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Introduction

Sally thanks AG for opportunity to share this reentry project and the research results conducted on the pilot.  
Sally introduces self and acknowledges Kara and Terri.  Kara and Terri introduce themselves. 

Sally – some of you may be familiar with this project and what is PSH; others may not, so we want to do a brief explanation before we share the research findings. 



Goal – Reduce Revolving Door 
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Sally
All of us are here and participating in this Task Force because we share a common goal of reducing the cycling of persons with mental illness in the criminal justice system.    We at CSH are also interested in reducing the homelessness that is normally a part of this cycling.
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Sally 
Returning Home Ohio – a reentry supportive housing project funded by ODRC was established as an intervention strategy to this cycling.  It combines affordable housing with services with the goal of reducing recidivism and homelessness for persons leaving state prison.
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Sally:  First – what is supportive housing
HOUSING 
AFFORDABLE: Rent subsidy must be attached to the apt – because people that live in PSH have annual incomes of less than 30% of an Area’s Median Income; and
PERMANENT: Not time limited, not transitional;
INDEPENDENT: Tenant holds lease with normal rights and responsibilities under OH tenant/landlord law.
 SERVICES 
FLEXIBLE: Designed to be responsive to tenants’ needs;
VOLUNTARY: Participation is not a condition of tenancy; and
INDEPENDENT: Focus of services is on maintaining housing stability.





Is Supportive Housing for Everyone? 

Supportive housing is proven to 
work best for very vulnerable men, 
women and families. 
 
• Chronically homeless 
• Frequent users/multiple barriers 
• Chronic health issues 
• Mental health issues 
• Co-occurring disorders 
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Sally continues:  
It’s for people who, without housing, cannot access and make effective use of treatment and supportive services 

And without treatment and supportive services, can not maintain housing.




Returning Home Ohio  
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Kara – describes ODRC’s role; why they invested in this model; who it targets; 
Began in 2007 with a pilot phase that concluded the summer of 2012.  

Partnership of ODRC and CSH – Kara if you want to use this language to describe our roles – it’s up to you. 
ODRC’s interest:  
Early efforts to address discharge/reentry issues 
Research, evidenced based practices
Test permanent supportive housing as reentry tool
New mission – reduce recidivism; lower costs
CSH’s Role
Program Management
Training and Technical Assistance
Grant-making
Monitoring
Systems Coordination
Coordinate research
Manage data
�



Providers 

 100 units in 5 cities * 
 EDEN, Inc./MHS, Inc. (Cleveland) 
 Miami Valley Housing Opportunities (Dayton) 
 Amethyst, Inc. (Columbus) 
 YMCA of Central Ohio (Columbus) 
 Volunteers of America – Greater Ohio (Cincinnati) 

 
 
 
*100 units was during the pilot phase; as of July 2012, the units in Toledo were discontinued   
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Kara – do you want to do this slide?  Or we can put something else in here that describes who was targeted or something about the process.  



Innovative Aspects 

 New Home for Good rental subsidy 
program with Ohio Housing Finance 
Agency  

 New “Moving On Initiative” 

 Critical Time Intervention will be tested 

 Research based project 
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Sally
In developing and implementing the pilot, several innovative approaches were employed
Home For Good is a rental subsidy program for those Returning Home Ohio tenants that would never be eligible for other rent subsidies and need one to stay housed.  This rental subsidy program is the one the AG’s office just awarded the $215,000 grant to at the end of last year.  We are pleased to tell you that ODJFS is matching the AG’s award.  

Moving On – Is an assessment process by which tenants that no longer need supportive housing can move on to more independence.
Terri will be testing whether CTI will achieve higher outcomes in the project.

And from the beginning, the pilot had a research component to it; which the findings is what we’d like to share today. 



Returning Home Ohio Research Results 
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PAUSE
CSH contracted with the Urban Institute, a research firm out of Washington DC who then conducted a quasi-experimental research project.  A Treatment group (those who entered supportive housing upon exit) was established and a control group (similar cohort that didn’t get PSH).  

The first important finding of Urban’ s research is that those in the treatment group – who got PSH – were 10,20,30,40,50, 60% less likely to recidivate back to prison in the first year of release compared to the control group.  



Returning Home Ohio Research Results 
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A second finding is that those that received PSH, were 40% less likely to be re-arrested – highest impact on misdemeanors – which I am sure the judges here would be pleased to know. 



Returning Home Ohio Research Results 

290% 
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Another finding was those in supportive housing accessed behavioral health treatment dramatically faster than the control group.   And they received 290% more service days than the control group within the first year of release.  



Returning Home Ohio Research Results 
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Sally 
Homeless impact which was also tested didn’t show positive results.  In part because the cohort of research subjects was small, but in particular the project did not have a positive impact on women being released from prison; even though smaller % (less than 30%) of the entire research cohort; made up 65% of those that ended up homeless



Returning Home Ohio Research Results 

9,500 
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Sally 
Researchers say wasn’t cost-effective  - they were testing for cost savings or cost neutrality.  Wasn’t.
Pilot project costs include providers, housing subsidy, service support, Medicaid services, CSH, research - $9500 a person for first yr



Returning Home Ohio Research Results 
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Cost shift from corrections to housing/services, which was seen as a positive to ODRC





Returning Home Ohio 

X 
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Returning Home Ohio, and quality PSH, should therefore be of interest to this Task Force.  PSH meets your goals of reducing the cycling.   The research shows it enables person with mental health disorders remain stably housed and accessing services.  So, the pilot concluded in 2012, but the project continues.  Kara will share with you what’s next. 



Next Steps For Returning Home Ohio 

 Expand research by 2015 
 

 Expand project to serve prison or jail 
diversion  

 
 Expand project through collaboration with 

other state agencies 
 

 Improve referral process 
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Kara – want to talk about our next steps?



Contact Information 

 
Terri Power, LISW-S 
Senior Program Manager, CSH 
(614) 228.6263, ext 224 
terri.power@csh.org 

 
 
 

Kara Peterson 
Assistant Chief, Bureau of Community Sanctions, ODRC 
(614) 752-1192 
Kara.Peterson@odrc.state.oh.us 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kara – you might want to refer to the 2 hand outs; and that the audience should update the one handout with you and Terri’s names (our Communications dept. hasn’t updated it yet and it still says Alicia and me)
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