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* OHIO ATTORNEY GENERAL * -

Ohio BCI Gunshot Primer Residue Evidence Acceptance and Testing Policy

The significance of a gunshot primer residue test result is in its potential to associate an individual and a
firearm discharge. To increase laboratory efficiency and maximize the investigative value of gunshot
primer residue test results provided by the Ohio BCI crime laboratories, testing will only be performed
when results can offer useful investigative information.

Ohio BClI laboratories will test Gunshot Primer Residue (GSR) test kits from shooting subjects only.
There will be no analysis for gunshot primer residue on samples from shooting victims. A shooting
victim clearly has been associated with a firearm discharge. Test results do not offer any more
information than what is already known.

Gunshot primer residue testing will not be performed when time or activity prior to sample collection
will likely produce no meaningful conclusion from the test result. Gunshot primer residue deposited
on a living person is continuously reduced through normal activity and likely absent after cleaning.

Samples collected from objects such as vehicles, bedding and home furnishings will not be tested.

Clothing from shooting suspects shall only be accepted for gunshot primer residue testing if there is a
reasonable association to the suspect and the offense. Clothing will be sampled in areas where the
presence of gunshot primer residue would yield a stronger indication of the individual having fired a
weapon. The entire garment surface will not be sampled.

Exceptions to the above conditions may be made, but will require the request in writing from the
prosecutor or by court order.

Gunshot primer residue sample collection must be performed using Scanning Electron Microscope
(SEM) stubs only. The laboratory can only process GSR kits designed for analysis by the SEM. GSR kits
should contain only two sampling stubs, one for the left hand and one for the right hand. The proper
kits can be purchased from the following vendors/order number:

Tri-Tech 1-800-438-7884 GSR-SEM/OH(Q)
CSI Forensic Supply 1-800-227-6020 #4-0300-CC Standard SEM Kit
Sirchie 1-800-356-7311 GRA300

Questions regarding this policy should be directed to the Laboratory Supervisor listed below at the
applicable BCI laboratory.

Mark Losko Laura Risdon Cassandra Agosti

London Laboratory

Richfield Laboratory

Bowling Green Laboratory

740-845-2523

330-659-4600 Ext. 238

419-419-3572

mark.losko@ohioattorneygeneral.gov

laura.risdon@ohioattorneygeneral.gov

cassandra.agosti@ohioattorneygeneral.gov
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