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SEPTEMBER MEETING MINUTES 
VERN RIFFE CENTER FOR GOVERNMENT AND THE ARTS 

77 SOUTH HIGH STREET, 31ST FLOOR 
WEST B & C CONFERENCE ROOM 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2009 
9:30 AM – 3:30 PM 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT 

 
NAME     REPRESENTING 
Judith Brachman   Interests of the Elderly 
Andrew Capehart   Ohio Coalition for Adult Protective Services 
Carol Dayton    Ohio Coalition for Adult Protective Services 
Tomi Dorris    Ohio Department of Insurance 
Deb Downing    County Commissioners Association of Ohio 
Dustin Ellinger    Ohio Department of Health 
Cindy Farson    Ohio Association of Area Agencies on Aging 
Gene Fischer    Buckeye State Sheriffs’ Association 
Frank Fleischer    Ohio Association of County Behavioral Health Authorities 
Christine Haenszel   Ohio Attorney General's Office  
Roland Hornbostel   Ohio Department of Aging 
Vicki Jenkins    Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities 
Beverley Laubert   Office of the State Long Term Care Ombudsman 
Leslie McGee    Ohio Department of Job and Family Services 
Stephanie Nelson   Supreme Court of Ohio 
Deb Newcomb    Ohio House of Representatives 
Adrienne Porter    Ohio Department of Public Safety 
Jennifer Springer   Ohio Prosecuting Attorneys Association 
Wayne Summerville   Ohio Department of Job and Family Services 
Bill Sundermeyer   American Association of Retired Persons   
Tom Swift    Ohio Association of Probate Judges 
Adreana Tartt    Ohio Department of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services 
Karla Warren    Ohio Department of Aging 
 
Todd Dieffenderfer   Ohio Attorney General's Office 
Ginger Kauble    Ohio Attorney General's Office 
Ursel McElroy    Ohio Attorney General's Office 
 
WELCOME – Ursel McElroy
 Opened the meeting by welcoming members.  
 Agenda and housekeeping items reviewed. 

 
REVIEW AUGUST MEETING MINUTES – Commission
 August meeting minutes approved.      
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ANNOUNCEMENTS – Commission
U. McElroy 
 The Ohio Attorney General’s Office will host its Annual Law Enforcement Conference September 

24th – 25th in Huron, Ohio.   
 
B. Laubert 
 The Ohio Office of the State Long Term Care Ombudsman annual report will soon be available on 

the Ohio Department of Aging website.   
 
T. Swift 
 The 29th Annual Probate Practice Seminar will be hosted by the Trumbull County Probate Court in 

Warren, Ohio on October 2nd.  Approximately 450 individuals have registered – 500 is maximum 
capacity.    

 
RULES OF ORDER - Commission  
 Commission members were reminded that Robert’s Rules of Order were adopted. 
 Copies of Robert’s Rules of Order (two-page quick tips) were distributed.     

 
PUBLIC COMMENT – Commission 
 Tom Fields of Mentor, Ohio provided comment on the topics: 

o financial exploitation of the elderly 
o wills, deeds, trusts, powers of attorney, and other financial/legal documents 
o interview protocols  

 Mr. Fields recommended the following:  
o Ohio develops and requires an interview protocol which provides safeguards against 

attempts by persons who exert undue influence over a testator to incorporate 
professionals into their efforts to control the individual.   

o Review of reference materials provided (see attachment for recommended references). 
 Commission members exchanged questions and ideas in response to Mr. Fields’ proposal.   

 
OLD BUSINESS - Commission 
 Dr. Georgia Anetzberger, a national expert on elder abuse, was not available to present on the topics: 

o services to perpetrators 
o cultural issues 

 A document prepared by the Research Subcommittee “Review of State Exploitation Statues” was 
distributed and discussed.  The pros and cons of expanding the role of Adult Protective Services to 
investigate exploitation by “any person” as opposed to current limitation to “caretaker” were 
discussed.  Consensus the Justice Subcommittee will further review and make recommendations.    

 The Ohio Attorney General's Office has expanded its website to include information about the 
Commission.  Meeting agendas and meeting minutes are available at www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov.   

 
NEW BUSINESS – Commission
 Discussion on funding postponed until October meeting. 
 Discussed the possibility of adding new members to the Commission.  Particularly, those associated 

with disciplines currently not represented (e.g., nurses).  Members agreed to consider possible 
candidates. 

