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MAY MEETING MINUTES 

VERN RIFFE CENTER FOR GOVERNMENT AND THE ARTS 
77 SOUTH HIGH STREET, 31ST FLOOR 

WEST B & C CONFERENCE ROOM 
THURSDAY, MAY 28, 2009 

9:30 AM – 12:00 PM 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
 

NAME     REPRESENTING 
Judith Brachman   Interests of Older Persons 
Kristen Castle    Ohio Department of Public Safety 
Carol Dayton    Ohio Coalition for Adult Protective Services 
Dustin Ellinger    Ohio Department of Health 
Cindy Farson    Ohio Association of Area Agencies on Aging 
Frank Fleischer    Ohio Association of County Behavioral Health Authorities 
Gene Fischer    Buckeye State Sheriffs’ Association 
Christine Haenszel   Ohio Attorney General's Office 
Steve Hanson    Supreme Court of Ohio  
Roland Hornbostel   Ohio Department of Aging 
Vicki Jenkins    Ohio Dept. of Mental Retardation Developmental Disabilities 
Cindy Kuhr    Ohio Victim Witness Association 
Beverley Laubert   State Long Term Care Ombudsman 
Debra Lieberman   County Commissioners Association of Ohio 
Leslie McGee    Ohio Department of Job and Family Services 
Barbara Riley    Ohio Department of Aging 
Bill Sundermeyer   American Association of Retired Persons 
Tom Swift    Ohio Association of Probate Judges 
Adreana Tartt    Ohio Department of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services 
John Thatcher    Ohio Prosecuting Attorneys Association 
 
Erin Cummins    Ohio Attorney General's Office 
Ginger Kauble    Ohio Attorney General's Office 
Ursel McElroy    Ohio Attorney General's Office 
 
WELCOME – Ursel McElroy
 Opened the meeting by welcoming members.  
 Commission purpose, agenda, and housekeeping items reviewed. 
 Once a core group is established, a roster will be distributed. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS - Varied 
F. Fleischer  
 Provided an overview of the Older Ohioans Behavioral Health Network and its recent work 

advancing evidence-based and promising practices across Ohio.    
 The Network has issued monthly newsletters, hosted two policy institutes, and awarded five annual 

rounds of mini-grants totaling $185,500. 



 
 

Meeting Minutes jointly prepared by Erin Cummin and Ursel McElroy       Page 2 of 4 

 The mini-grants supported local initiatives that promoted collaboration and the integration of services 
for older adults.  From the mini-grants, the Network developed an Evidence Based and Promising 
Practices Toolkit. 

 Presently, there are no funds to support the mini-grants.  The Network is seeking funding.   
 
T. Swift 
 The Supreme Court of Ohio will host a planning meeting on June 8th at Sawmill Creek Resort and 

Conference Center for the Ohio Summit on Aging. 
 The planning meeting will address date and size of summit, along with needed funding.  
 Meeting will last 4 1 /2 hours with small groups reporting out to full planning committee.  
 More than 60 people are registered and expenses for the meeting will be covered by grant funds. 

 
U. McElroy 
 The Attorney General’s Office was awarded a grant from the Office on Violence Against Women, 

U.S. Department of Justice to support systemic change in the justice system response to elder abuse 
victims.    

 A grant adjustment was prepared, seeking permission to expand grant activities to include the 
Commission’s work (i.e. payment for lunch, consultants).  

 
PUBLIC COMMENT - Commission  
 Public comment will be an integral part of fulfilling the Commission’s mission.     
 There was considerable discussion on ways to most effectively include public comment.  Consensus 

reached on the following:      
o The method of commenting may be varied:  letter, e-mail, in person. 
o Comments will be heard/reviewed monthly during Commission meetings.  
o Comment period is limited to 30 minutes; minimum of five minutes per person; 

reasonable page/character limits for comments submitted by mail/e-mail. 
o Following the Commission’s review, the appropriate subcommittee will be assigned 

the task of responding.     
o The opportunity to provide comment will be advertised through newspaper, website, 

mailing lists, and regional representatives of the Attorney General’s Office. 
o A two-tiered approach to solicit comments will be applied:  broad and targeted.  A 

broad solicitation may reveal issues not already identified by the Commission while a 
targeted solicitation will yield responses to specific matters (Ex: Powers of Attorney). 

o The Commission is not an investigative body.  Those making comments will be 
advised to make reports of abuse through existing reporting systems.  If current abuse 
is revealed, Commission lead staff will report it to the appropriate authorities.  

o It is understood that in certain instances, representatives may speak on behalf of older 
individuals that may have difficulty providing public comment (Ex: Ombudsmen).  

o A webpage dedicated to the Commission’s work will be explored to post meeting 
agendas, meeting minutes, public comments, responses, etc.     

 
REVIEW SUBCOMMITTEE ROLES – Ursel McElroy 
 Reviewed subcommittee assignments from April meeting.  Those not previously assigned, selected a 

subcommittee.    
 Subcommittees will:  1) examine policies, practices and other relevant information within their 

designated area of interest 2) provide monthly progress reports to the full Commission 3) seek 
approval of the Commission on recommendations and implementation strategies desired. 
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 Each subcommittee will select a point person and a scribe.  The roles will rotate quarterly with July 
beginning the second quarter.     

 Subcommittees may consult with subject matter experts for assistance.  Their contact information 
should be forwarded to Commission lead staff.     

 Subcommittees may request the assistance of a facilitator if deemed necessary.  Commission lead 
staff will make the arrangements.     

 Subcommittees will meet monthly, immediately following the full Commission meeting. 
 Subcommittees were assigned specific recommendations from the 2005 Elder Abuse Task Force 

Report to consider, but were encouraged to work beyond. 
  

o Awareness – Recommendation 1  
o Justice – Recommendations 6, 9, 11, 14, 17, 20, 21 
o Policy – Recommendations 2, 7, 10, 12, 13,  
o Research – Recommendations 4, 16, 18 

 
 The full Commission will examine recommendations not assigned to subcommittees as well as 

“Issues for Future Consideration” from the 2005 Elder Abuse Task Force Report.  
 
ELDER ABUSE INFRASTRUCTURE – Commission 
 Discussed the existing system and initiatives that support elder abuse victims in Ohio by categories.  

 
Initiatives 
 Elder Justice Act (federal) 
 Ohio Summit on Aging (state) 
 Ohio Family Violence Prevention Project (state) 
 Unified Long Term Care Budget (state) 

 
Laws 
 Older Americans Act, Title VII (federal) 
 Victims of Crime Act (federal) 
 Civil (state) 
 Criminal ( state) 

 
State Administration 
 Ohio Attorney General's Office 
 Ohio Department of Aging 
 Ohio Department of Health 
 Ohio Department of Job and Family Services 
 Ohio Department of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities 

 
Local Administration 
 Adult Protective Services 
 Law Enforcement 
 Mental Health Agencies 
 Prosecutors 
 Protection from Harm Systems 
 Victim Service Providers 
 Whistleblower Protection 
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ACTION STEPS 
 AG staff to develop an elder abuse “101 packet”.  The packet will include materials frequently 

referenced (Elder Justice Act, H.B. 563,  S.B. 175, O.R.C. references to adult protective services, 
patient abuse and neglect, and recent changes to Ombudsman language).     

 AG staff to begin preliminary draft/flowchart of Ohio’s elder abuse system. 
 AG staff to prepare a roster of Commission members. 
 AG staff to prepare draft language for public comment.    

 
ADJOURN 
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