
 
  
 

 
 
 

 OHIO ATTORNEY GENERAL’S ELDER ABUSE COMMISSION 
MAY MEETING MINUTES 

VERN RIFFE CENTER FOR GOVERNMENT AND THE ARTS 
77 SOUTH HIGH STREET, 31ST FLOOR 

WEST B & C CONFERENCE ROOM 
MONDAY, MAY 23, 2011 

9:30 AM – 3:30 PM 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
 

NAME     REPRESENTING
Judith Brachman   Interests of Elderly 
Andrew Capehart   Ohio Coalition for Adult Protective Services 
Oliver Corbin    Ohio Department of Public Safety 
Carol Dayton    Ohio Coalition for Adult Protective Services 
Dustin Ellinger    Ohio Department of Health 
Frank Fleischer    Ohio Coalition for Adult Protective Services 
Christine Haenszel   Ohio Attorney General's Office – Healthcare Fraud 
Steve Hanson    Supreme Court of Ohio∗

Roland Hornbostel   Ohio Department of Aging 
Vicki Jenkins    Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities 
Cindy Kuhr    Ohio Victim Witness Association 
Beverley Laubert   Ohio State Long Term Care Ombudsman 
Leslie McGee    Ohio Department of Job and Family Services 
Jo Simonsen    Ohio Domestic Violence Network 
Wayne Summerville   Ohio Department of Job and Family Services 
Thomas Swift    Ohio Association of Probate Judges 
Adreana Tartt    Ohio Department of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services 
John Thatcher    Ohio Prosecuting Attorneys Association 
Karla Warren    Ohio Department of Aging 
 
Ursel McElroy    Ohio Attorney General's Office 
 
WELCOME – Ursel McElroy
 Opened the meeting by welcoming members.  
 Agenda and housekeeping items reviewed. 

 
REVIEW MARCH MEETING MINUTES – Commission
 March 28, 2011 meeting minutes amended and approved.      

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Commission   
F. Fleischer 
 F. Fleischer is the current Chair of the Ohio Coalition of Adult Protective Services.  Effective 

immediately, he will replace C. Dayton as the organization’s representative on the commission.   

                                                 
∗ Marissa Doyle – Supreme Court of Ohio intern present 



 OCAPS is working with Senator Jimmy Stewart to sponsor legislation that would impose a fee on 
funerals – fees collected would be used for Adult Protective Services.  Legislative Service 
Commission draft available from F. Fleischer or C. Dayton.  

 
C. Dayton 
 The Consortium Against Adult Abuse will host its annual conference and meeting June 19, 2011 in 

Cleveland, Ohio.  Registration brochures were distributed.   
 
S. Hanson 
 The National Judicial Institute on Domestic Violence:  Enhancing Judicial Skills in Elder Abuse 

Cases will be hosted jointly by the Ohio Attorney General's Office, Supreme Court of Ohio and the 
Ohio Association of Probate Judges in Columbus Ohio, August 25 – 26, 2011.  The event, in part, is a 
follow up to the 2010 Ohio Summit on Aging.   

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – Commission 
 Reviewed action items from 2011 plan.  Outstanding tasks were reassigned to subcommittees:       

o Examining the feasibility of creating an Ohio registry for perpetrators of elder abuse. 
o Expanding the forensic capacity to investigate and prosecute elder abuse cases, with an 

emphasis on financial exploitation. 
o Advocating for stable funding in Ohio to address elder abuse.  

  
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS - Commission     
Awareness Subcommittee – K. Warren reported 
 It has been determined that any monies utilized to fund an elder abuse awareness campaign, must 

come from governmental sources – not private- if passed through the Ohio Attorney General's Office.  
Alternatively, the campaign could be lead by another organization, broadening funding possibilities.   

 Will begin developing campaign materials with $0 budget (i.e., create slogan and images; strategize 
about free outlets for advertisement). 

 The National Center on Elder Abuse may be a good resource for public service announcements. 
 Target date for campaign launch remains June 15, 2012 – to coincide with World Elder Abuse 

Awareness Day.      
 
Justice & Policy Subcommittee – R. Hornbostel reported 
Perpetrators Registry 
 Began discussion with the premise of the goal of the registry (in no particular order):     

o preventing abuse, neglect, and exploitation  
o hiring and employee screening 
o allowing county Adult Protective Services agencies to cross check cases 
o supporting prosecution  

 
 Two stages to developing a registry:   

o Determine what registries or comparable databases already exist:  
- Research State Tested Nursing Assistants (D. Ellinger lead). 
- Research Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities (V. Jenkins lead). 
- Research Ohio Attorney General's Office, Consumer Protection and various licensure 

boards (C. Haenszel). 
o Retrieve data from other systems with applicable registries and/or databases: 

- Research feasibility of using the Ohio Law Enforcement Gateway (OHLEG) as a 
mechanism to retrieve data from other systems.   

- Consider mandating each agency to maintain a minimum qualification of operation.     
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Forensic Capacity 
 Look at ways to expand the forensic capacity to address financial exploitation cases: 

o Identify an existing center or model designed to help prosecutors on an ad hoc basis. 
- Research California-based center (A. Capehart lead). 

o Consult with experts in the fields of financial exploitation and forensic accounting.   
 -     Consult with Carolyn Dessin of the University of Akron (U. McElroy lead). 
o Provide training on forensic accounting to Adult Protective Services. 

- Research capacity of the Ohio Human Services Training System to fund curriculum 
development (W. Summerville lead). 

 
Research Subcommittee – C. Dayton reported 
 The Ohio Elder Abuse Research Symposium took place May 17, 2011 during the Ohio Attorney 

General's Two Days in May Victim Assistance Conference in Columbus Ohio.  It was well attended 
and a success.    

 Symposium proceedings will be written in the context of the future, and not simply a recount of the 
day’s events.    

 Ways to disseminate the proceedings were discussed:       
o Ohio Attorney General's Office website and distribution lists 
o Website and distribution lists of agencies represented on the commission 
o National Adult Protective Services Association Research Committee listserv 
o National Committee for the Prevention of Elder Abuse newsletter 
o Victimization of the Elderly and Disabled Journal 
o Ohio Coalition for Adult Protective Services newsletter 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT – Commission 
Rosanna Miller of Bellfontaine, Ohio 
 Provided oral and written comments.         
 Requested the following:     

o Commission assist with the alleged murder of her mother in Logan County.   
o Commission assist with the alleged abuse of her father in Logan County. 
o Commission address the ineffective response she alleges she received from local authorities 

and appeal proceedings.      
 Matter has already been reviewed by local authorities and appeal proceedings.  
 Ms. Miller reminded that the commission is not an investigative body and has no authority to become 

involved with individual cases. 
 
ADJOURN 
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