 
 

http://www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/
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SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 
Awareness Subcommittee - K. Warren, Chair 
 Present:  T. Dorris, A. Tartt, K. Warren,  
 Discussed the pros and cons of using either positive or negative images in an awareness campaign.  

To convey an effective message that gets attention and is well received, balance is needed.   
 Ohio Elder Abuse Task Force (2005) launched an awareness campaign with funding from Verizon 

Wireless.  A similar public-private partnership is desirable and potential partners were identified.  
 Consensus that absent a statewide elder abuse hotline, the campaign would not be successful.    
 Considered different ways to advertise.  Examples include, transit vehicles, bookmarks, and vignettes.    
 Members agreed to look at well recognized state campaigns (e.g., California, Texas) and others for 

ideas by October meeting.   
 
Justice Subcommittee – R. Hornbostel, Chair 
 Present:  D. Ellinger, G. Fischer, C. Haenszel, R. Hornbostel, S. Nelson, A. Porter, V. Jenkins, J. 

Springer, W. Summerville 
 Discussed pros and cons of replacing the current definition of “caretaker” in the Adult Protective 

Services, financial exploitation statute, with “any person”.         
 Currently, remedies exist through the criminal code, but Adult Protective Services is limited and in 

some instances unable to assist the victim if the offender is not a “caretaker”.   
 Consensus to recommend the replacement of “caretaker” with “any person” to full group.   
 Discussed ex parte orders in elder abuse cases.   
 Ex parte orders similar to those described in the Ohio Elder Abuse Task Force Report (2005) are 

available in the MRDD system.  Probate judges or those assigned to probate duties issue the orders.  
 Consensus to recommend that probate judges be permitted to issue emergency orders ex parte where 

deemed appropriate in elder abuse cases. 
 Discussed the usage of wiretaps in elder abuse cases.  
 The wiretap method described in the Ohio Elder Abuse Task Force Report (2005) is used infrequently 

and reserved for very serious offenses.  
 Consensus not to pursue wiretap legislation further. 
 Completed review of Ohio Elder Abuse Task Force (2005) recommendations assigned. 
 Discussed possible content of the elder abuse informational pocket cards created for law enforcement.  

Will follow up with Sharon Schnelle of Ohio Criminal Justice Services. 
 Considered existing technology available to share resource information on elder abuse to law 

enforcement.  
 Consensus to recommend the usage of the Ohio Law Enforcement Gateway (OHLEG). 
 Discussed the fundamental question:  “how do you cultivate forensic expertise?”  
 Will research forensic resources in other states through listserv memberships and online. 
 Will research existing resources available to Ohio (e.g., Ohio Bureau of Criminal Identification & 

Investigation, Ohio Certified Public Accountants Association, Federal Bureau of Investigation, and 
the Internal Revenue Service.     

 Consensus to look into the following:  1) role of the Ohio Attorney General's Office in this area 2) 
cultivating relationships with state and community colleges in this area.   

       
Policy Subcommittee – B. Laubert, Chair 
 Present:  A. Capehart, C. Farson,  F. Fleischer, B. Laubert, L. McGee 
 Examined legislation introduced as HB 563 in 126th General Assembly. 
 Agreed to meet jointly with Justice Subcommittee at October meeting to discuss common areas.    
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Research Subcommittee – C. Dayton, Chair 
 Present:  K. Bobulski (OCAPS intern), J. Brachman, C. Dayton, D. Downing 
 Discussed role of the subcommittee.  Clarity needed on whether it is charged with recommending 

changes or solely gathering information for other subcommittees.   
 Will research nursing home admission requirements and prepare a report for Policy Subcommittee.  

This is a follow up to the emergency shelter information earlier provided.   
 Will examine the role hospitals could play in responding to elder abuse.  Will first contact the 

Associate Medical Director of the Ohio State University. 
 Will identify current research efforts in Ohio and possibilities for collaboration.  It is anticipated that 

more collaboration will yield more funding opportunities.  Will first contact Meg Teaford, 
Gerontology researcher for the Ohio State University Allied Medical School.   

 Discussed services to perpetrators.  Intern will prepare a related report for review by Dr. Georgia 
Anetzberger for the October meeting.  

 Discussed briefly tools for assessing capacity.  Further research on this topic is tabled until 
completion of other tasks.   
 

ADJOURN 
 

2010 MEETING DATES 
 
Monday, January 25 
Monday, February 22 
Monday, March 22 
Monday, April 26 

Monday, May 24 
Monday, June 28 
Monday, July 26 
Monday, August 23 

Monday, September 27 
Monday, October 25 
Monday, November 15 
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