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 OHIO ATTORNEY GENERAL’S ELDER ABUSE COMMISSION 
FEBRUARY MEETING MINUTES 

VERN RIFFE CENTER FOR GOVERNMENT AND THE ARTS 
77 SOUTH HIGH STREET, 31ST FLOOR 

WEST B & C CONFERENCE ROOM 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2014 

9:30 AM – 12:30 PM 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
 

NAME     REPRESENTING 
Patrick Bailey    County Commissioners Association of Ohio 
David Barney    Ohio Department of Insurance 
Marc Baumgarten   Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services 
Judith Brachman   Interests of the Elderly 
Shelly Boyd    Ohio Department of Job and Family Services 
Rebecca Cooper   Ohio State Long-Term Care Ombudsman 
Jodi Crowe    Ohio Board of Nursing 
Cindy Farson     Ohio Association of Area Agencies on Aging 
Frank Fleischer    Ohio Coalition for Adult Protective Services 
Vicki Jenkins    Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities 
Christy Haenszel   Ohio Attorney General’s Office – Health Care Fraud Section 
Steve Hanson    Supreme Court of Ohio 
Cindy Kuhr    Ohio Victim Witness Association 
Joel Potts    Ohio Job and Family Services Directors Association  
Thomas Swift    Ohio Association of Probate Judges 
Adreana Tartt    Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services 
John Thatcher    Ohio Prosecuting Attorneys Association 
Karla Warren    Ohio Department of Aging 
 
Ursel McElroy    Ohio Attorney General’s Office – Commission Staff/Lead 
 
WELCOME – Ursel McElroy 
 Opened the meeting by welcoming members.  
 Agenda and housekeeping items reviewed. 
 
REVIEW MEETING MINUTES – Commission 
 October 28, 2013 meeting minutes approved.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Commission   
 The Subcommittee on Adult Guardianship, chaired by Stark County Probate Judge Dixilene Park, 

was formed to make recommendations for standards of practice, data collection, and monitoring 
protocols in adult guardianship matters.  The subcommittee has recommended that the Supreme Court 
adopt the proposed Ohio Minimum Standards for Guardians as part of the Rules of Superintendence 
for Ohio Courts.  In the spring, a public comment period will open. The standards can be viewed at 
www.supremecourt.ohio.gov.  S. Hanson 

http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/
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 Steve Hanson will retire from his position as Manager of the Supreme Court of Ohio’s Advisory 
Committee on Children & Families in 2014.  S. Hanson 

 The Ohio Coalition for Adult Protective Services will host its 29th annual conference “Diverse 
Perspectives, Mutual Goals” at the Columbus State Conference Center on March 14, 2014.  Details 
are available at www.ocapsohio.org.  F. Fleischer 

 The Ohio Attorney General’s Office will host its annual 23rd annual Two Days in May Conference on 
Victim Assistance “Access to Justice for Victims of Crime” at the Hyatt Regency Columbus 
Downtown on May 12 – 13, 2014.  Details are available at www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov.  
U. McElroy 

 
CHAIR’S REPORT – Ursel McElroy 
Dates, Goals, and Deliverables 
 Commission meeting dates for 2014 are confirmed as February 24th, April 28th, June 23rd, August 25th, 

and October 27th.  Members reminded to plan to attend or send a well-informed alternate.   
 Reviewed last year’s progress and continued emphasis on financial exploitation matters.  Details will 

be addressed in subcommittee reports.  
 The Ohio Elder Justice Act (as currently proposed) will require the commission to prepare a biennial 

report or plan of action that may be used by local communities to aid in the development of efforts to 
combat elder abuse.  Members with experience and interest in drafting reports asked to consider 
assisting with this effort.   
 

Membership and Bylaws 
 The Ohio Elder Justice Act (as currently proposed) will allow the Attorney General to adopt rules as 

necessary to carry out the commission duties.  Members with experience and interest in drafting by-
laws asked to consider assisting with this effort.   

 The Ohio Elder Justice Act (as currently proposed) lists appointed and ex-officio members of the 
commission.  There have been inquiries from organizations interested in participating that are not 
currently listed.  Commission reminded that it is important to balance a need for good representation 
with an efficient number of members.  The commission will continue to provide a mechanism for 
public involvement.      
 

Ohio Family Violence Prevention Project 
 Ursel McElroy will represent the commission on the Ohio Family Violence Prevention Project 

(OFVPP).  The project will aim to identify, organize and disseminate useful data related to family 
violence in Ohio.  This information will be useful for grant-writing, advocacy and program 
evaluation. 

 OFVPP is in Phase III and builds on past work: 
o Phase I – experts convened, reviewed literature, produced a white paper, hosted statewide 

conference and regional forums (2007 - 2008) 
o Phase II – gathered data sets, analyzed data sets, and disseminated findings (2009 – 2010) 

 OFVPP is directed by Kenneth Steinman, PhD, MPH with support from the Ohio Colleges of 
Medicine Government Resource Center and HealthPath Foundation of Ohio.   

