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SEPTEMBER MEETING MINUTES 

VERN RIFFE CENTER FOR GOVERNMENT AND THE ARTS 
77 SOUTH HIGH STREET, 31ST FLOOR 

WEST B & C CONFERENCE ROOM 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2010 

9:30 AM – 3:30 PM 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
 

NAME     REPRESENTING
Judith Brachman   Interests of the Elderly 
Andrew Capehart   Ohio Coalition for Adult Protective Services 
Oliver Corbin    Ohio Department of Public Safety 
Carol Dayton    Ohio Coalition for Adult Protective Services 
Debra Downing    County Commissioners Association of Ohio 
Tomi Dorris    Ohio Department of Insurance 
Cindy Farson    Ohio Association of Area Agencies on Aging 
Gene Fischer    Buckeye State Sheriffs’ Association 
Frank Fleischer    Ohio Coalition for Adult Protective Services 
Stacey Frohnapfel-Hasson  Ohio Association of County Behavioral Health Authorities 
Christine Haenszel   Ohio Attorney General's Office  
Steve Hanson    Supreme Court of Ohio  
Cindy Kuhr    Ohio Victim Witness Association   
Leslie McGee    Ohio Department of Job and Family Services 
Jo Simonsen    Ohio Domestic Violence Network 
Wayne Summerville   Ohio Department of Job and Family Services 
Thomas Swift    Ohio Association of Probate Judges 
John Thatcher    Ohio Prosecuting Attorneys Association 
Karla Warren    Ohio Department of Aging 
 
Ursel McElroy    Ohio Attorney General's Office 
 
WELCOME – Ursel McElroy
 Opened the meeting by welcoming members.  
 Agenda and housekeeping items reviewed. 

 
REVIEWED AUGUST MEETING MINUTES – Commission
 August 23, 2010 meeting minutes amended and approved.      

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Commission   
S. Hanson 
 The Supreme Court of Ohio, Ohio Governor’s Office, Ohio Attorney General's Office, and Ohio 

Association of Probate Judges will host the Ohio Summit on Aging at the Hilton Polaris in Columbus,  
Ohio October 15, 2010.  It is an invitation-only event, with approximately 115 registrants thus far.  
Participation by many is contingent upon scholarship assistance.  The event has been approved for 
Continuing Legal Education (CLE) and Continuing Judicial Education (CJE) credits with Continuing 
Education Unit (CEU) credits pending.  J. Brachman, C. Dayton, and S. Frohnapfel-Hasson agreed to 
represent the commission at the event.          
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J. Simonsen 
 The Benjamin Rose Institute hosted three events September 23 and 24, 2010.  C. Dayton and T. Swift 

participated in a panel discussion, “Elder Abuse and Elder Justice: A Review of Ohio’s Past and a 
Look to the Future”, followed by guest speaker Bob Blancato, National Coordinator of the Elder 
Justice Coalition who delivered the Fourth Annual Katz Policy Lecture.  On day two, C. Dayton and 
J. Simonsen participated in “An Invitational Forum for Elder Abuse and Elder Justice Stakeholders: 
Planning for Implementation of the Elder Justice Act in Ohio.”      

 
S. Frohnapfel-Hasson 
 The Ohio Coalition for Adult Protective Services has launched a new online resource for Adult 

Protective Services information – OhioHOPES.org.  The website provides local, state, and national 
resources for older crime victims and their caregivers.  There was a demonstration of the site during 
the meeting.   

 
F. Fleischer 
 The Ohio Coalition for Adult Protective Services has been awarded a Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) 

grant from the Ohio Attorney General's Office. The funds will be used to maintain the 
OhioHOPES.org online resource and hire a part-time Executive Director.   

 
U. McElroy 
 The Ohio Attorney General's Office, the state VOCA administrator, is interested in funding two pilot 

programs that provide emergency services to victims of elder abuse.  The commission discussed 
potential Adult Protective Services (APS) programs to participate.  A request for proposals will be 
drafted and shared with the commission and general public soon. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – Commission 
Legislative Draft 
 Completed a fifth review of the Legislative Service Commission draft.   New recommendations and 

those from earlier reviews in 2010 (April 26th, June 28th, July 26th, August 23rd) were incorporated.  
The APS Law (ORC. 5101.60) is the framework of the draft.  Outstanding items will require a vote. 
 

Subcommittees 
 Awareness Subcommittee – K. Warren, Chair 
 June 15, 2012 remains the target date to launch the elder abuse public awareness campaign.  The date 

marks World Elder Abuse Awareness Day.  The subcommittee will seek funding opportunities to 
support the campaign.  No further updates.  K. Warren is project lead.     

