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Meeting Minutes 
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January 26, 2014 

2pm – 4pm 

 

In Attendance:  

 Veronica Scherbauer – AGO 

 Amy O’Grady -- AGO 

 Bhumika Patel – End Slavery Cincinnati 

 Eric Meyer – End Slavery Cincinnati 

 Carolyn Hulla-Meyer – End Slavery Cincinnati 

 Kellie Gaustad – End Slavery Cincinnati 

 Stacy McKnight – Foundations for Living 

 Antione Spriggs – Lighthouse Youth Services 

 Laura Bischoff – The Dayton Daily News 

 Erin Cordle – Catholic Diocese  

 Mary Ann Keough – Concerned Citizen 

 Rachel Chilton – Gongwer 

 Debra Seltzer – Ohio Department of Health 

 Lilly Cavanaugh – Ohio Latino Affairs Commission  

 Kayla Atchison – Ohio Right to Life 

 Mary White – She Has a Name 

 Stephanie Krider – Ohio Right to Life 

 Emily Dunlap – OSU 

 David Schermerhorn – She Has a Name 

 Tabitha Woodruff – Salvation Army of Central Ohio 

 Ashley Barbone – AGO 

 Tannisha Bell – AGO 

 Sarah Ladd – Legal Aid of Western Ohio  

 Ashley Moore – AGO 

 Amy Hartmann – She Has a Name 

 Claire Childers – Ohio House of Representatives 

 Dave Axner – Buckeye Association of School Administrators  

 Michelle Hannan – The Salvation Army, Central Ohio Rescue and Restore Coalition 

 Jennifer Preston – Homeland Security Investigations   

 Jake Hardie – FBI 

 Gene Jarvi – Department of Public Safety  

 Ryan Chrysler – Columbus Police Department 

 Brant Cook – AGO/BCI  

 Kristen Minnie – Homeland Security Investigations  

 Melanie Rawlins – Ohio Women’s Refuge 

 Theresa Flores – SOAP 

 David Stelzer – Tactical Response Group Inc. 



 Ginger Richards –Hope Outreach 

 Ashley Wickerham – University of Toledo  

 Laura Lebo – FBI 

 Sheriff Gene Kelly – Clark Co. Sheriff 

 Anthony Talbott – Abolition Ohio 

 Pete Swartz – Toledo Police Department/ FBI 

 Matt Hilbert – AGO 

 Tara Minter – Lighthouse Youth Services 

 Shannon Teague – Department of Education 

 Adreana Tartt – Ohio Mental Health and Addiction Services  

  

Via Teleconference/Video:  

 Michelle Gillcrist – AGO 

 Celia Williamson – University of Toledo  

 Brooke Hathaway – National Underground Railroad Freedom Center  

 Amy Deverson-Roberts – Ohio Network of Children’s Advocacy Centers  

 Jeff Barrows – Abolition International  

 Kim Hurd 

 Candace Kristin   

 Taylor Schooly  

 

I. AGO Victim’s Compensation Program – Tannisha Bell, Section Chief of the Ohio 

Attorney General’s Crime Victims Services Section 

 

 Reviewed the AGO Victim’s Compensation Program. 

 Encouraged victim service providers to have human trafficking victims apply for 

compensation. 

 Encouraged attendees to contact the Crime Victim Services Section with any 

concerns about human trafficking applications.   

 

II. University of Toledo Human Trafficking and Social Justice Institute – Ashley 

Wickerham, Associate Director 

 

 Discussed collaboration with organizations around the state on human trafficking 

issues. 

 Discussed a future online human trafficking certification program for 

professionals and webinar classes offering continuing education credits.  

 Discussed a plan to work on research questions brought forth by various entities.  

Looking to collaborate with other universities doing HT research in Ohio.  

 Mentioned that in conjunction with the University of Toledo law school, the 

Institute will offer a legal clinic to educate attorneys in Ohio on how to prosecute 

human trafficking cases under the new state law. 

 

III. Salvation Army – Tabitha Woodruff, Anti-Human Trafficking Coalition Coordinator 

 



 Discussed two Salvation Army grants – an Americorps grant and a Rescue and 

Restore grant. 

 The Americorps grant ends in June 2015.  The grant funds two employees who 

are doing public awareness work and assisting in the coordination of volunteers. 

 The Rescue and Restore grant is a three year grant from HHS.  Pays for 3 part 

time positions which 1) allow for training of professionals; 2) raise public 

awareness; 3) research of victims especially labor and foreign born victims; and 

4) assists in identifying labor and foreign born victims. 

 

IV. SOAP – Theresa Flores, Founder and Executive Director  

 

 Recently visited Arizona and distributed soap and materials.  83% of hotels 

agreed to take soap and informational packets.  23,000 bars of soap in total 

were handed out.   

o They provide a packet of info on human trafficking for the front desk and 

housekeeping staff at each hotel.  

o They talk about and distribute flyers on missing children. 

 The next event they plan on targeting is the Arnold Sports Festival in Columbus.   

 Costs $200 for a case of soap and printed materials 

 A missing child flyer is created for the local area that they are distributing soap. 

 Calls to Polaris Project double when soap is given out. 

 
V. Subcommittee Updates  

 Demand Reduction 

o Completed a white paper overview of human trafficking and a “getting 

started on prevention” handout. Currently being reviewed by 

subcommittee. 

o Finishing training materials, including a free trade Prezi presentation and 

other free trade educational materials.  

 Law Enforcement 

o Continues to work together to increase information sharing across the 

state and between agencies.  And will work to increase collaborative 

efforts across the state in 2015. 

 Legal and Legislative 

o Helped with the passage of HB 130, the End Demand Act, in June 2014.  

The subcommittee will continue to monitor the implementation of this law. 

o Prevention, Education and Awareness 

o Working on developing human trafficking curriculum for students in grades 

K-6 and 7-12.   

o Partnering with the group the National Educators to Stop Trafficking 

(NEST) which is working on develop programs and curricula to engage 

youth on the issue of human trafficking.  

 Research and Analysis 



o In the process of collecting feedback and editing the 5 city reports containing 

specific information for the 5 major cities in Ohio on human trafficking in their 

area.  The reports will also include recommendations on the best ways for the 

5 cities to respond to human trafficking.  

 Victims Services  

o Working with the two newest Human Trafficking Coalitions in the state to 

ensure they are successful.   

o Also working with existing coalitions to ensure that every county in Ohio is 

covered and has emergency 24 hour response services available.  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  


