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 OHIO ATTORNEY GENERAL’S ELDER ABUSE COMMISSION 
APRIL MEETING MINUTES 

VERN RIFFE CENTER FOR GOVERNMENT AND THE ARTS 
77 SOUTH HIGH STREET, 31ST FLOOR 

WEST B & C CONFERENCE ROOM 
MONDAY, APRIL 28, 2014 

9:30 AM – 12:30 PM 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
 

NAME     REPRESENTING 
Laura Abu-Absi    County Commissioners Association of Ohio 
Patrick Bailey    County Commissioners Association of Ohio 
David Barney    Ohio Department of Insurance 
Marc Baumgarten   Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services 
Shelly Boyd    Ohio Department of Job and Family Services 
Judith Brachman   Interests of the Elderly 
Melanie Cooley    Ohio Attorney Generals’ office – Crime Victim Section 
Jodi Crowe    Ohio Board of Nursing 
Gene Fischer    Buckeye State Sheriffs’ Association 
Frank Fleischer    Ohio Coalition for Adult Protective Services 
Thalia Haddox    Ohio Attorney General’s Office – Health Care Fraud Section 
Vicki Jenkins    Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities 
Cindy Kuhr    Ohio Victim Witness Association 
Beverley Laubert   Ohio Department of Aging 
Joel Potts    Ohio Job and Family Services Directors Association  
Diana Ramos Reardon   Supreme Court of Ohio 
Thomas Swift    Ohio Association of Probate Judges 
Adreana Tartt    Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services 
John Thatcher    Ohio Prosecuting Attorneys Association 
 
Ursel McElroy    Ohio Attorney General’s Office – Commission Staff/Lead 
 
WELCOME – Ursel McElroy 
 Opened the meeting by welcoming members.  
 Agenda and housekeeping items reviewed. 
 
REVIEW MEETING MINUTES – Commission 
 February 24, 2014 meeting minutes approved.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Commission   
 The Subcommittee on Adult Guardianship, chaired by Stark County Probate Judge Dixilene Park, 

was formed to make recommendations for standards of practice, data collection, and monitoring 
protocols in adult guardianship matters.  The subcommittee has recommended that the Supreme Court 
adopt the proposed Ohio Minimum Standards for Guardians as part of the Rules of Superintendence 
for Ohio Courts.  The public comment period is expected to open April 29, 2014.  D. Ramos Reardon 
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will send Ursel McElroy an e-mail once comment period opens. The standards can be viewed at 
www.supremecourt.ohio.gov.  D. Ramos Reardon 

 Vicki Jenkins participated in a virtual conference sponsored by the Bureau of Justice Assistance, U.S. 
Department of Justice and the National Crime Prevention Council entitled, “Safety in the Golden 
Years: A Virtual Conference on Understanding, Addressing, and Preventing Crimes Against 
Seniors”.  The webinar will be available to the public and can be accessed on demand for the next 90 
days.  V. Jenkins 

 The Ohio Attorney General’s Office will host its 23rd annual “Two Days in May Conference on 
Victim Assistance: Access to Justice for Victims of Crime” at the Hyatt Regency Columbus 
Downtown on May 12 – 13, 2014.  There is a special workshop entitled, “Seeking Justice for Crime 
Victims with Disabilities” that will be presented by Dr. Nora Baladerian, a nationally recognized 
expert in the field of serving crime victims with disabilities that may be of special interest to 
commission members.  Registration details are available at www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov.  
U. McElroy 

 
CHAIR’S REPORT – Ursel McElroy 
Membership Update 
 Current membership reflects the list of appointed and ex-officio members proposed in the Ohio Elder 

Justice Act (Amended Substitute H.B. 49 as passed by the House).   
 Commission will invite leaders of each caucus to designate a member from the House of 

Representatives and the Senate.   
 Ohio Association of Chiefs of Police has named Chief Robert K. Ware II of Portsmouth Police 

Department as their new commission representative.   
 Ohio Chapter of the International Association of Forensic Nurses has named Darlene Schoonard as 

their new commission representative.   
 Ohio Department of Aging has named Beverley Laubert as their new commission representative. 
 Ohio’s Office of the State Long-Term Care Ombudsman has named Rebecca Cooper as their new 

commission representative.     
 
Meetings and Events 
 Since the February 24, 2014 meeting, Ursel McElroy represented the commission at various events:  

o March 5th – Ohio Family Violence Prevention Project Teleconference (see February 24, 
2014 meeting minutes for project details). 

o March 13th – Elder abuse presentation before the Office of Victim Services, Ohio 
Department of Rehabilitation and Correction.  

o March 19th – Elder abuse presentation before the Ohio Department of Mental Health and 
Addiction Services. 

o April 9th – Elder abuse presentation before the Medina County Domestic Violence and 
Sexual Assault Coalition in recognition of National Crime Victims’ Rights Week. 

o April 10th – Elder abuse presentation before the Coshocton County Prosecutor’s Victims 
Witness Program in recognition of National Crime Victims’ Rights Week. 

o April 16th – Elder abuse presentation before the Sexual Assault Network of Central 
Ohio’s annual meeting in recognition of Sexual Assault Awareness Month.   

o April 23rd – Ohio Human Services Training System Steering Committee Planning Session 
(see February 24, 2014 meeting minutes for project details).   

Requests 
MyCare Ohio Advisory Council 
 Ursel McElroy will represent the commission on the MyCare Ohio Advisory Council.  MyCare Ohio 

is a three-year demonstration which uses a managed care approach to connect services made available 
through Medicare and Medicaid. 
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 In late 2012, Ohio Medicaid became the third state in the nation to receive federal approval for its 
plan to coordinate benefits for residents covered by Medicare and Medicaid. 