   
Justice Subcommittee / Policy Subcommittee – R. Hornbostel, Chair, B. Laubert, Chair 

 Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services (OCJS) completed the production of 10,000 law 
enforcement tip cards.  Some were distributed by OCJS and others at the Ohio Attorney General’s 
Annual Law Enforcement Conference on September 14 – 15, 2010.  The balance will be shared with 
the Buckeye State Sheriffs’ Association, Ohio Association of Chiefs of Police, and others that request 
the cards.  There was consensus to print similar cards for paraprofessionals and business associations 
if funding becomes available.  C. Haenszel and O. Corbin are project leads.  

 
 Fall 2010 remains the target date to launch the resource directory created for the Ohio Law 

Enforcement Gateway (OHLEG).  More than 500 resources have been compiled thus far. C. Haenszel 
and B. Laubert are project leads. 
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Research Subcommittee – C. Dayton, Chair 

 Spring 2011 remains the target date for a research symposium.  The event will bring researchers, 
practitioners, and funders together to identify priority research issues in the field.  The two-day event 
hosted at Benjamin Rose Institute (see Announcements) provided ideas for the symposium.   

 
NEW BUSINESS – Commission 
Attorney General Remarks 
 Attorney General Cordray addressed the group via telephone.  He thanked the commission for their 

regular participation and hard work.  He expressed his support and willingness to commit resources to 
the following (contingent upon sound plan proposals by the commission and funding availability):  

o Seeking legislative changes; in particular the APS bill the commission is currently 
reviewing/drafting by dedicating staff support.                                                                                                       

o Expanding forensic capacity to investigate and prosecute elder abuse cases by dedicating staff 
support.   

o Hosting a statewide research symposium by dedicating staff and financial support. 
o Launching a public awareness campaign in 2012. 

 
Action Plan 2011 

Elder Justice Act 
Position Ohio for appropriations that are authorized by the Elder Justice Act: 

o Assigned to full body. 
o Arrange consultation with Bob Blancato, National Coordinator of the Elder Justice Coalition 

for an update on the status of the act, including appropriations and next steps.   
o Educate and solicit feedback around the state about the act.  

Perpetrators Registry 
Examine the feasibility of creating a perpetrators registry for elder abuse: 

o Assigned to Justice Subcommittee. 
o Arrange consultation with experts that have considerable experience with registries in Ohio.   
o Consider administrative proceedings and criminal proceedings; combining registries; legal 

and ethical concerns.       
Forensic Capacity 
Expand the capacity to investigate and prosecute elder abuse cases, with an emphasis on financial 
exploitation:  

o Assigned to full body. 
o Develop a plan for consideration by the Attorney General on how the office can aid in the 

investigation and prosecution of elder abuse and coordinate efforts throughout the state. 
o Arrange consultation with experts that have considerable experience with forensics and elder 

abuse.  
Funding 
Advocate for stable funding for elder abuse:  

o Assigned to full body. 
o Consider funding options for entire system long-term (i.e., APS, long-term care, supportive 

services, and victim services). Consider funding for APS immediately due to imminent 
concerns about the viability of APS.   

o Gather information about funding priorities (e.g., Governor, Ohio Department of Job & 
Family Services, local commissioners, agency directors).  Advocacy organizations will take 
the lead while the commission will offer a position statement and facilitate better 
understanding between parties.      
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Research Symposium 
Host a symposium in 2011 to generate interest in elder abuse research: 

o Assigned to Research Subcommittee. 
o Develop a plan for consideration by the Attorney General on how the office can support the 

symposium.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT - Commission 
 
Tom Fields of Mentor, OH  

o Submitted written comments on June 28, 2010 to supplement comments provided February 
22, 2010 (see attachment).   

o Comments forwarded to the Supreme Court of Ohio, Subcommittee on Adult Guardianships 
for consideration. 

 
Cheryl Mitchell of Spokane, WA  

o Submitted written comments on August 16, 2010 regarding guardianship proceedings and 
appointments.  Ms. Mitchell expressed the need for guardians to be better trained, more 
sensitive, and more educated about the elderly and individuals with disabilities (see 
attachment). 

o Comments forwarded to the Supreme Court of Ohio, Subcommittee on Adult Guardianships 
for consideration. 

 
Bernadine Brooks of Cleveland, OH 

o Submitted written comments on September 16, 2010 regarding suggested law changes (see 
attachment). 

o Comments forwarded to the Justice Subcommittee for consideration. 
 
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS - Commission     
 No reports.  Commission met as a full body the entire meeting.     

 
ADJOURN 
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