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 OHIO ATTORNEY GENERAL’S ELDER ABUSE COMMISSION 
OCTOBER MEETING MINUTES 

VERN RIFFE CENTER FOR GOVERNMENT AND THE ARTS 
77 SOUTH HIGH STREET, 31ST FLOOR 

WEST B & C CONFERENCE ROOM 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2012 

9:30 AM – 12:30 PM 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
 

NAME     REPRESENTING 
David Barney    Ohio Department of Insurance 
Marc Baumgarten   Ohio Department of Mental Health 
Olympia Boyce-Taylor   Ohio Department of Job and Family Services 
Shelly Boyd    Ohio Department of Job and Family Services 
Judith Brachman   Interests of the Elderly 
Oliver Corbin    Ohio Department of Public Safety 
Jodi Crowe    Ohio Board of Nursing 
Jackie Doodley    Ohio Department of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services 
Cindy Farson    Ohio Association of Area Agencies on Aging 
Steve Hanson    Supreme Court of Ohio 
Rick Hoover    Ohio Department of Health 
Vicki Jenkins    Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities 
Cindy Kuhr    Ohio Victim Witness Association 
Rhonda Major    Ohio Hospital Association 
Leslie McGee    Ohio Department of Job and Family Services 
Sylvia Pla Raith    Ohio Coalition for Adult Protective Services 
Valorie Prulhiere   International Association of Forensic Nurses  
Thomas Swift    Ohio Association of Probate Judges 
John Thatcher    Ohio Prosecuting Attorneys Association 
Mary Woodyard   Ohio Department of Health 
 
Elizabeth Goodwin   Ohio Attorney General’s Office – Public Affairs 
Amy O’Grady    Ohio Attorney General’s Office – Crime Victim Services 
Erica Wilson    Ohio Attorney General’s Office – Policy and Legislation 
Ursel McElroy    Ohio Attorney General’s Office – Commission Staff/Lead 
 
 
WELCOME – Ursel McElroy 
 Opened the meeting by welcoming members.  
 Agenda and housekeeping items reviewed. 
 
REVIEW MEETING MINUTES – Commission 
 August 27, 2012 meeting minutes amended and approved.      
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Commission   
 None  
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
Wynona Dials of Licking County, Ohio 
 Provided oral comments.  
 Ms. Dials requested assistance with the investigation and prosecution of family members allegedly 

involved in the financial exploitation of her mother.  The case crosses Morgan and Muskingum 
county jurisdictions. Ms. Dials was encouraged to work with the local authorities and provided 
resources within the Attorney General’s Office:            

o Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation (at the request of law enforcement) 
o Special Prosecutions Unit (at the request of the county prosecutor) 

 
NOTE: Public comment was not scheduled for the October meeting. In consideration of Ms. Dials’ 
commute, the Commission heard public comment at the beginning of the meeting.   

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS - Commission 
Legislative Update – E. Wilson, Legislative Staff 
 H.B. 572, the Ohio Elder Justice Act, was introduced June 27, 2012 and assigned to the Judiciary and 

Ethics Committee.  Representative Mike Dovilla [R-18th District] is the primary sponsor.  Co-
sponsors include Representatives Derickson, Kozlowski, and Grossman.   

 Given the bill’s late introduction, it is unlikely that the bill will pass in the 129th General Assembly. 
 Representative Dovilla is seeking re-election this term.  The outcome of the election will influence 

next steps. 
 In the interim, commission members can begin to identify witnesses for proponent testimony. 
 The Attorney General’s Legislative Team has received inquiries from lobbyists regarding the bill.  

 
Subcommittee Updates 
Awareness Subcommittee – K. Warren, Chair  
 U. McElroy reported in Subcommittee Chair’s absence. 
 The subcommittee met September 19, 2012 at the Ohio Department of Aging.   
 Present:  S. Boyd, J. Brachman, C. Farson, C. Kuhr, R. Major, J. Ratliff, J. Richardson, K. Warren 
 Members created vision and mission statements for the awareness campaign that build upon the 

Commission’s guiding principles, along with a campaign slogan, “It’s not okay…”  
 The slogan can be followed by a variety of phrases, reflective of the different types of elder abuse.   
 The slogan would be coupled with powerful images and a tagline that lists local authorities, campaign 

partners, and disclaimers. 
 Next step is to search for images and submit slogan to the Attorney General’s Communications Staff 

for consideration. 
 
Education Subcommittee – J. Simonsen, Chair 
 U. McElroy reported in Subcommittee Chair’s absence. 
 The subcommittee met September 24, 2012 via teleconference. 
 Present:  D. Downing, C. Kuhr, J. Simonsen  
 Discussed the creation of a centralized resource on elder abuse trainings available in Ohio and 

nationally.  The resource will be a compilation of existing trainings – not an endorsement.   
 Trainings for mandatory reporters of elder abuse to Adult Protective Services are the primary focus.   
 Members prepared and submitted detailed information on existing trainings.   
 Next step is to seek assistance from the Attorney General’s Staff to format and catalogue the 

information.   
.  

Justice Subcommittee – V. Jenkins, Chair 
 The subcommittee met September 24, 2012 via teleconference. 
 Present:  M. Baumgarten, D. Ellinger, S. Hanson, V. Jenkins, J. Simonsen, T. Swift, J. Thatcher 
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 Discussed the development of an expert witness pool for elder abuse investigations and prosecutions.  
Expert testimony is needed on the topics: 1) forensic accounting 2) forensic wound identification 3) 
functional and mental capacity and 4) sexual assault forensic and medical examinations. 

 Members consulted with experts, drafted and submitted criteria. 
 Next step is to present the expert criteria to the appropriate professional organizations for 

consideration.  
 
NEW BUSINESS - Commission 
2013 Expectations 
 Commission will outline annual expectations at the February 25, 2013 meeting. 
 Preliminary topics for discussion are passage of the Ohio Elder Justice Act and examining ways to 

avoid financial exploitation in estate planning.    
 
2013 Meeting Dates 
 Meeting format and location will remain the same.   
 Location:  Vern Riffe Center for Government and the Arts, 31st Floor, West B & C Conference Room 
 Time:  9:30 AM – 12:30 PM 
 Dates:  February 25th, April 29th, June 24th, August 26th, October 28th  
 Public comment is scheduled during the April 29th and August 26th meetings. 
 
ADJOURN 
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