 In 2014, MyCare Ohio will launch in 29 Ohio counties over seven geographical regions. The program 
is expected to serve more than 114,000 Ohio residents. 

 The Ohio Department of Aging has partnered with the Ohio Department of Medicaid, the Benjamin 
Rose Institute on Aging, and nationally recognized elder abuse expert Georgia Anetzberger to 
develop online training on abuse identification and referral sources available to care managers in 
MyCare Ohio.  A small advisory council has been formed to provide feedback and guidance on the 
development of the training and abuse screening questionnaire.   

 Judith Brachman inquired about program expansion beyond the 29 counties.  Beverley Laubert 
explained that the project is in a pilot phase and will keep commission abreast of expansion efforts. 

 Shelly Boyd asked if care managers in MyCare Ohio are mandatory reporters of elder abuse.  
Beverley Laubert will seek the answer.   

 Ursel McElroy will attend the advisory council meetings and update the commission on the council 
activities.  Additional details about MyCare Ohio are available at www.medicaid.ohio.gov. 

 
ACTION OHIO Coalition for Battered Women 
 ACTION OHIO Coalition for Battered Women in cooperation with the Ohio Coalition for Adult 

Protective Services will host an event for World Elder Abuse Awareness Day entitled, “We Care & 
We Collaborate – Working Together to Stop Elder Abuse”. 

 Phyllis Carlson-Riehm, Executive Director of ACTION OHIO, invited the commission to participate 
on a public policy panel discussion on elder abuse in Ohio.  Commission voted unanimously to 
participate in the event.  Ursel McElroy will moderate and panelists from the commission will 
include:   

o Shelly Boyd of the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (subject to availability) 
o Frank Fleischer of the Ohio Coalition for Adult Protective Services 
o Joel Potts of the Ohio Job and Family Services Directors Association 
o The Honorable Thomas A. Swift of the Ohio Association of Probate Judges 

 
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day 
 Once a year on June 15th, communities across the world plan events and programs to recognize World 

Elder Abuse Awareness Day. Events will be hosted throughout Ohio on nearby dates to create 
awareness. Commission members encouraged to share information about local events and participate 
as schedules permit.      
 

Elder Justice Initiative 
 The Attorney General’s Office will host a press conference May 6, 2014 to announce the launch of 

the Elder Justice Initiative.  Commission members encouraged to attend.  Event details will be 
available when finalized.   

 The initiative will enhance access to criminal justice services for elder abuse victims by bringing to 
bear resources within the Attorney General’s Office. The initiative utilizes a comprehensive 
approach:   

o Form the Elder Justice Team to assist with the criminal investigation and prosecution of 
elder abuse cases and the coordination of victim services;  

o Organize direct outreach to older adults through education and resources; and 
o Build local capacity to respond to elder abuse victims through training, technical 

assistance, and resource development.  
 Ursel McElroy presented PowerPoint presentation with details related to the initiative. 
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SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS – Commission 
Justice Subcommittee – Vicki Jenkins, Chair 
 Subcommittee continues to make progress developing recommendations that will aid in the 

prevention, investigation, and prosecution of elder financial exploitation. On February 24, 2014, they 
consulted with:  

o Anthony Siciliano, Division Chief Counsel of the Ohio Department of Commerce, 
Division of Financial Institutions 

o Jamie Kuhne, Program Manager of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (based in 
Columbus, Ohio) 

 
Education & Awareness Subcommittee – Ursel McElroy, Chair 
 The subcommittee will host a symposium on elder financial exploitation on October 28, 2014, the 

first day of the Attorney General’s Law Enforcement Conference at the Hyatt Regency Columbus, 
Ohio.   

 Planning efforts are underway.  The subcommittee met via teleconference March 5 and March 18, 
2014.  The symposium will be an invitation-only event for approximately 200 participants. 
 

Criminal Justice and Mental Illness Subcommittee – Marc Baumgarten, Chair 
 The subcommittee has completed the integration of a behavioral health module into an existing elder 

abuse curriculum for law enforcement, adult protection professionals, and first responders.      
 Training dates have been set for May 22 – 23, 2014; June 5 – 6, 2014; October 23 – 24, 2014 at the 

Ohio Peace Office Training Academy in London, Ohio. Registration details are available at 
www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – Commission 
Legislative Update – Ursel McElroy   
 Amended Substitute H.B. 49, the Ohio Elder Justice Act, passed the House 88 – 6 on February 12, 

2014.  The bill has been assigned to the Senate Civil Justice Committee.  A copy of the bill is 
available at www.legislature.state.oh.us. 

 H.B. 483 Omnibus Amendment provides an additional $10 million in FY’15 for Adult Protective 
Services. 

 Some organizations represented on the commission have been involved with independent advocacy 
efforts.  Ex: Ohio Coalition for Adult Protective Services and Ohio Job and Family Services Directors 
Association participated in a webinar hosted by Advocates for Ohio's Future on April, 11, 2014 to 
discuss the Mid-Biennium Review budget and share updates. There was particular interest in 
additional support for child welfare, child care, and adult protective services. 

 Funding for Adult Protective Services will be favorable to the movement of H.B. 49. 
 

NEW BUSINESS – Commission 
 None 

 
SUBCOMMITTEE MEETINGS - Commission 
 Subcommittees met to complete outstanding tasks. 
 
ADJOURN 


