your gmail login information.  
10. What forms do we need to submit with the video? Entries need only include the information listed under “Rules and Requirements.” Should you be selected as a Top 10 Finalist, you will be required to complete the application form, photo/video permission form, and copyright and trademark agreement; those forms will be provided when you are notified of being a Finalist. 

11. If our video is selected for the Top 10, how many copies of our video should we prepare? If you are selected as a top ten finalist, you will be asked to submit ONE copy of a higher quality video in DVD format on a DVD. The DVDs will not be returned. We recommend that you also keep a copy of your entry.

12. What is the deadline for submitting the video? All videos must be submitted via email to Lindsey.Coughlin@OhioAttorneyGeneral.gov by 11:59 PM EST, December 13, 2013 to be eligible.
13. When will the finalists be notified? Top 10 finalists will be notified in January 2014. The top three finalists will be notified in February 2014. Other important dates are listed under “Take Action Timeline.” 
14. How do I receive the scholarship? Winning teams will be provided a certificate of financial award with instructions to present a tuition invoice to the Ohio Council on Economic Education.

15. Whom do I contact with questions? Information about the Take Action Contest is available at www.OhioAttorneyGeneral.gov/TakeActionContest or contact Lindsey Coughlin at Lindsey.Coughlin@OhioAttorneyGeneral.gov or 614-387-3415
16. Where do I send the entry? Videos should be uploaded as “unlisted links” to YouTube (see “Rules and Requirements” for more information) and emailed to Lindsey Coughlin at Lindsey.Coughlin@OhioAttorneyGeneral.gov. Should you be selected as a Top 10 Finalist, you will be required to mail a ONE copy of the video in DVD format on a DVD to the address below: 
Ohio Attorney General’s Office 
Consumer Protection Section 
Attn: Lindsey Coughlin
30 E. Broad St., 14th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 43215
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