 Ursel McElroy attended the February 7, 2014 meeting and will update the commission on OFVPP 
activities.   
 

Ohio Human Services Training System 
 Ursel McElroy will represent the commission on the Ohio Human Services Training System 

(OHSTS) Steering Committee.  The steering committee will provide governance of OHSTS 
operational activities during the revision of the Adult Protective Services core and specialized 
curricula.   

http://www.ocapsohio.org/
http://www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/
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 The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services contracted with the Institute for Human Services to 
serve as the statewide training coordinator for OHSTS.   

 OHSTS Steering Committee has two workgroups:     
o Trainer Development Workgroup – develop a trainer recruitment plan 
o Curriculum Update Workgroup – develop core competencies 

 Ursel McElroy and Karla Warren attended the February 19, 2014 meeting.  The commission will be 
represented on both workgroups. 

 
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS – Commission 
Justice Subcommittee – Vicki Jenkins, Chair 
 Subcommittee continues to make progress developing recommendations that will aid in the 

prevention, investigation, and prosecution of elder financial exploitation. They are consulting with 
professionals from federal, state, and local financial entities to better understand their experiences 
with financial exploitation cases.   

 Subcommittee scheduled to meet with Anthony Siciliano, Division Chief Counsel of the Ohio 
Department of Commerce, Division of Financial Institutions. 

 Subcommittee scheduled to meet with Jamie Kuhne, Program Manager of the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs (based in Columbus, Ohio).    
 

Education & Awareness Subcommittee – Ursel McElroy, Chair 
 Subcommittee continues to make progress on ways to educate professionals and the general public on 

elder financial exploitation. 
 The initial suggestion was to host a series of panel discussions that would target banking 

professionals only.  The subcommittee will re-examine this strategy.    
 

Criminal Justice and Mental Illness Subcommittee – Marc Baumgarten, Chair 
 Subcommittee continues to make progress integrating a behavioral health module into an existing 

elder abuse curriculum for law enforcement, adult protection professionals, and first responders.  The 
module has been completed and circulated for feedback.    

 Subcommittee has $50,000 to help plan and deliver the trainings throughout Ohio.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – Commission 
Legislative Update – Ursel McElroy   
 Amended Substitute H.B. 49, the Ohio Elder Justice Act, passed the House 88 – 6 on February 12, 

2014.  The bill has been assigned to the Senate Civil Justice Committee.  A copy of the bill is 
available at www.legislature.state.oh.us. 

 Commission reviewed the Substitute Bill Comparative Synopsis drafted by Ohio Legislative Service 
Commission. The synopsis summarizes how the latest substitute version differs substantively from 
the immediate previous version on eight topics.  The commission recommended follow up action on 
two topics listed in the synopsis and one unlisted topic.  

o Appeals – Amended Substitute H.B. 49 removes the provision that authorizes a person 
alleged to have abused, neglect or exploited an adult to appeal the findings of a County 
Department of Job and Family Services investigation to the probate court. 
Verify the position of the Ohio Judicial Conference. 
 

o Elder Abuse Commission – Amended Substitute H.B. 49 requires the Commission to 
report on current funding of Adult Protective Services and the cost to the Ohio 
Department of Job and Family Services and County Departments of Job and Family 
Services of implementing the Commission’s recommendations. 
 Verify existing language will allow the Commission to obtain information from 

select counties on their current funding structure, cost-effective strategies, and 

http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/
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any information deemed necessary to consider an alternative funding structure.  
If not, add language to support a pilot project. 

 Emphasize that immediate funding for Adult Protective Services is a benefit to 
the bill.   
 

o Other – Amended Substitute H.B. 49 allows the County Department of Job and Family 
Services to redact the name and identifying information related to a person that makes a 
report of alleged abuse, if it determines there is a risk of harm to the person making the 
report of the subject of the report.  Request language that makes the redaction automatic 
for every report.  

 
Elder Justice Initiative – Ursel McElroy  
 The Attorney General’s Office is developing an initiative to improve access to crime victim services 

for the elderly. 
 As the initiative progresses, updates will be shared with commission members.  

 
NEW BUSINESS – Commission 
 Frank Fleischer inquired about the experiences of commission members working with the U.S. 

Department of Veterans Affairs.  Specifically, the response of local offices to subpoenas to testify in 
hearings related to elder abuse cases.   

 Experiences ranged from full to limited cooperation.  Justice Subcommittee is scheduled to speak 
with a representative from the Columbus office – will seek more understanding at that time.   
 

SUBCOMMITTEE MEETINGS - Commission 
 Subcommittees met to complete outstanding tasks. 
 
ADJOURN 
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