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As part of BCI's on-going effort to effectively and efficiently assist law enforcement in Ohio, the Laboratory has adopted the
following policies for all latent print submissions:

1. Provide a Detailed Narrative of the Case Facts
A. In order to provide an assessment of which items are most likely to provide probative results or a possible
investigative lead, BCI scientists will need an investigative report of the crime.
B. The report/synopsis should inform forensic scientists of:
* An overview of what events took place (e.g. how the item was handled)
*To whom the items belong
* Where items of evidence were located
C. Latent prints recovered from the scene (lifts) will be accepted first. If no probative identification is made or no
latent lifts from the scene are available, items or objects left or touched by the perpetrator may be submitted.
Lifts may be packaged together and each individual lift should be labeled as to where it was collected from.
Fired and unfired cartridges (rounds) will not be accepted for examination.
Money will not be accepted for examination without supervisor approval.
Tools foreign to the scene, baggies containing unknown powder, and syringes will not be accepted for examination.
If a probative identification is made to a subject, additional items will not routinely be examined, unless case
circumstances dictate the need for additional analysis (such as multiple perpetrators).
If no probative results are obtained on the first submission, additional items may be submitted (number of items
based on policy below).
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Before testing, BCl recommends that the forensic scientists, lead investigator(s) and the prosecutor confer and identify which
items are best-suited for testing.

2. Established Limits on the Number of Evidence Items for Latent Print Examination:
A. Crimes against a person(s) (e.g. Homicides, Robbery, Assault):
e The first submission is limited to 5 items. - typically lifts recovered from the scene or items left or touched
by the perpetrator (e.g. weapon(s)).
B. Property Crimes (e.g. Burglary):
e The first submission is limited to 2 items for latent print examination - typically lifts recovered from the
scene or items left or touched by the perpetrator (e.g. flashlights, papers, bottles/cans).

Exemplars from victim(s), elimination(s), or subject(s) will not count against the number of evidence items that may be
submitted.

3. DNA/ Latent Print Co-Assignments:

A. Evidence submitted for both DNA and Latent Prints will be tested initially by one unit only. The evidence type, case
circumstances, and current laboratory testing methods will be considered in order to determine the best workflow
for the evidence.

B. If the initial laboratory testing results in a probative association between a subject/victim or a subject/victim and a
scene, additional testing will not routinely be conducted unless case circumstances warrant.

We invite you to direct your questions concerning the policy to:
Abby Schwaderer, Quality Assurance Manager
(740) 845-2517
abby.schwaderer@ohioattorneygeneral.gov

Thank you for your cooperation in helping BCI to provide consistent, quality service to law enforcement agencies throughout
Ohio and we look forward to working with you.
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