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On January 31, 2023, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) Special Investigations and
Crime Scene Units were requested by Jackson County Sheriff’s Office (JCSO) Sheriff Ted Frazier
to investigative an Officer-Involved Critical Incident (shooting) between members of the JCSO
and William Beach (Beach). BCI was informed the incident occurred at 1818 Jisco West Road in
Jackson County, Ohio, and resulted in Beach being fatally shot by JCSO Lieutenant (Lt.

).

During the initial stages of the investigation, agents were informed there were two probation
officers present during the incident in addition to law enforcement. The probation officers
were identified as Jackson County Municipal Court Chief Probation Officer Wesley Skaggs (Chief
Skaggs) and Probation Officer Christina Edwards (Officer Edwards).

On February 8, 2023, Special Agent Craig Call (SA Call) and Special Agent Jim Mulford (SA
Mulford) met with Chief Skaggs at the JCSO in reference to obtaining a witness statement for
the above reference incident. Officer Edwards had prepared a signed written witness statement
and provided it to SA Call prior to giving a verbal statement. SA Call thoroughly reviewed the
statement prior to the interview. The statement contains the language “I Wesley Skaggs DO
SOLEMLY SWEAR OR AFFIRM THAT THE BELOW MENTION NARRATIVE IS TRUE” and is signed by
Chief Skaggs.

This report is a summation of the interview. An audio copy of the interview along with the
signed written witness statement have been added to the case file and should be referenced
for specific quotes.

The audio recording device was initiated at approximately 1050 hours.

Chief Skaggs has been in his current position since 2016 and has been a probation officer with

This document is the property of the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation and is confidential in nature. Neither
the document nor its contents are to be disseminated outside your agency except as provided by law - a statute,
an administrative rule, or any rule of procedure.

Page 1 of 2 Finalized by SAS Kevin Barbeau on 03/13/2023



the Jackson County Municipal Court since 2009.

Chief Skaggs recorded audio statement is consistent with his signed written witness statement
and the follow up questions Chief Skaggs answered were also consistent with his written
statement.

Chief Skaggs wrote as a part of his statement describing when the actual shooting took place,
“After some time, the decision was made to breach the building. Lt. Dep Spangler and
Dep Smith breached the door, began ordering Beach to drop the weapon and a single shot
was fired. Once deputies removed the weapons and had Beach under control, I went in the
building to help removed items, to make a path for paramedics to access Beach while Dep
Smith and Lt provided medical attention. Beach was loaded onto a stretcher and placed
in an ambulance.”

After some follow up questions, Chief Skaggs described the three deputies approaching as Lt.
with a ballistic shield, Deputy Smith with a breaching ram, and then Deputy Spangler.

Chief Skaggs observed Deputy Smith breach the front door and Lt. position himself with
the ballistic shield in front of the door and begin giving loud verbal commands. Chief Skaggs
described hearing a gunshot and seeing muzzle flash shortly after the breach, but could not
tell who fired. Chief Skaggs described his physical position during the time of the shot as the
middle of the roadway directly in line with the front door of the residence.

Chief Skaggs did not have any additional information to add to this incident.

The audio recording was discontinued at approximately 1116 hours.

Attachments:Attachments:

Attachment # 01: Chief Probation Officer Skaggs Statement
Attachment # 02: 2023-2-8 Interview with Chief Probation Officer Wesley Skaggs
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